
In the Face of Troubles
le 4 Yr A John 9:1-41 March 22, 2020

Rev. Peter Smith  minister@stjamesuc.com

Jesus and the disciples see a blind man begging by the side of the road. The disciples
ask Jesus who is responsible, who sinned to cause his blindness, his parents or the
man himself. Jesus tells them neither and then surprises the disciples by saying that
through this man they will see God at work. 

I’m not sure how you’re adjusting to everything that has happened in the last seven
days but it feels to me like someone has turned our world upside down and shaken it.
What was normal and typical a week ago, like gathering together for worship, is now
not possible. What was unimaginable like social distancing and self-isolation is now
prudent and important. What was is now something quite different today

And I think it is tempting to wonder why all this is happening. To decide that someone
is responsible for the situation we are in or that our leaders should have been able to
prevent this with better planning or preparation. And while we will figure out what
went right and what didn’t around this pandemic when all of this is over I think there
is something more important for us to focus on right now. Because in our gospel
lesson the disciples want to talk who is responsible for the man’s blindness while
Jesus focuses on something quite different- how God will work through the blind
man’s life. 

Now our gospel reading is an entire chapter of John and it is filled with layers of detail
and meaning. But this morning I want to focus us on how the people respond to the
blind man being healed. Because the healing itself is what causes everything to
happen. 

The pharisees hear the former blind man’s story about how Jesus healed him and they
start to argue among themselves about how that could be possible. They doubt
whether this man was ever actually blind and they go so far as to ask his parents if he
is indeed their son who couldn’t see. And hearing that he was the pharisees question
the man once more and become enraged when he tells them a second time about Jesus
and they denounce him for telling his story and cast him out. 

The pharisees have trouble with the healing that takes place in the story. They believe
they know everything they need to know and are quite self righteous. So at first they
don’t believe that anything important has happened. They argue over details of the
healing and decide not once but twice that they aren’t going to believe the formerly
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blind man, And when there is no way to dispute the proof they decide to denounce
him and cast him out for telling his story about Jesus. 

Now the worst possible reaction we can have to what is happening around us is to
deny that anything important is taking place. To ignore the reality before our very eyes
and in the words of the gospel be blind. To believe that there is nothing we need to do
and assume we know best. And that is simply not an option. 

We can’t ignore what is taking place, we can’t pretend that it isn’t happening, and we
certainly can not go on as we have before. Because if we do then we will cause harm.
Our actions will hurt other people and ourselves. So we don’t want to be like the
pharisees in our lesson.

Which brings us to the man’s neighbours. They are confused about what is happening.
They know something important is taking place but they can’t figure it out. And its
easy for us to be confused in a time like this. To not be sure of what is going on and
what it is we should think. But let’s remember that the neighbours don’t reject the
blind man and what is happening through him but they really don’t know what to
make of it and they are searching for answers. Which isn’t a bad thing.

My facebook feed and newsfeed are filled with more information and opinions than I
can keep up with and I find it overwhelming at times because there are so many
contradictory ideas and thoughts about what is happening and what will happen.
Thankfully our public health officials have been calmly telling us what to do and
instructing us about self isolating and social distancing and all the other practises we
need to follow to keep each other safe. 

And those practises are the very least we should be doing as we pass through this time
because our actions, our staying away from each other and practising good hand
hygiene is what is going to help the most vulnerable people around us by minimizing
harm. And the neighbours of the blind man in the story don’t do any harm but I don’t
think they are the best role models because they don’t do any good either. 

And that only leaves one other person who reacts to the healing- the blind man
himself. And as an example he is wonderful. He starts with his experience and then
tells not once, not twice, but three times what has happened to him and what he
believes he has to share. And even after being ignored and rejected, he comes to better
know Jesus and his role as one of God’s people. 
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In this present time we need to do all the things we have been asked. Because we have
to ensure we do no harm. And as followers of Jesus, as ones who know God and hope
in God there is more for us to do as well. For this is not the time for us to hide
ourselves and our gifts away but the time for us to shine in the uncertainty to show the
love and grace of God. 

And I know most of us are watching the unfolding events and wondering whether we
can actually do anything. Which is why the formerly blind man is so important
because he is the person no one thought could do anything but who makes a
difference. When Jesus talks about being lights in the world and about God working in
unexpected lives, he is pointing us to the formerly blind man. The least likely person
for God to be seen through is ultimately the one God works through in this story.

Each and every one of us is called to shine with the light of Christ, to be the means by
which God is seen this day. And even if we feel unworthy and unequipped to do
anything in the midst of these troubling times the fact is that each and every one of us
can shine. 

Start by praying for each other. Pray for family members and neighbours who are
scared, pray for the essential workers and leaders trying to get us through this time.
Pray for our anxious world. And connect. Use the phone, social media, email, old
fashioned letters and reach out to the people around you. 

All of us who are staying at home because we are working from there, are self
isolating, or are caring for children can take some time and connect with someone who
might be by themselves, or anxious, or stressed. Connect to see how they are,  to
remind them they are not alone, to help them through this uncertain time. 

And I know you can and will find other ways to brighten the world. You’re all
talented people whose words and actions can lighten the days of those around you
while still keeping social distance and doing the things we need to be doing to cause
no harm. So find a way to make this world a better place. 

Find a way to share the light of Christ and bring hope and grace to those around you.
And as you do marvel at how God is working through you, through us, to make this
time of panic, of worry and uncertainty, into a time of calm, of hope, and unity.


