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Mary and Martha’s lives have been torn apart by the death of their brother Lazarus.
Neighbours and friends have gathered around them but honestly there are no words
and no actions which can take away their pain, their sorrow, and their fear. Martha
goes out to meet Jesus and confronts him saying just as her sister does later that if
he had been there, if his presence was with them, then none of this would have
happened.

This week our world continues to be turned upside down. In some ways it is easier
than last week because there is a bit of a rhythm, routine, of staying at home. We’re
adjusting to being isolated and physical distancing and everything else we are
supposed to be doing. But life still feels wrong. We are missing what we used to be
able to do, we are missing going out and around without worrying, we are missing
our normal lives. And we wish the world to go back to the way it used to be. We all
want the pandemic to go away so things can go back to the way they were two
weeks ago. 

Jesus answers Mary and Martha in their grief. But he doesn’t talk about what might
have been or what should have happened but rather talks about what is happening
now. Jesus speaks to their difficult time with words anchored in the present. He
tells them what God is doing, he has a conversation about faith and says I am the
resurrection and the life. Jesus proclaims that he is the one through whom God is
bringing about something unexpected and hopeful and they do not have to wait, it
is not far off but is with them now. And then he asks“Do you believe?” 

I would love to wake up tomorrow and discover that all of this has been a bad
dream. But that is not going to happen. And no words, no amount of wishing,
nothing we can do will change the fact that our lives have been changed by this
pandemic. But that doesn’t mean that we are simply stuck and alone with our fears,
our worries, and our grief. Because let’s make no mistake about it some of what we
are feeling is indeed grief. Grief at what we have lost and how events beyond our
control have changed our lives. 

And into that reality we hear the words of Jesus that we are not alone. That God is
with us in this time. For when Jesus says I am the resurrection and the life he is
reminding us that even in grief, loss, and what is happening in our world there is
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the possibility, the promise of something more. In our world of fear, anxiety, and
uncertainty Jesus call us to know comfort, hope and yes even peace. 

Jesus goes to where Lazarus is and what follows is perhaps the best known part of
this story. Jesus weeps. He weeps because of the loss, the grief, the pain that Mary
and Martha, the wider community are feeling. And the crowd see that and say “see
how much he loves”.

God is right here with us. God knows that we are afraid, anxious, and hurting in
this uncertain time. And God is holding us close and weeping with us. Sharing in
the emotions that we have. Because God is not distant and remote. God cares for us
so deeply, loves us so passionately, that God experiences our grief, our sorrow, and
everything that we are going through. Just like we feel when a friend is hurting, just
like we hurt when a loved one is in pain.

God knows our pain for God is with us. When we wake in the middle of the night
worried about tomorrow. When we are going to work anxious about what the day
will bring. When we hear the news and our stomach becomes knots. God is with us. 
So when we pray God understands where we are and what is happening. God
knows what is happening in our hearts and what we are going through. God can
relate and does relate because God is in our world, our community, our homes, our
lives, sharing in what we are going through. 

But, and I want to be very clear about this, while we feel overwhelmed, while there
is nothing we can do to put life back the way it was, while we can’t see a solution
or end to what taking place, that is not true for God. And that is the good news
which Jesus proclaims.

Jesus tells the people to open the tomb of his dear friend. They are surprised, they
are confused, and even a bit horrified. They know Lazarus is gone and life has
changed because of that. They know nothing can be done about it. Lazarus is dead
and that is that. But they listen to Jesus and do as he asks. They follow his words
even though they think it is pointless. And Jesus calls Lazarus out of the tomb. And
in amazement and wonder they see the dead man alive again and back among them.

I don’t know about you but all the things I have been doing the past week don’t feel
like enough. I have been staying at home as much as possible. When I have to go
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out I have been staying more than six feet away from people, I have been hand
washing extensively. And none of that feels like it is making any difference. 

But the truth is that those efforts are making a difference. Even if we can’t see it
right now it is having an impact on slowing down the spread of the virus and
keeping people safe. What we are doing today is having an impact on the days and
weeks to follow which is why those things are so important. 

And in the same way our prayers, connections with each other, our kindness and all
the things we spoke about last week, may seem small and unimportant compared to
the changes in our lives. It may appear that they aren’t making things better, But
they are. Any and every action in faith, every time we love and care and show the
light of Christ is bringing about what God needs. For make no mistake about it God
needs us to act and live in faith. So keep doing those things. Keep praying,
connecting, caring. Keep staying at home, keep physical distancing, and every
other thing we have been asked to do. 

Because in our story the people don’t think that opening the tomb will make any
difference because Lazarus is dead and none of us can do anything about death. But
God can. And their actions, their faith in Jesus help bring Lazarus back to them.
They open the tomb and Lazarus steps out. And they rush to unwrap him and let
him live a new life among them.  

For the resurrection, the movement from sorrow to joy, from death to life, from
what is to what will be is not ours to make happen That is what God will do. God
will bring about the new life, the new tomorrow. What we need to do is to hope, to
believe, to trust, in other words to have faith and do what we have been asked to
do. If it helps think of it this way- God will do the heavy lifting and make the
impossible a reality. Our job is to do what we can in order to let that promise, that
potential, that new life, enter our lives and the lives of those around us. 

For ultimately where we are now is not where we want to be. But God is with us.
God’s love, God’s grace, and God presence surround us to help us through each
day. And while we can not see what is coming next and can know what the future
will bring the fact is that God is with us. And God will make a better tomorrow
happen. All we need to do is love and care for each other and await with hope that
promised new day. 


