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Palm Sunday feels more like a story from after Easter instead of a step on the way
to the cross. After all when I think of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem it reminds me of
the Highland Games Parade - people gather, they cheer, and then they go home. So
why do we start Holy Week, why do we begin a week filled with such passion and
suffering, with an event that seems so innocent? 

Well, when we take a closer look at our gospel reading is becomes clear that only
about a third of the verses are about Jesus being welcomed by the crowd. Which
means the majority of our reading for Palm Sunday is not about the crowd
welcoming Jesus but an insight into why they react as they do. 

In fact the first seven verses of our gospel focus on Jesus asking the disciples to
make very specific preparations. He wants a donkey and we are told that the
disciples go and get exactly what Jesus needs because what he needs are exactly
where Jesus says they will be. Which connects not simply what is going to happen
later in the story but to something the prophet Zechariah said long ago.

We’re in our third week of living this strange new life of staying at home, physical
distancing when we have to be out, and waiting. And we know in our hearts this is
not where we want to be and this is not where we should be. Yet here we are. And
while we know that our actions are for the best that doesn’t mean that we aren’t
feeling the strain of these events. Yes, we are slowly adjusting to the “new normal”
as some are calling it but all of us are eagerly watching for signs that things will get
better, for any glimmer of hope that the end of these restrictions are coming. 

The people in our gospel lesson are living in a terrible time. They are conquered,
they are poor, and they live in fear that things will get worse. And like us they are
watching for signs for any glimmer that things would or could change. They are
desperate and starving for some sort of hope as they go through each day. 

And buried in scripture is a promise. A promise that God will send a Messiah, a
Saviour, a King. And that king will change the lives of God’s people and will
change the world itself. So that what is would become something better. So that
what could be becomes a reality. And the people watch, they wait, they pray for
that to happen within their lives. 
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When the gospel tells us that Jesus instructs the disciples on what he wants for his
entry into Jerusalem and that when they go to get those things that are already there
and waiting, we are reminded that what happens on Palm Sunday is done
deliberately. Jesus doesn’t just decide to go into the city and people see and get
excited. No, Jesus chooses to go as a sign that God has not forgotten and that the
promise God made is now being fulfilled. So as he enters the city the people begin
to hope, to dream, to believe that God is at work in their lives and their world. 

We all want this pandemic to be over. We don’t want to be afraid, we want to
gather and not worry about distance, and we want life to go on. But I honestly
don’t think that if we found a cure tomorrow that we would want to have life go
back to the way it was three weeks ago. Because there are some things from these
difficult days that we want to keep. We want people to be more caring, we want to
keep those connections we have made with each other as neighbours caring for
neighbour. We want that sense of community and unity that we have felt when
politicians from all parties have worked for our common good. We want not the
world we had before and not the world we are living in today but a better world in
the days to come. 

And there is a promise in scripture that God intends a better life for us than the one
we are leading or the life we were leading before any of us heard about Covid 19.
There is a promise that we are to be the new creation, the new people God calls
together. For through Jesus we are chosen and invited to live within the hope of
what can be even when we are not there yet. We are offered God’s love and grace
and invited to live within the promise of more to come. 

When Jesus gets his mount and starts into Jerusalem the people go crazy. They line
the streets they shout hosanna and the celebrate that God has not forgotten them in
their time of need. They place branches on the route and spread their cloaks on his
path just as they would for a returning conquering hero who had vanquished all
their enemies. They shout, they rejoice, and perhaps most of all they dare to hope. 

Now I need to be clear about something here. The miserable lives of the people
have not changed. They are still conquered, they are still suffering, they are still
living in a terrible time. But seeing Jesus the possibility of something more
becomes real. Seeing him riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, the foal of a colt the
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people begin to hope. They hope in God’s promise for a better tomorrow. 

And I expect some of the people don’t know the promise, don’t make the
connection to scripture. But they see the excitement and they begin to hope that
things will be better, be different, even if they don’t know how it will happen. For
they ask “Who is this?” pointing to the one changing everything to which the
disciples reply “this is Jesus of Nazareth sent by God.”

The good news that we carry as Christians is not that everything is fine in our lives.
Because the truth is we’re scared, worried, and anxious. The good news we carry as
Christians is not that we have found a way to escape what is happening. Because
the truth is that we are living in the midst of difficult, chaotic and uncertain times.
No, the good news we carry as Christians is that God has promised to be with us
and God will bring us to a new life here and eternal life in the world to come. And
what that does is allow us to hope. 

To hope that there is a better day coming and to let that hope change and transform
our lives this day. Because when we hope and trust in God we can find reasons and
ways to celebrate even in the midst of our difficulties, even in our times of troubles,
even when the world is anxious. Because we know these times will not last as there
is a different future ahead. Because we know that our hope is grounded in the love
and grace of God which surrounds us this day. To give us the strength we need, to
give us the peace we need, and yes even to give us the joy we need. 

Which is why we remember this story as we head into Holy week and recount the
betrayal, the trail, and the death of Jesus. Because we know what comes next. We
know things get worse but more than that we know that God’s love can not be
denied, that God’s grace will hold us tightly through this time and most importantly
that God will lead us to a new life. 

So live your hope today. Live in hope by staying home, by physical distancing, by
hand washing because by doing those things you are hastening the end of this time
and you are caring for the people around you. Live in hope by finding joy in this
moment and holding up the good things that are in your life. Live in hope by
bringing love and grace to others in your words and your actions. Live in hope by
letting God’s promise guide and shape you this day and every day.


