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There is a bleak start to Easter. The women coming to the tomb early in the morning

do so with little enthusiasm. They watched Jesus die on the cross along with their

hopes and dreams for a better future. Everything that had inspired them and enriched

their life was over. And yet they come. They come to pray, to mourn, and perhaps

even to prepare his body properly for burial as a way of saying a final good bye.  And

before them are two obstacles they can do nothing about- there are armed guards

posted there by the authorities who will not let them close. And there is a giant stone

which has been place in front of the tomb. 

Things are fairly bleak as we enter the fourth week of the pandemic here in Nova

Scotia. And I know that each of us have been dealing with this time differently. For

some of us this has been a terrible month filled with upset and anxiety. For others it

has unsettling but generally okay. But no matter how we have been coping the truth is

that this Easter we are living in a chaotic world with an unclear future before us. And

into our world, into the reality of what we are facing each day, we hear again the

Gospel story. 

The only thing the women have as they come to the tomb that morning is their faith.

Their love for Jesus and their trust that God will show them the way forward.

Because honestly they have no idea how to get past the guards, they have no plan for

rolling the stone away. They simply go with their sorrow, their uncertainty, their pain

and their faith. And that is where the story really begins. 

Because when they arrive at the tomb, the earth shakes as an angel shining and bright

as lightening descends and rolls the stone away. The guards are overcome with fear

and collapse unconscious. And in one verse all the obstacles in front of the women

disappear. The guards are not a problem, the stone is not a problem. God acts and

suddenly the way is open for them. But the way is not what they expect it to be. 

We come on Easter Sunday looking for hope, looking for good news, looking for the

risen Jesus. We’re not sure what we will discover or how we will find the peace we

need or the joy we’ve heard comes with this day. But just like the women we come

in faith. We believe and trust in God’s goodness because quite frankly in this ever

changing world that is the only thing that is remaining constant. 

And the surprise of Easter is that everything that is concerning us, everything we
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think is a problem isn’t something we need to worry about. God provides. When we

don’t know how we can keep going the strength is there, when we are ready to give

up the encouraging word comes, when feel overwhelmed we are renewed and

restored. God removes the guards and the stone from before the women and God will

remove what stands in our way as we come in faith to find Jesus. But what we find is

not what we expect. 

The women are as terrified by the angel as the guards but they have faith and listen

to his message. And the first thing the angels tells them is not to be afraid. That Jesus

who was crucified, who died before their eyes is alive and no longer in the tomb.

And they are told to look for themselves and then to go and tell the disciples that

Jesus is waiting for them in Galilee. And the women see and rush off with fear and

great joy. 

I don’t think I honestly understood the phrase “fear and great joy” before this year.

Yes, I knew in my head that seeing an angel descending from heaven would be

disturbing. But after the last month I can see that that the fear the women are

struggling with is not simply because there is an angel before them but is a result of

what is happening in their lives. When Jesus was arrested, taken and killed fear

became part of every breath they took. And when the angel says don’t be afraid he

isn’t saying that they don’t need to fear the message from God. No, the message of

the angel is that they no longer need to be afraid in their lives because God is greater

than their fear.  Which allows the great joy of the resurrection to take root within

them. 

“Don’t be afraid” Those are certainly words spoken to us this day. Because there is a

lot for us to fear amidst the simmering panic in our world. Many of us have had

sleepless nights and days where worry is a constant companion. And the first

message of faith for us is “Don’t be afraid.” And let me stay with that for a moment.

Because I know lots of people have been saying don’t be worried, don’t be stressed

by what is going on, things will be okay. And I’ll be honest sometimes those words

aren’t helpful because they do nothing to address why we are afraid and why we are

worrying. But the words of the Bible are different. In our reading the women are told

not to be afraid so they can hear and see what God is doing about their fear. And that

is an important part of the Easter message.

Don’t be afraid. Don’t be afraid so you can hear and see what God is doing in our
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lives. Don’t be afraid because God hasn’t forgotten or abandoned us but is here with

us to support, to encourage, and to move those obstacles we can not overcome so we

can experience the peace, the comfort and the hope which Jesus brings. 

And what I love about this gospel passage is that after the angel removes the guards

and the stone and shows the women the empty tomb and delivers the message of

hope the women head off with fear and great joy. Because fear isn’t a speck of dust

which we can brush away in an instant but rather fear is a stain which takes time to

remove. 

So it is okay to be uncertain in this time because this time is uncertain. It is even

okay to be afraid in this time because it is a fearful time. But, and this is what we

need to hear and remember, there is a joy which can wash that fear from our lives.

There is a joy which can make us confident despite what is happening. For the good

news of Easter is that God is greater than anything in this world, that God’s love for

us will not be denied, and that God’s grace will carry us this day into tomorrow. 

For the great joy of the resurrection is that when we don’t know what is coming,

when we are uncertain and unsettled we can lean on the power and promise of God

and we can feel joy. Because God has moved and will move heaven and earth for us.

God has refused and will refuse to let death and fear have the final word. Because the

good news is that the tomb is empty and Jesus is alive. 

The women rush to tell the disciples what has happened to them and as they do they

run into the risen Jesus. They see for themselves and know the truth of their message

and thier joy increases as they worship him. And Jesus tells them to not be afraid and

to go and tell the others what they have seen and heard. And they do for the word

spreads and the shouts of Hallelujah begin that first morning and reach down the

ages to us. 

The Easter story begins bleak but it ends with the joy of encountering and

experiencing the Risen Christ. And that is why we come on Easter to see once more

that the tomb is empty. We come to discover again that nothing, no thing in heaven

and earth, can prevent the love of God from reaching for us and bringing the

presence and promise of Jesus into our lives. So dare to believe even if you still fear

and let the great joy of the resurrection take root in your life and grow. Dare to open

your eyes to see what God is doing and let your Hallelujahs be a witness to the good

news that Jesus is alive!


