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When the world falls apart, when we are unsure of the way, when we are
experiencing the worst pain imaginable and can not see the end God calls us
to stand before the cross. Because it is in the cross that we see what God does
in the life of Jesus, what God means by Jesus words of love and salvation,
and what God intends us to know in our lives. 

The forces of the world act to crush Jesus and his gospel of hope and grace.
The disciples do not understand, they betray, they abandon, they deny Jesus
in his moment of need leaving him alone and isolated. The religious leaders
and authorities conspire against him and try to find a reason to kill him and
when they find none make up a reason and send him for punishment. The
crowd turns on him and spurred on by jealousy and spite they condemn him
to death on a cross.

And on the cross God faces the worst of the world, the power of selfishness
and evil, the weight of despair and helplessness, the depths of pain and
suffering not as the all powerful ruler of the universe but as a simple man. 
Jesus takes all of those things without complaint and accepts all of that evil.
And Jesus dies. He dies alone, rejected, and despised. He dies as an innocent
man mocked by criminals and scorned by all who see him because they
assume he is unable to do anything in the face of events happening around
him and to him. 

And if that was the end of the story then the life of Jesus would be a tragedy
and there would be no good news. But we know that this story does not end
with Jesus’ death on the cross but rather continues when the tomb is empty
three days later. For the cross is not a tragedy but rather a triumph. 

The cross is a symbol that God can and will experience anything and
everything for the simple and profound reason that God loves us. God loves
us so deeply, so passionately, so completely that nothing that God will do
anything, suffer anything, experience anything for our sakes. And nothing, no
thing here or anywhere else, no thing we can do, no thing that can be done to
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us that is able to separate us from God’s love finding us, holding onto us, and
never letting us go. 

Because the message of the cross is bold and unmistakable. In Jesus God
moves heaven and earth to come to us to be with us and then in his death on
the cross God moves death and sin in order for us to come to God. God will
not be denied and chooses, deliberately, carefully, and at a terrible cost to
accept any punishment, any consequences, so that we might be forgiven, we
might be redeemed, we might be saved. God takes the worst of the world,
physical emotional spiritual and then refuses to let those things change the
forgiveness and mercy which God offers. 

For God’s love for us is powerful, God’s love for us is alive and reaching for
us in Jesus. So we might know, so we might believe, so we might experience
the new life of the resurrection. So we might understand and believe and
experience that this world does not, has not, and will never have the last
word. Because the last word belongs to God. And God’s word to us shown in
the cross is grace. For we are forgiven, that we are loved, that we are
cherished and wanted by God now and always.


