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My mother often tells the story of travelling with me to see my grandparents. She
would pack a bag with snacks and activities for the two hour drive. By the time we
were at the end of the driveway I would ask her if there was anything else for me to
eat and by the time we reached the end of our street I would announce. “I’ve done
everything. I’m bored. Are we there yet?” Going somewhere can be exciting but
getting there can come with challenges.  

This morning’s gospel lesson marks a transition for the disciples. Up until this
point the good news of Jesus has been expressed in the words and actions of Jesus
himself. He tells of God’s grace and love, patience and blessing and demonstrates
that through his parables and miracles. He shows through  the cross the extent of
God’s love and the ability of God’s grace to transform death into life. For when
Jesus rises from the grave the world sees that nothing can stop what God intends,
what God does, and what God is bringing about.

But today we hear of Jesus telling the disciples that from now on the ministry and
presence of God will be expressed through them. Yes, the teaching, the example,
and the life of Jesus will ground and shape their ministry. But now the ministry, the
expression and work of the gospel will be for them to undertake. They will spread
out into the world and tell and show the grace of God. But Jesus tells them they
cannot begin until the Holy Spirit arrives among them. In other words they know
something exciting is coming but right now they have to wait. 

After ten weeks we are slowly getting used to the pandemic. I’m not saying that life
under Covid restrictions is what we want but we are starting to know what to
expect and most of us have fallen into a routine. And now with the weather getting
warmer and the curve flattening we’re starting to get impatient about what is
coming next. We know that physical distancing and some restrictions are going to
continue but with two family bubbles and the talk of things opening things up
we’re hoping for a more normal life. But we’re not there yet. 

We know its coming but for now we have to wait. And that is hard. We want what
is happening now to be over and to move to something new and more fulfilling. We
want to do the things we love to do, we want to see family and friends in person,
we want life to be more than it is now. And yet we have to wait a while longer. 
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Which brings us to the very end of our gospel lesson which is perhaps the most
relevant part for where we are today. The disciples have been told what is going to
come, that life is going to change. The disciples realize that Jesus is asking them to
step forward and be faithful in a way that they never have been before. 

They are going to be the means by which God brings the good news of Jesus to the
world and the way the lost will be found, the forgotten will find hope, and the
broken will be healed. But they have to wait, to put off moving forward, until
everything is ready. And that is where we are told “..,they worshipped Jesus and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.”

The disciples know that they carry with them the power and promise of Jesus
which they are supposed to share with the world. But they also know that they have
to wait until the time is right, everything is in order, until the day when the promise
becomes reality. And in that time of waiting they don’t simply look back with
nostalgia. They don’t simply dream about what will be. 

They allow those two things- the past and the future- to inform and shape their
lives in the present. Which causes them to be filled with joy because they know the
truth of the good news and they have seen and felt and experienced the power of
Jesus. And they know more is to come so they spend their time praising God for
what has been and what will be. 

Waiting is hard. And let’s make no mistake about it that is exactly what we are
doing right now. What came before is over. The way things were in March before
Covid are finished. But we’re not yet ready to move to what is next. We can’t do
the things we know we will be able do in the months to come and we can’t shift our
lives to live fully within a new normal. We have to wait. 

But waiting doesn’t mean that our lives have to stop and nothing can happen.
Waiting doesn’t mean our lives are empty and meaningless. Remember the
disciples are told that now they will be the witnesses , the bearers of the good news
to the ends of the earth, but they have to wait until the Holy Spirit comes. And as
they wait, they worship Jesus, they spend time praising God and joy fills their lives.
Because waiting in faith is living this moment aware of the promise and love of
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God. 

And that is where we are now. We are waiting for conditions to change, for
opportunities to reemerge, and for life to begin in the new way that we know is
coming.  We’re not there yet. We’re not able to gather in person to worship, to
study, to break bread, to do all the things we love to do as a community of faith.
And yet we know that at some point in the future that will happen. And we know
there is life to be lived until that time comes. 

For even when we are waiting there are opportunities before us. So take this time.
Take this time to be outside and immerse yourself in what God has created. Take
this time for quiet, for reading, for thinking, for conversation, and even for rest.
Take this time not simply to anticipate and focus on what is going to happen but to
live this day with all that it offers. 

Now I want to be clear about something. I’m not saying you should be doing
anything more than you are doing now. I’m not telling you should be writing that
novel, painting the house, learning a new language or anything else. If you are
that’s great and good for you. What I am saying is that waiting in faith is not about
doing or being busy. 

Waiting in faith is about living within the promises of God and allowing the “not
yet” to deliver the peace and presence that you need for this moment. And while
there are things that you will be doing- time you will be taking, opportunities you
will be enjoying- the truth is that waiting in faith is first and foremost about
understanding the promises of God and letting those promises impact and shape
our lives now even before they arrive. 

Because make no mistake about it. Just like the disciples we are witnesses. Every
single one of us are witness to Jesus and to the good news. And we are showing
that to others in how we are living during this time of waiting. In the words we
speak we are telling what we believe and trust and hope. And in the patience we
show, and in how we are taking our time not simply to do or be busy but to
appreciate and serve we are allowing ourselves to be filled with the promises and
presence of God. 


