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The disciples gather together to pray and to wait. They know they are going to be sent
into the world to share the message of Jesus. They know that God has promised to
help them bring the gospel to the world. But they don’t know how they can possibly
do that. For as they wait, I expect the disciples question how they can possibly bring
hope, truth, justice, healing, peace, and change to a world filled with injustice,
inequality, pain, sorrow, suffering, heartache, fear, and uncertainty. How their words,
their actions can make a difference in a hostile, a disbelieving, and a broken world. 

And then the day itself arrives. The day of Pentecost comes amid the waiting and
wondering. The house fills with a rushing wind, tongues of fire descend, and the Holy
Spirit touches each and every one of them. And the time of waiting finishes. The
disciples spill out into the streets and begin to tell the message of Jesus, the good news
of God, in ways they never could before. And the crowd is amazed at the tremendous
thing happening before them and while some scoff the truth is most listen to what is
said and take in what is happening when the presence of God sets the disciples on fire. 

Today we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit and the disciples going out into the
world and beginning the Church. The story is incredible because quite honestly the
beginning of the church is incredible. A collection of men and women with no
resources, no political influence, no social standing, and no formal training, whose
only real qualification is a belief and trust in Jesus and the grace of God create a
means by which God’s love and hope is shared and seen in the world. 

Those unlikely people spread out into the world and reach not simply across lines of
language but also through divisions of gender, race, culture, religion, education, and
class to proclaim the good news of God. And lives are changed, societies are changed,
history is changed by what they do. When the Holy Spirit reaches into the lives of the
waiting and faithful followers of Jesus the world is set on fire. 

We’re waiting. We’re waiting for things to change in our world, for some of the
restrictions to lift and a more normal life to arrive. And as I spoke about last week that
doesn’t mean we’re simply sitting doing nothing. We’re working to keep our faith, our
lives, and our church going in these uncertain and long days of the pandemic. And
when we hear the story of Pentecost we might marvel, be impressed, even long for
days when we can express and be the church in the world and continue that tradition
of making a difference. 
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But the fact is that Pentecost isn’t simply a time to remember what happened so long
ago. This is also a day for us to celebrate that Pentecost is happening right now. The
Holy Spirit is remaking us and reshaping us in ways we have never seen or known
before. 

The world the disciples go out into that first Pentecost is the same hostile, broken, and
sceptical world that rejected and crucified Jesus. And on Pentecost what changes isn’t
the world but the disciples. The disciples are the ones who receive the Holy Spirit and
are inspired to go among the crowds who had crucified Jesus and proclaim that the
crucifixion was not the end but a beginning. The Holy Spirit gives them the new ways
to communicate so the crowd can hear about Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit fills them
with the hope and faith they need to be witnesses to the gospel. 

And so when I say that Pentecost is still happening we need to recognize that the
arrival of the Holy Spirit isn’t about the world being changed but about us being
changed and then us reaching into the world with the good news of Jesus. Pentecost is
about the Holy Spirit showing us a new way of sharing the message of God. It is about
the Holy Spirit leading us into a different way of living as God’s people. It is about us
being made new and then remaking the world.

Eleven weeks ago we were faithful, we were active, and we were reaching into the
world and sharing the good news of Jesus. But we had no internet worship service, no
online coffee time, no online children’s ministry. And yes those things were born of
necessity because we needed to do something different, something new when we
weren’t allowed to gather in person. And we did all those things and more because we
wanted to stay connected, to keep worshipping, to continue to be the church. 

And many of those who would normally be here on a Sunday morning are present
together in this way. But the Holy Spirit has done something incredible. There are
people from the Antigonish area and from Nova Scotia and indeed from other parts of
Canada and around the world who are also worshipping with us because of the new
way we are being the church. 

At Pentecost the disciples spoke in different tongues to reach the people and you know
what? This isn’t that different from what the Spirit is moving us to do in this time. We
are joining and sharing the good news in a way none of us have done before. The Holy
Spirit has come among us and made our way of gathering, our time of faith, a new
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thing. 

And I’m not saying that we’re never going to do the things we used to do before when
restrictions finally lift. We’re going to resume being in this building, meeting together,
learning together, praying together. All the things we did before we will do again. The
disciples who were faithful and prayed together before Pentecost kept being faithful
and praying together after Pentecost. But they also did new things. 

And I know for certain that an online way of connecting, for those at a distance, for
those who are unable to come in person to worship here because of physical barriers,
or work schedules, or whatever reasons, an online service is going to remain part of
our life of faith. Because this new way of being the church is a new way which God
has opened before us as we have waited, prayed, and sought to remain faithful. 

And in this time of waiting each of us have changed as well. The truth is that like the
first Pentecost the Holy Spirit has moved us into the world to share the good news.
Now in the story that was the disciples going from sitting in the room together to the
streets and the crowd found there. And for us the movement hasn’t been in that form
but is movement nevertheless.

We are telephoning, emailing, using social media, and even video conferencing in
order to continue to be the church in ways we never did before. And many of us who
would have never ever dreamt of inviting people to come to church are sharing links
to online services and activities. Sermons are being shared and discussed, you are
talking about life and faith in ways you never did before. Because you are using these
new ways and sometimes renewed ways to keep in touch, to care, to connect to be the
body of Christ, to be the church in the world. 

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit does something new. And we remember and
we celebrate that beginning. For the disciples went from waiting to being the church in
the world. On this Pentecost, in the midst of a pandemic, in the most unusual and
difficult year of our lives the Holy Spirit is also doing something new. 

And as the wind blows through our lives moving us to where we have never been
before, as the tongues of fire touch our lives and inspire us to connect in ways we
never have before we celebrate. We celebrate that the Holy Spirit continues to work
within this church and continues to create through us the way that the good news
changes lives and transforms our world. 


