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Love shows us the way. I expect no one is really surprised by those words. After all
we talk a great deal about love in the church on Sunday mornings and at weddings
and funerals. For we believe that God made the world out of love, that God’s great
love for us sent Jesus among us, and that Jesus’ words and actions are examples
and expressions of love.

For when Jesus is asked to name the greatest commandment, the most important
thing for us to do, Jesus says to love God and to love each other.  And of course as
we proclaim Jesus death on the cross and his rising from the grave we talk about
God’s love for the world and how that love is stronger than hate and death. We are
people who remember and celebrate the love we experience and understand that
love is essential in a life of faith. 

So we have no problems following today’s gospel lesson where Jesus talks to the
disciples about love being important. He reminds them that they will live as his
followers and as people of God if they allow their love to guide them. And talks
about how that love will bind them to each other and to God and how through that
love they will therefore know God and know Jesus. 

And while that is a bit wordy, none of it is shocking or unexpected. But the truth is
that as we listen to these words we often forget that Jesus tells this to the disciples
to get them ready for the difficult days which are coming. He is talking not about
how to be happy and fulfilled but how to make it through despair, hopelessness and
anguish. And we don’t always think about love that way. 

Because let’s be honest. We think of love as a happy thing, something that enriches
our life and is part of the best days within our families, marriages, and friendships.
Something that makes our hearts race and fills us with warmth and comfort. And
let’s make no mistake love is all of those things. But love is so much more. 

For in his words, Jesus reminds us that love is also what gets us through the most
difficult days. Love is the strength which let’s us persevere, hang on, and survive
the Good Fridays which happen in life. Love is the hope which let’s us ride out the
storms and not lose ourselves to despair and fear. Love is the bond which keeps us
together when everything threatens to tear us apart.  Because love keeps us
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focussed on what is important in our lives and keeps those lives pointed in the way
which God calls us to live. 

In his words to the disciples before the horror and despair of the crucifixion, in
advance of the time when the disciples are unsure and fearful, filled with anxiety
and guilt, Jesus tells them to remember their love. To remember not simply that
they are loved but that the love they have for God and for each other will show
them the way to carry on. And I don’t know about you but that is a message I
certainly need to hear. 

Because nine weeks into this pandemic with the way ahead still uncertain I’m
starting to feel tattered and frayed around the edges. I’m holding on, continuing
forward but I’m not as patient as I know I can be and have been with the people
around me. I find the uncertainty about the future a constant burden. And I’m
frustrated by all the things I can no longer do because of the restrictions. 

Life has been disrupted and while at times that has been easy to accept on other
occasions it has been very, very difficult. So while I’m continuing on I can
certainly feel the stress and strain of events taking their toll. And I know for some
of you things have been okay but you are very much aware of how difficult the
world has become for many. And for others of you this has been a very trying and
painful number of months. And to all of us, no matter how we are doing, these
words remind us that love shows us the way to live. 

For we find what we need in the love of Jesus. We find our centre, our rock, our
certainty. So go to God with what is in your heart and discover once more that you
are loved and cherished. Spend some time just in the knowledge that God loves you
and cares for you and is there for you. Let go of your fears, worries, and pain. Let
yourself be renewed, restored, and rejuvenated. Let your love for God lead you to
know and experience and rely on God’s love for you. 

And then allow that love to guide you and show you the way. So that you can get
through this day with all of its trouble. So that you can find moments of peace and
experience hope. So that you can see the goodness and possibility in what might
come tomorrow. Because God’s love supports us, encourages us, and helps us
move through the Good Friday experiences- when we feel lost and alone- and
reminds us that the joy and potential of Easter is at hand.
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And let me stay with that for just a moment longer. The problem with difficult
times is that we can become isolated and overwhelmed. It can feels like we are
alone and that nothing matters. But Jesus is very clear that we matter. You and I
matter to God. And if we believe and trust and hope and let the love of God anchor
us then we will discover that God is there for us. And that other people, friends,
family, neighbours, fellow Christians are also there for us.

Because the truth is that the love of God is within our lives and our world. And
when things are hard that is when we need to learn hard on that love. So if you are
having a rough time let the love of God and the love of other people help you. 
None of us are not expected to get through difficult times by ourselves so let God
and let others be there for you.  

That’s what Jesus is talking about when he says if you love me you will follow my
commandments. If we let our love for God guide us we will live as God asks and
open ourselves up to the blessings that come with a faith filled life. So let your love
for God open the way for you to be supported, to be strengthened, and to be helped. 

And then, then let the love of God open before you the possibility of not simply
getting through this time but actually making a difference in the lives of others.  Let
love show you how to be patient, kind, and generous so that your words and actions
bless others. Because God’s love works through us when we speak and act in love
and that love changes the world.  

For the truth is that when the world is at its darkest Jesus tells us to shine. When
there is pain we are to bring comfort. When there is despair we are to bring hope.
For the love we know isn’t something that we keep hidden inside of us but rather
something we let show in what we say and what we do. So when there is no light,
no hope, and the way isn’t obvious our witness, our words, our actions our lives of
faith show the way forward. 

And all of that happens through God’s love for us and our love for God and each
other. Because love anchors us to what is important and who is important. Love
focuses us and reminds us that we are not alone and show us how to be there for
each other. And love shows us not merely the possibility and potential of a new
tomorrow but the way to go there in our lives.


