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Like many of you I am horrified by the events happening in cities across the United
States where protests have broken out following the death of George Floyd. I am
horrified that the frustration and outrage of the black community in those cities has
been answered with violence and the threat of military intervention. Yes, the looters
and vandals need to be dealt with but to not allow peaceful protest and to not
recognize that the death of a citizen at the hands of police is a serious problem, is
simply reprehensible. 

And I know many people are pointing to the arrest of the officers involved and it is
true that in years past there would have been no action taken against them. And many
raise the fact that racism, especially the prejudice faced by blacks, is now being
discussed as never before. And I won’t argue that those things aren’t good because
they are. But the fact remains that they are not good enough. Because what needs to
happen in our world is something more than a simple recognition that we have a
problem with racism. We need to change our hearts as well as our minds.

Our Old Testament reading this morning from Genesis is the first story of creation
where God creates the world and everything in it. God places a goodness, a holiness
within all of creation and comments at each step that those things are good. The light
and dark, the waters and earth are good, the plants and animals are good. And when
God gets to human beings, gets to you and I, God chooses to do something
remarkable. God doesn’t merely make us good- God creates us in the very image of
God. 

Which means that you, who you are and your abilities and gifts, your talents and
personality, in some way reflect who God is. The divine, the transcendent, the holy
rests in you and can be seen in you. Which means you are precious, you are beloved,
you are special because you are a reflection, a glimpse of the sacred. 

And the same is true for every other person no matter how different or similar they are
to you. And so treating someone as less than human, as not worthy, as lesser because
of the colour of their skin, their ethnicity, their culture, their language or for any other
reason is denying that they carry in them the image of God. And that is simply wrong.
In all the colours we are, in all the shapes we are, with all our differences and
similarities we are made in the image of God and to refuse to see that is to refuse to
see God.
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And I’ve said “person” so far and I need to be a bit more specific because in Nova
Scotia we experienced in April the violence of a man filled with hatred and distain for
women and that is also offensive because the divine image is there whether you are
male or female. Treating a woman as less than a man is contrary to what God intends
and what Jesus teaches. Yes, men and women are different because each of us reflect
the divine in a different way and together, respecting and sharing and working in
harmony, we experience a richer and more profound understanding of God and that
allows us to create a richer and stronger community.

And I know I’ve only touched on some of the richness and diversity God has placed
within creation. June is Pride Month, a time set aside to celebrate the various
expressions of human sexuality, and it is an opportunity for us in the church to affirm
that the image of God is seen in every single person.  Because whether you are born
gay, straight, lesbian, transgender, bi, two spirited, asexual, or understand yourself in
some way I haven’t mentioned. Whether you are a man, woman, or non binary.
Whether your ancestors were from Africa, Asia, Europe, a First Nation, or somewhere
else the fact is that you are created in the image of God and you are precious to God. 

And for us to dismiss, discount, or diminish someone because of the way they are
created runs contrary to the love of God. God made all of us in the divine image and
so, in the words of Genesis every person, no matter how different or similar that are to
us, is good. And for us to acknowledge the goodness, the sacred, in each person, to
recognize their value and their worth, starts us on the way to living together as we
should.

I know that here in Canada there has been a different reaction by political leaders to
protests than south of the border. There has been recognition that we do have racism
and that the black community has been treated unfairly. Premier MacNeil ended a
press conference on Covid with three words “Black Lives Matter” as a way of
reminding us that we need to see and recognize how racism and prejudice still exists. 

For let’s not forget that twelve weeks ago before Covid 19 was our primary concern
that we were dealing with First Nations protests across this country as their frustration
and anger was being expressed. And the protests taking place in Canada this past
week, especially the ones in Nova Scotia, remind us that there are many of our
neighbours and friends, family members and even people in this church, who are
frustrated with the racism and prejudice that is built into our healthcare system, our



3

justice system, our education system and throughout our society. And again yes there
has been progress but we know there are problems and we need to do better and be
better in this nation.

Because acknowledging there is a problem isn’t the answer but only the first step
toward building the world God envisions for us. A world where everyone is valued
and accepted and celebrated. And we know the way to that better world. For we know
that God has seen the suffering and sin in the world and acted through Jesus to open
the way to change. Jesus shows by his death on the cross and rising from the grave
that hatred and violence and cruelty are powerless in the face of love, forgiveness, and
grace, and that those three things can transform not merely individual lives but change
the world itself from what is to what can and should be. 

For that is the gospel message. And our calling and purpose as Christians is to believe
and hope in that message and to share that good news with the world. And the best
way to teach about Jesus and the love and grace of God is to embody those things. So
be signs of forgiveness and love in midst of resentment and mistrust. Stand with
people who are frustrated and angry at how they have been treated.

Recognize that our place isn’t to speak for other people, especially if we are part of the
majority, but to make sure they are heard. So listen and work to make sure our
political leaders listen as well. And recognize and admit where and how we have been
wrong and no matter how hard it is confess how we have failed and then commit to
change. See where there are problems and prejudice and understand how and why our
society needs to change. 

And if all of that sounds overwhelming remember what Jesus says at the end of our
gospel lesson. Jesus tells us that he will be with us always until the end of the age. So
the presence of God is near.  To give us the wisdom to know when to speak and what
to say. To give us the strength to be bold, to act and to persevere. To give us the grace
we need to do what needs to be done and to change both ourselves and our world. 

For what God wants, envisions and intends is a world where all are loved, cherished,
and recognized as part of the divine image and plan, a world where we care for each
other, support each other, and love each other. A world where we work together with
God to build a society and a life where things are not merely good for some but very
good for everyone.


