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Summer holidays in our house usually depend on two things. How much money we
have set aside and how much time off we have. Because while great ideas about
vacations in the cold winter months are nice the reality is that our choice is limited by
dollars and days. And of course this year that is compounded by Covid restrictions. So
the question of what we will do really becomes a matter of what do we have to work
with. 

Which I’m sure is not all that different from anyone else planning a vacation or even
making decisions about daily life. We look at what we have and try to figure out how
to make it stretch to fit what we want. Perhaps we’re not even aware of it but that is
often how we make decisions. We live with limits and limited means. And using what
we have wisely helps us to make the best of life. 

In this morning’s Gospel lesson a crowd has gathered to hear Jesus teach in a deserted
place and when it becomes late, Jesus asks the disciples to feed them.  The disciples
have a look at the crowd and the food they have available and announce that they
can’t. They don’t have enough food. They only have fives loaves and two fish and that
is not enough to feed thousands and thousands of people. So the disciples tell Jesus to
dismiss the crowd, send them away because there isn’t enough food and there is
nothing they can do about their hunger. 

But Jesus tells them to get everyone to sit down. He blesses the little bit of food they
have and tells them to distribute it. And everyone gets fed. Everyone eats their fill.
And when they collect what hasn’t been eaten there are twelve baskets full of food.
Which is of course more bread and fish than they started with. 

I’m sure the feeding of the five thousand is a familiar story to everyone. It appears in
every single one of our gospels and in fact Matthew says that Jesus repeats the miracle
later in the sight of the disciples with a completely different crowd. Jesus feeds
thousands of people with very little food.

And now I’m going to ask a question which rarely gets asked around this familiar
story but I think is very important for us to think about. So what? Honestly as miracles
go it is not that earth shattering. Its not as impressive as bringing someone back from
the dead or giving them back their sight. Its not as surprising as walking on water or
life changing as letting the crippled walk again. All that happens in this story is that
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some hungry people get fed. 

And honestly that happens every day. It happened this morning when we had
breakfast and I’m sure it will happen within the next few hours when we have our next
meal. Yes, there is the wonder in the story of what takes place and the small amount of
food feeding the crowd and the amount that is left over, but the truth is that I’m not
sure that the people being fed, apart from the disciples, even know what’s going on. 

Because in other stories about miracles those affected praise God and those who
witness it wonder aloud about what has taken place. And none of that happens in this
story. So what is the importance of this often heard but rarely thought about miracle?

Well like some of the other stories we’ve looked at this summer the importance may
not be in what happens in the story but in what the story means. Yes, it is miraculous
that Jesus feeds more than five thousand people with so little food. But God created
everything so honestly the fact that there is more than enough food for everyone in
and of itself shouldn’t surprise us.

But what is striking is the difference in how the disciples and Jesus see the situation
before them. The disciples see so many people, so much need, and can’t imagine the
resources they have will make any difference. While Jesus sees the five loaves and
two fish and sets about feeding the multitude. And in that we catch a glimpse at how
God looks at the world. 

God doesn’t see the world in terms of limited resources. God looks at the world in
terms of infinite mercy and grace. So when Jesus sees the crowd in the story he does
not consider how much it will take to feed them, his concern is not if he has the
resources to help them, but rather his attention is on their  hunger. 

Which is why the disciples don’t understand when he tells them to feed the crowd.
And why the miracle for us comes from the fact he starts to feed them with so little
and ends up with more that he started with. Because we’re paying attention to how
much Jesus has to work with while Jesus is paying attention to the people in need. 

We look at life in terms of how little there is. And God looks at the world in terms of
how much there can be. We’re with the disciples wondering how we can possibly feed
so many with so little. How we can make do with what we have. How we can stretch
our resources. And God reminds us to look instead to the infinite and have faith. Look
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to creator of all and trust, hope, and believe. And then reach out with what we have so
there can be more.

For in looking out into the world with its needs and troubles, looking at our own lives
with our limitations and weaknesses, its easy to start making decisions of faith based
on limited resources. To focus on small things and small possibilities. But that is not
the gospel of Jesus Christ. For our hope is grounded in the limitless love of God and
the infinite mercy expressed through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

And that is the importance of the story of the feeding of the five thousand and why all
the gospels make sure this story is told. So we can remember what God has done and
what God is doing through Jesus Christ. So we can make our decisions, live our lives
based not on what we have but on the grace of God who provides. 

For God is not calling us as Christians to make do with the limited time and resources
we have, God invites us to participate in building the  kingdom of heaven here on
earth.  God calls us to know we’re not working simply with our own abilities and
resources but rather with what God gives to us.  And as soon as we realize that we
have a different approach and a much richer life. For we stop looking at what we have
and how far it will go and concentrate instead on doing what needs to be done. 

For if we are faithful, everything is ours. And no I’m not saying if you simply believe
you will have more. That’s not what happens in our story. No one has more holidays
or money simply by believing. The Covid restrictions on travel aren’t going to go
away just because we hope they will. But that’s not the point. The question isn’t “how
much do we have” but rather “how are we going to let God bless and use what we
have to provide more for others.” 

The disciples never have more than five loaves and two fish to work with. But with
Jesus leading they offer those limited resources, they give what they have to help
others. And that is where the miracle takes place. For when they stop looking at how
little they have and how that will never be enough they allow God to open up
unimagined possibilities. 

For when we allow God to provide there is more than enough. And that is a message
which is good news for this world of want and need. Good News that there is more
that we can imagine when we open our hearts and lives to the mercy, the love and the
grace of God. 


