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This morning’s gospel lesson of the Sower and the seeds is not hard to follow. After
all while few of us are farmers the truth is that all of us have planted seeds or cared
for houseplants, flowers, or vegetables at some point in our lives. Which makes this
story accessible, easy to understand, and honestly more than a bit confusing. 

Because Jesus tells the story of a person going out to plant seeds. Yet the parable
isn’t about the type of seeds, the way they are planted, when they are planted, the
watering, the weeding, or even the harvesting. No, Jesus spends most of the time
talking about why certain seeds don’t grow.  And honestly that is a strange focus.

But of course Jesus isn’t talking about gardening in this story but using seeds and
plants as a way to teach about God and God’s way. After all that’s what a parable is-
a story which talks about something which we can all understand and follow in order
to teach us about the divine- a topic that is confusing and mysterious. And when we
hear a parable of Jesus and find parts that are surprising those are actually the points
we want to pay close attention to because those places, the confusing point, the
surprising action, are glimpses of God and God’s way

Our reading this morning comes in two parts- the parable and an explanation. And
while the explanation helps us understand the parable, today I’m going to focus more
on the parable and less on the explanation.  Because parables have a richness of
meaning which isn’t captured in any one way of looking at them and the danger
when we hear an explanation which helps us understand some things is that we stop
listening because we assume we know what the story means. So let’s open our ears
as Jesus asks and hear the message for our lives. 

A sower goes out to sow. And as the seeds are planted there are four different places
that they end up. Which when you think about it makes no sense. Because if we were
to plant seeds then we would only put them where we know they will grow. But the
sower in our parable seems to put seeds anywhere and everywhere. 

Which while it might be poor gardening practice is actually a wonderful witness to
how much God cares for us. For God’s grace, God’s word, Gods love isn’t just
tightly focused on those who will receive and respond but is freely and generously
given to everyone. God isn’t willing to pass up a chance, no matter how slim for us
to hear and know and experience God’s presence.  And even when we do not
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respond that doesn’t mean that what God does is wasted. 

The first seeds are the ones which fall on the path and get eaten by the birds. And the
explanation tells us that the seeds are the word of God, that possibility for the good
news to take root in a life and grow. But some people aren’t interested or reject God
out of hand. And so the word has no chance to take root and grow in their lives. But
notice a couple of things. 

The sower still lets seed fall there. Because the invitation always comes even if and
when we reject God. The gospel isn’t a one time limited opportunity and then it is
gone. No, the invitation comes even if we aren’t willing to listen. But the surprise
doesn’t end there. The seeds get eaten by the birds. Which means they don’t go to
waste. In the parable, the seeds don’t simply rot or are trod underfoot. No, they still
provide nourishment and serve a purpose. 

And that is something interesting which we don’t always recognize. At times God
works in our lives, we hear something, experience something, and even when we
don’t embrace and accept what God is doing, that experience, those words might still
make a difference to someone else. We repeat what is said and others are affected by
those words even if we reject them. We refuse to accept what is given to us but in
doing so allow others to take those things for their lives. What can’t grow in our
lives nourishes someone else for God’s efforts are never in vain. 

The next seeds fall on shallow ground and while they sprout and grow quickly the
sun comes and because the roots are shallow the plants die quickly. For the truth is
that there are circumstances and events that challenge our faith directly. We find our
beliefs and hopes, our understandings and trust shaken and sometimes even broken
by what happens to us. And what I find interesting in this instance is that the seed
still grows. No, it can’t survive for long but the conditions are almost right for it to
grow. 

Which starts us thinking about what we need to do when we find our faith starting to
whither under the hot sun of life. And the obvious answer from the story is that we
need to dig deeper to let our faith take root in a stronger way. There is no problem
with how the seed grows the problem is the depth we let it go. And I don’t think this
is just something for people struggling to accept Jesus but something for all of us to
hear. How can we deepen our understanding and experience and let the roots of our
faith grow stronger?
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Our third of set circumstance for seeds is similar to the shallow roots but not quite
the same. For with these seeds we don’t catch any hint that there is a problem with
the soil or roots. No, here the problem is space. Weeds crowd the seeds trying to
grow so there is no room for them and they die. Because the truth is that we need to
make sure there is room for the word of God, for the movement of the Holy Spirit,
for the gospel of Christ to grow in our lives. 

Now the explanation talks about worries and cares choking the life of faith. And I
think we always need to be aware and conscious of that. But we also have to make
sure that we give time for prayer, for spiritual grow, for letting the word of God
grow within our lives to bring about something beautiful. 

Which brings us to the last place the seeds fall. And I think sometimes the
conclusion doesn’t get quite the attention it deserves. The seed falls and produces a
bountiful harvest. But I think we have to really look and see how rich that growth is.
Because what Jesus describes is a crop more bountiful than any gardener or farmer
could ever hope for because we’re not talking five or ten times back what is planted
but rather one hundred, sixty or thirty. A reminder that what God does in our lives is
something that grows and prospers in a way which is truly miraculous. 

But let’s not stop on that point. Because the fact is that when we back up and see
what it is that caused such a bounty, what soil and conditions made this possible all
we are told is the seed fell on good soil. And we can guess that the soil is open to
receive the seed unlike the path, the soil has enough depth to let the seed grow a deep
root unlike the ones which withered in the sun, that the soil has enough room to let
the seeds grow unlike the ones choked out by weeds. But other than that we have no
hint from the parable about what the good seed needs to grow. And I think that is the
final surprise of the parable. 

Because for God’s presence to make a difference in your life, for God’s blessing to
prosper in your life, you simply need to be open to God, to take time to ensure there
is depth to your faith, and make room for your discipleship to flourish. That is it.
Simple easy things for us to do. Because the good news isn’t that we can make the
seed flourish but that God richly blesses us with grace and love in our lives. For the
growth of the seeds isn’t our concern, only the conditions the events, the
circumstances that we can control. Because when we allow God into our lives, when
we let that seed take root, then what grows is something better, more bountiful, and
richer than we can ever imagine.  


