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This morning’s gospel reading starts with Jesus asking a question. “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” or in simpler terms “Who do people say that I am?”
And the disciples answer with what they have heard in their travels. “Some say
John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” And
none of those answers are surprising. 

Because Jesus is preaching to crowds and drawing attention just as John the Baptist
did. He is becoming known for his wondrous deeds like Elijah, and some probably
liken him to Jeremiah or one of the other prophets who helped the people through a
difficult time in their land. And what all these answers have in common is that the
people think that Jesus is a holy person sent from God. 

Now the people don’t actually think he is John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or any
other of the other prophets who has come back to life again but the responses show
that the people think that Jesus is holy and trustworthy and that his ministry is
blessed and inspired by God. They show that Jesus is held in high regard and
people are listening to his words and noticing his actions.

And again none of that is a surprise. Even today if you walk into any bookstore and
look in the religion section or if you type who is Jesus into your favorite search
engine you will get a wide variety of answers which all say in some way that Jesus
was a good person who encouraged others to be loving. And because that is a
commonly held opinion, and because that is what other people are saying about
Jesus, it is simple and easy to repeat. And let me stay with that point for a moment. 

There is no risk in sharing what other people say, or even what the church teaches
or what other Christians believe. We’re simply relating what someone else thinks.
We’re talking about Jesus as others talk about him and passing along their
opinions. In other words we’re just telling what we have been told. 

And while that has its place and can be useful the truth is that such statements don’t
really touch our lives because we’re not talking about what we believe. For the
truth is that what the disciples tell Jesus in response to that first question doesn’t
talk about their own personal faith. Which brings us to the second question Jesus
asks. 



“But who do you say that I am?” And this is a completely different question.
Because now we’re not talking about what others think but about what we think.
And while Peter’s response “You are the Messiah, the Son of God” may sound like
a similar answer to the responses to the first question Jesus asks, the truth is that it
is completely different. Because Peter is not talking about what others think, what
others have expressed by their words and arguments, or even what the majority of
people assume. No, here Peter is talking about what he believes to be true. 

He is saying “I believe you are the Messiah, the promised one from God who has
come to bring about the promises which God made in scripture.” He is professing
Jesus as the one who has come from God in a way that no others have ever come
and he is proclaiming that what will happen in and through Jesus is different and
unique and special. 

Peter is answering in faith. He is answering from his heart. He is telling what he
believes about Jesus. He is sharing not simply what he thinks but what he feels and
trusts and hopes. And if telling what others believe is easy then telling what we
believe is always difficult. And I say that not just because we sometimes struggle to
find the right words to express our faith but because when we tell what we believe
we are sharing what we have experienced, what we hold dear, what we treasure in
the deepest parts of our heart. We are revealing a part of ourselves, our faith, that is
very personal, very intimate, and that makes us very vulnerable.

I spend time up on the St FX Campus during the school year and I meet many
different people both students and faculty and staff. And on more than one
occasion I have been asked why I believe in Jesus. And it is interesting because I
find the answer that gets the most attention isn’t when I tell them about how there
must be a God because and talk about nature or philosophy or the traditional
intellectual arguments for the existence of God. Because while I have had those
conversations as well and they are interesting I’ve never met anyone who came to
faith that way. 

But when I talk about my own life, my own experience, how I’ve felt God and
experienced mercy and grace when I was hurting and broken then I find others
listen. In other words when I share my personal story and tie that into why and how
I believe in Jesus as the son of God, the Messiah, and all the other things I believe
then even the ardent atheist, the person who has been hurt by the church, or the one
who has fallen away listens. Because I’m not talking about what they should



believe or what others think but about what I believe and trust to be true. 

Now we need to talk about what others have said and understand the witness they
are giving because honestly those words can give us the words we need to say what
we believe. But let’s make no mistake about it what is really important isn’t what
other people think and how well their ideas are formed or shared or expressed. No,
what is most important is what we believe. Not because we have all the answers, or
the only way to know God, or anything else. But because what we believe is how
we are connected to the divine and reveals how God is working in us and through
us.  

Which brings us back to our gospel lesson. Because there are still half the verses of
our reading left after Jesus asks the two questions and gets the answers. And when
Peter gives his answer to the question of what he believe about Jesus, when he
makes his profession of faith, Jesus tells him that no one else has given him that
answer but rather it comes from God. For Peter’s response is from him being open
to God, to hearing the insight and wisdom from heaven and seeing that on earth, on
him trusting with the little he had seen about so much more. 

And that is what faith is about. Because faith is not simply about what we believe
but rather what God is able to do in and with our lives because of what we believe.
For Jesus tells Peter than from the faith he professes the church will be formed and
nothing, nothing above or below, will be able to stop that from happening and from
transforming the world.

Faith is what grows within us and allows us to become the people God needs us to
be. So that we can know grace and show grace. So that we can be forgiven and
forgive. So that we can be loved and love. For faith, the belief and trust and hope
that we have in God, in Jesus, in the Holy Spirit, is what allows us to be the people
who experience and build the kingdom of heaven here on earth. For the faith we
live and the faith we share is the way we show what God is doing and what God
can do in the lives of those who believe. 


