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Even if you have never been to church or opened a Bible you have probably heard
of Jesus walking on water.  After all, the image from our reading of Jesus crossing
the sea on foot is dramatic and has captured the imagination of many artists down
through the ages. And the expression  “walk on water” is a common way to
describe doing something incredible and miraculous. And while our lesson this day
does describe Jesus walking on water the truth is that the focus of the story isn’t on
what Jesus does but on how the disciples respond to him. 

Our lesson follows the story of the multitude being fed. After teaching and feeding
the crowd, Jesus sends the disciples off by boat and goes off by himself to pray.
And the disciples start rowing to the other shore. And the going is difficult because
the wind and a storm are rising and that is when they see Jesus walking on the
water toward them.

And let me pause on that point for a moment. The disciples are rowing a boat. That
is something they have done all their lives. They live and work on the water so
their effort is something that is typical, ordinary, and normal for them. There is a
storm coming up so this is an ordinary time when they are in need because they are
fighting against wind and waves trying to get to the other side. They are struggling
and that is when the incredible enters their lives. 

And that point is important because when we think of the holy, the miraculous, the
incredible actions of God, we usually think of that happening in special
circumstances and in unique places. The holy might touch us in churches during
special times of the year, at moments of incredible natural beauty or in high points
of our lives. We assume that the holy happens in those once in a lifetime moments
that are rare and special. But this story actually tells us the opposite. 

Jesus draws close to the disciples during the struggles of an ordinary day and the
possibility of the miraculous opens up. And initially the disciples are terrified.
They see Jesus and assume it’s a ghost. But Jesus calls out to them and they realize
who it is. And that’s when everything gets interesting. 

Because Peter asks if he can join Jesus on the water. He wants to share in the
wondrous and incredible that is happening. And Jesus simply says “Come.” And
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Peter steps out of the boat and onto the water. And what follows is not what we
expect. Because we expect Peter to start to sink and to cry out to Jesus for help.
And while that will happen, first there is a wonderful line of scripture that says
“Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.”

And think about that line for a moment. Peter who lived and worked around water
all his life, who is from a fishing family, does something which I expect he never
believed possible. He hears the invitation of Jesus to come and he answers. He gets
out of the boat and experiences something he has never experienced before. He
does the incredible, the extraordinary, the unbelievable which has no explanation.
Peter walks on water. 

And yes I know it goes south in the next verse but let’s not jump there before
recognizing that Peter walks on water. He knows the thrill of the divine changing
his life and for that moment does something he never dreamt or expected. He steps
out in faith and the reward is something greater than any of us could imagine. He
lives the miraculous for those incredible steps. 

And then he notices the storm and starts to sink. And in his fear he cries out to
Jesus and Jesus immediately reaches for him and saving him from the water asks
him why he does not have more faith. Peter in an instant goes from living the
miraculous to being consumed by fear and uncertainty. And I think what Jesus is
asking Peter is why he doubts, why he isn’t willing to trust when Jesus is right
there. For when Peter cries out “Lord, save me” as he starts to sink we can almost
hear the doubt in his voice, the question of whether Jesus will be there for him as
things fall apart.

Because when we sink we often doubt and question whether Jesus will be there for
us. And the truth is that we should believe and trust and hope and have faith when
we need Jesus the most. Peter lets his fears overwhelm him, he doubts what is
happening, he looks at the storm and his feet and not at Jesus and starts to sink. But
he cries out and Jesus saves him. And think that is an important part of the story.

Because when they all get in the boat, when the storm and wind die down and they
are headed to the other side, the disciples say that truly Jesus is the son of God.
After all they have seen him walk on water and still the storm. But I think that is
not the whole story because to know the whole story we have to look again at
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Peter. 

The other disciples see Jesus doing the incredible. They witness with their own
eyes him walking on water. But that is all that happens for them. Because they stay
with what they know, what is familiar, what is safe. They stay in the boat. But not
Peter. Because in our story we might think Peter is a failure because he sinks when
he begins to fear. 

But remember Peter is the one who gets out of the boat and experiences the
incredible not merely as an observer but as a participant. While the others sit at a
distance in amazement, Peter steps out of the safety and certainty and he walks
where he has never walked before as he goes to Jesus. Peter lives the miraculous in
his life. And I can’t imagine that he ever forgets what happens on that day. And I
mean everything that happens to him on that day.

Because he knows the thrill of walking on water and the unforseen happening in
his life as he answers the call of Jesus. And he knows that his fear and doubt can
take that away from him. But there is more. He knows that when he falls he will be
lifted up, that when he is in need Jesus will save him. For Peter feels the hand of
Jesus lifting him up and leading him back to the boat. And so the other disciples
say that Jesus is the son of God because they have seen him do the incredible. But
Peter says that Jesus is the son of God because when he steps out of the boat in
answer to Jesus,  Jesus does the incredible in his life. 

For when Jesus comes near, when the presence of God touches us even in the midst
of the storms of life then it is time for us to get out of the boat. To answer the
invitation of God to go beyond the expected, the safe, the certain and to experience
the incredible. To get our feet wet by joining Jesus on the water and knowing that
the call of God allows us to do more and be more than we have ever been before.
To take that step of faith and experience something that we will always carry with
us. 

And not to worry if we sink. Because the promise is that Jesus will be there for us
when we risk in faith, when we reach in faith, and when the storms and fears
overtake us. For answering the call of Jesus is not about success but trust. Because
when we do we find ourselves where we never expected we discover not merely
more about God but more about what it means to follow as a disciple in this world. 


