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“You are the Christ.” Those are the words that Peter says just before this morning’s

gospel lesson. Jesus is walking with the disciples and asks them “who do people say

that I am?” And the disciples tell Jesus what others believe about him. And then Jesus

asks “And who do you say that I am?” And Peter professes “You are the Messiah, the

Christ.”

In other words Peter says “Jesus you are the one sent by God to show us the way, the

direction for our lives. You are the long promised, long expected savior from God.

God has sent you to save us and our world.” Peter catches a glimpse of the truth

standing before him. He understands something deep and meaningful and sees what

God is doing. And that revelation, that insight, leads into this morning’s reading.

Jesus then begins to teach Peter and the other disciples what he will do as Messiah.

Jesus talks about his rejection, his suffering and his death. And he tells them that after

death he will rise from the grave. And Peter who knows that Jesus is the Messiah, who

understands that Jesus has come from God, Peter takes Jesus aside and argues with

him. Peter basically tells him to be quiet, to not to speak that way. And I think we

need to put those two responses of Peter together - you are the Christ but you can’t

talk about rejection and suffering Jesus- we need to put those together in order to truly

hear Jesus’ words about the cross. 

Because in faith we have moments where we understand and know the profound and

deep truth of what God is doing in our world. We have times of inspiration and insight

And that is a very good thing. Having glimpses of the connections, the wonder before

us moves us to a better appreciation and knowledge of who God is and what God is

doing. Feeling the presence of God and experiencing the divine is a part of our faith. 

But notice as I’ve been speaking I’ve said things like moments, times, glimpses.

Because what we know is true but that doesn’t mean we know all  the truth. Peter has

no problems seeing Jesus as the Messiah sent from God. He probably understands

better than the other disciples who Jesus is because his profession of faith is heartfelt

and insightful and sincere. And I don’t think that Peter has the wrong idea of what the

Messiah is. 

He knows and professes that the Messiah is from God, come to lead the people from

where they are to where God calls them to be. He believes that Jesus has come to show

the people God’s will, God’s way, and to bring about new life for them. And honestly
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that is what Jesus comes to do. But how Jesus does those things is not what anyone

expects.

And that is why Peter has a problem when Jesus starts to talk about rejection,

suffering, and death. Because he understands the changes and hope that God is

bringing to the world through Jesus. He sees that the promise made long ago is

coming true and something wonderful is happening.  And he assumes he knows how

that is going to happen. I expect he thinks that since Jesus is the Messiah there is

nothing but glory and victory ahead of him and any who follow him. And that is a

problem. 

Because when Jesus teaches about difficulty, rejection, and suffering, Peter can’t

accept that it is true.  And as he takes Jesus aside and tries to silence what Jesus is

saying Jesus tells him that he is the one who needs to be quiet and in case we didn’t

catch the force of those words he puts Peter in his place- telling him that he needs to

follow instead of getting in the way. 

Because faith is more that simply knowing the truth, understanding the wonderful

possibilities which God opens up. Faith is also about living as God calls us to live and

discovering not what we expect but what God is doing. Because knowing Jesus is the

Messiah and following Jesus as a disciple are not the same thing. 

Lent is a time for soul searching and reflection. An opportunity for us to focus on

what we are doing right and to change what we are doing wrong. And again I’m

choosing those words deliberately. Because we get some things right. We have

experiences, insights, answers which are meaningful, deep, and profound. We have

understanding. 

And our challenge as Christians is to take that knowledge, that understanding, and not

assume we know everything but allow God through those things to change our lives.

Because the difficulty for us isn’t in our heads but in our hearts. It isn’t in figuring out

the gospel but in letting the gospel shape us. It is in letting Jesus show us what it

means to be a disciple, a follower, a Christian in the world.

Jesus says “take up your cross and follow me.” And that is a very blunt message.

Because the way Jesus calls us to follow is a way of self sacrifice, service, and

humility. Yes, there is comfort and peace, hope and joy in discipleship. But the way of

the cross is not one in which everything is easy and pleasant and we get rewarded
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around every turn but one where we roll up our sleeves, get our hands dirty, and deal

with difficulty and pain. And that isn’t merely important, that is essential to our

understanding of faith. 

Because where Jesus leads takes us to the places of pain and need and calls us to do

something about it. The way of the cross is not about building us up and making our

lives easier but about us lifting others up and transforming our world. The way of

Jesus, carrying your cross, is not about what we want and desire but about what God

calls us to do and be in the world. 

Which is why Jesus says those who want to save their lives will lose them and those

who let go of their lives for my sake, the sake of the gospel, will save them. And I

know that is a bit confusing so I want you to do something for me. I want you to take

one hand and hold onto your other hand. Do it firmly but comfortably. Now without

letting go try to pick up your bulletin, or your Bible, or actually anything else. And of

course you can’t do it because you’re focused on holding onto yourself. You’re not

free, not open to take up anything offered to you. Which is exactly what Jesus is

talking about.

If we focus on holding onto ourselves we’re not able to take what God gives to us

through Jesus. If we’re clinging to this world, or money, or pleasure, or expectations,

or anything else, then we can’t receive any of the gifts God offers. And Jesus warns

when we do that, hold onto this life, then we eventually lose that too. But if we let go,

if we follow as Jesus calls and pick up our cross then we receive what God offers- a

new life filled with forgiveness and mercy, purpose and meaning. Our focus stops

being on us and what we want and we discover the possibility and potential that God

has created within all of us.

Jesus is the Messiah, the one sent from God to show us the way. So pick up your cross

and follow him. Don’t be worried about the cost but follow by being caring and

loving, by serving and giving. Be a light in the world and a worker in the vineyard. 

Be open to what God is saying to you in your life. Don’t be afraid of the path before

you but rather travel it and know that as you do, you are discovering and living within

the promises of God. For the way of Jesus may be difficult and carrying a cross may

be challenging but it leads to the new life which God offers us in this world and

eternal life in the world to come. 


