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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and

intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

March 14, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Lent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER

Prelude Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross         Michèle Ashby

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship (responsive adapted from 1 John 4:9,11-12)

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent Jesus into the world so that we might live. 

In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that God loved us and sent Jesus to save us from sin. 

No one has ever seen God but if we love one another, 

God lives in us, and God’s love is perfected in us.

Prayer of Approach: (together)

Eternal God, in love you created us 

filled with potential and possibility. 

In love you call us back from sin and destruction 

offering us forgiveness and salvation.

In love you renew us, 

giving us hope and new life. 

As we gather for worship, touch our lives with your grace, your

mercy, and your peace for we come in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Children’s story and the Lord’s prayer.

Meditative Music Jesus Loves Me

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE

Responsive Reading: Psalm 107:1-9  (p. 831  VU)

O give thanks, for God is gracious;

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Let the redeemed of God say so, those redeemed from trouble,

whom God gathered in from the lands. 

From the east and the west,

from the north and the south.  R.

Some lost their way in desert wastes, finding no place to settle;

hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to you, God, in their trouble;

you rescued them from their distress.

You led them by a straight path, till they reached a place to settle.

Let them thank you, O God, for your steadfast love,

for the wonders you do for us.

For you satisfy the thirsty, and fill the hungry with good things. R.

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

Gospel: John 3:14-21

Anthem Be Still My Soul                 Michèle Ashby

Sermon: “By Grace Alone”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND

Meditative Music Amazing Grace

Prayers of the People

Commissioning and Benediction

Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this

be a time for you to draw closer to God. The services online are posted

each week on our website ( www.stjamesuc.com )and through social

media (www.facebook.com/stjamesAntigonish )

For the month of March, the church office will be open on Tuesday and

Thursday mornings from 10 am until noon. Emails, voice messages, and

mail slot are checked regularly.

The worship committee met last Week to look at the upcoming Holy

Week and Easter services. It was decided because of the Covid-19

restrictions that there would be no Maundy Thursday service in the hall. 

Holy Week and Easter Services

Palm Sunday, March 28 Celebration of Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 2 at 10:30

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 10:30 



If you are interested in attending the Easter Service please be in touch

with the church office (902-863-2001 or office@stjamesuc.com) as we

are still limited in the number of people who can attend in the building. 

If you are interested in attending an Easter Sunrise service (which will

be held outside at St. James) please speak with Rev. Peter. 

Next Saturday, March 20th, your Social Justice Committee encourages

you to celebrate the International Day of Happiness!  As we face this

global crisis together, let’s find positive ways to look after ourselves and

each other.  Here are three positive responses we can take when facing

difficult times:  Keep Calm!  There are lots of things outside our control. 

Remember to breathe and focus on what really matters so we can

respond constructively.  Stay Wise!  Making wise choices helps

everyone.  Let’s choose positive actions that support our wellbeing and

help others do the same.  Be Kind!  We’re in this together, even when

we’re forced apart.  Let’s stay connected and reach out to help others

who may be in need.  Did you know that Canada ranked 11th in the last

World Happiness Rankings (2019)?

Truth & Reconciliation– Call #74 – Missing Children and Burial

Information We call upon the federal government to work with the

churches and Aboriginal community leaders to inform the families of

children who died at residential schools of the child's burial location, and

to respond to families' wishes for appropriate commemoration

ceremonies and markers, and reburial in home communities where

requested. To read all the calls and the complete Truth and

Reconciliation Report please go to http://www.trc.ca/

How can you help support the life and work at St. James? You can

mail  a donation to  St. James United Church, P. O. Box 1178, 197 Main

Street, Antigonish NS  B2G 2L6, drop it off in the mail slot, click on the

“Donate” button on the website, or you can give monthly via PAR. For

more information send an email to office@stjamesuc.com

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34  •  Hebrews 5:5-10  •  John 12:20-33


