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Grace is free. Grace is not expensive or rare or only available at specific times or in
certain circumstances in your life.  Grace isn’t about what you have done, are
doing, or even can do because grace is a gift from God. Grace is precious and life
changing because grace is about the wonderful, powerful, and unending love God
has for you. Which is why grace is free.

This morning’s gospel lesson is a tiny part of the long conversation that Jesus has
with Nicodemous, a pharisee and religious leader who comes to talk with him
about salvation. And since these verses are from John’s gospel there are
connections, layers of meaning, and complex theology everywhere. But this
morning I want to focus in on the familiar words of John 3:16- for God so loved
the world. 

And I say the words are familiar because even by just saying the first five words
most of you are reciting the rest of the verse in your heads- That he gave his only
begotten son so that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal
life.  Martin Luther, the great reformer and theologian called this verse the gospel
in miniature because within these words we have the broad strokes which explain 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. And so we start the gospel in the only
place we can- with God’s love for us. 

Because as I said God’s love is where grace comes from. It is what God gives us,
how God looks at us, and what God does for us. God loves you. Period. The gospel
is not God loves you when or God loves you if or God loves you but. The gospel is
that God loves you. And that is wonderful and exciting and maybe even a little bit
surprising. God loves you. But there is more. God also loves me. And the person
sitting next to you. And again there are no qualifiers to that love. God loves the
world. And that is why the gospel takes place. 

And to talk about the gospel we talk about Jesus. Because the love which created us
comes in the person of Jesus to save us. To call us back from the wrong paths we
are taking. To lift us up because we have fallen. To give us forgiveness for our sins,
peace for our fears, hope for our future, and strength for today. And we call all of
those things God gives to us, those undeserved good things we haven’t earned and
which don’t cost us anything- we call all of that grace. 
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Now I’m going to set aside the whole begotten son part of John 3:16 because that
would take us into a long complicated discussion of the historical understanding of
the relationship between God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit and the nature of the word
of God being made flesh. Which is a great conversation and some fascinating
theology but not what I want to talk about today. 

For I don’t want us to lose sight of the fact that we receive from God all these gifts,
all that possibility into our lives and our world through the person of Jesus of
Nazareth. For in the life of Jesus we experience the words of God for our lives, we
see the way we are called to live, and we are offered the life God wants us to have. 

And all those things, the truth, the way, the life, are yours because of Jesus. And
this is why I started this sermon by talking about grace. Because you don’t have to
understand it completely, or work hard to maybe be considered for it at some point,
or be the holiest person to experience it. That new life is yours now, fully and
completely because God wants you to have it and God offers it to you in Jesus. 

Because as I said before grace is free. And grace is plentiful, and grace is greater
than anything so nothing can stop you from receiving those blessings from God.
There is nothing you have done, are doing, and could do that prevents God from
making those things a reality in your life because God’s love is greater and more
persistent than anything else on earth or in heaven. There is nothing you have to do
before those things can touch your life because they are not the prize you get for
being good and holy they are the things that transform your life and make you good
and holy. And they are free and they are yours. If you believe. 

And there is a reason I say if you believe. Because God is not a tyrant who forces
grace on you. Grace is a gift and you can take it or your can turn your back on it.
Grace doesn’t cost anything but God does ask you to receive it. To open your life
and allow grace in. To follow Jesus and discover what grace can do and will do
within you. To be a part of what God has planned and is doing in the world. And
while God is not a tyrant who forces grace on us God has made it possible for any
and all of us to receive grace. 

Because all we have to do is believe. To hope. To trust. To have faith. And that is
true even if we have doubts, become uncertain, sometimes fear, and even question
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ourselves and God. None of those things stop grace from being part of our lives. 

Because all we have to do is open our hearts a crack to let God’s love in. All we
have to do is see the cross and start to wonder if it might be for us. All we have to
do is believe.  Not know for certain. Not be rock solid in our faith. Not even grasp
what it all means. We just have to believe and let God’s grace, God’s love, God’s
gift to us of Jesus into our lives and experience, discover, and know the salvation
that is ours. 

And I’ll admit that salvation is one of those words that can makes us uncomfortable
because it is often accompanied by conversations about judgement and sin and
feeling of unworthiness. But let me go back to John 3:16 for a second and attach it
to something a bit more important for us to hear. 

The promise in the verse, the promise of the Bible is that if we hope in God, if we
believe in Jesus, if we trust in the Holy Spirit then we will not perish. We won’t be
lost. We won’t be alone. We won’t be hurting. We will be saved. And we will
know the blessings and purpose for our lives not just in this moment but in all of
our moments here and in the promised life to come. 

Which brings me to the other thing about grace we need to understand. Grace is
greater than we can imagine because God’s love for us is greater than we can know.
And if you have ever known the love of someone in your life, love which inspired
you and comforted you and encouraged you. Love that was there for you when you
were hurting and love which brightened and enabled your life then you know
exactly what I am talking about. 

Because God’s love for us, God’s grace, make this life greater and more wonderful
and then shows us even more than we could ever have imagined. Because grace is
free, grace is precious, and grace is amazing. And by grace alone we are God’s
people and we live within the promises of God.


