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“We wish to see Jesus” That is what some Greeks say to Philip and Andrew. These
newcomers, strangers, seekers want to see Jesus. They don’t want to hear someone
repeat his teachings, they don’t want to be told who he is and what he has done - they
want to see Jesus for themselves. To meet him, to talk with him, to know him. 

Because for them just hearing of the Savior second hand, being told about him is not
enough. Just being told of his miracles, his connection to God, his actions which
transform lives, is not enough. They want, they need, to at look Jesus and see with
their own eyes. To hear his words with their own ears. To encounter the promise of
God that Jesus embodies for themselves.

And I think we need to be clear about what they are asking. They don’t expect
Andrew or Philip to answer their questions, forgive their sins, or touch their lives in
any way. No, what they want is the disciples to point them to Jesus so they can see,
experience, and know the promise of God first hand. And that distinction is important. 

Because the child coming to Sunday School asking why, the teenagers looking for
friendship and meaning, the adult searching for hope and purpose, the senior seeking
truth and answers are all asking the same thing. And we may become flustered
because we don’t know why, we may not have the answers and know what to do or
say, we may be struggling in our own faith and still figuring out the truth ourselves.
But as disciples we aren’t expected to do any of those things we assume that people
want. Because they’re not asking us for those things. They’re telling us they want to
see Jesus. 

Now they also want to be told of what we understand and know. They want us to
listen and be with them. They want to hear the stories of  Jesus’ love and forgiveness
and share experiences of faith and belief. But above all they need, they want, they are
looking to find the Saviour they have heard of from others and from the Bible. They
want to see Jesus.

And as I say “they” I’m not just talking about people who have never come to church
or who know nothing about the faith. We all want to see Jesus. We long to know Jesus
in our everyday world. Especially when we are hurting, in pain, broken, unsure,
frustrated, and afraid. We need Jesus, the presence of God, to comfort us, to guide us,
to help us. We need Jesus to save us. 
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These four pictures were done for a program the United Church ran a good number of
years ago. You may have seen them. At the time laughing Jesus was the most
controversial but the truth is that’s the picture you can still find on the internet. And as
well as laughing Jesus there is one where Jesus is serious, is angry, and is wearing the
crown of thorns. And I use these pictures at confirmation class when we talk about
Jesus and I always ask which one do you like best and which one do you like least.
And the favorites are laughing and what I call serious or serene Jesus. And most
people aren’t happy with angry Jesus but understand the picture. But the one no one
ever picks as their favourite is the one of Jesus suffering. Because that is not how we
like to see Jesus. 

Yet in this morning’s lesson when the Greeks come to see him, Jesus points to the
cross and his upcoming suffering and death. Jesus speaks of his death, and tells them
that to follow him they must be servants, that to live for God they must die for
themselves. Jesus doesn’t tell them to pick up a sword and fight but to take up a cross
and follow. Jesus doesn’t lead them into battle but into service by kneeling to wash the
feet of his followers. Jesus doesn’t break his enemies with the power of God but
allows himself to be broken so that God’s power can triumph. 

Because the cross, when Jesus is crucified, is where we see the pain and sorrow and
problems of this world meeting the love and grace of God. That is where Jesus saves
us and how God triumphs over evil. Not with power, not with violence, not with
righteous anger. But with love. With forgiveness. With a willingness to endure the
worst of the world for us.

The cross is where we see that grace is free because Jesus pays the price for it. And we
witness that Jesus willingly and without hesitation gives everything for us. To release
us from the past, to set aside our guilt, to triumph over the hate and violence and evil
that is around us and within us. And when people want to see Jesus we have no choice
but to point to the Saviour who dies on the cross. 

The Jesus we point to is a crucified Savior. The Son of God who dies as a servant of
all people. That is Jesus the Saviour sent from heaven to earth. That is the Saviour we
follow in our lives. That is the example we are called to show in our words and
actions. Jesus who is betrayed and forgives, Jesus who is abandoned and still goes to
the cross. Jesus who dies not for his own crimes but for ours. 
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Because when we say Jesus is the Savior we are describing the word of God coming
not to those who are worthy, or holy, or strong, or deserving, but the promise of God
entering the life of each and every person who is afraid of death, who is in physical
pain, whose heart is broken, who is lost, who is alone, who despairs. Everyone who
needs and hurts, everyone who longs, and hungers for a better life, a better world, a
better tomorrow. 

For into the worst of life Jesus comes with the promise that God can and will change
our world and our lives. Because Jesus goes to the cross to establish a new covenant a
new relationship between us and God. Jesus comes to bring God’s love, God’s
forgiveness, God’s grace into our lives. 

Because the Savior we see on the cross knows our human struggles. Understands the
despair and loneliness of life. Experiences the pain- emotional, spiritual, and physical-
of this world.  And Jesus comes to us in our pain, in our despair, in our loneliness to
bring the presence of God to us. So that our sins, fears, faults, grief, anxiety, and
hopelessness might be banished. So that we might live now and forever through the
one who conquers death. For  Jesus brings forgiveness, peace, and the promise of new
life. Jesus comes to fill our hearts with the knowledge of God, so that we can carry the
love, the hope, and the grace of God within us.

For the cross is not merely a sign of what was but a promise that we can see this day
that God has not forgotten and will not forget about us. And that nothing, nothing in
heaven, on earth, nothing we can do and nothing anyone else can do, can stop the love
of God from finding us and bring us home. Jesus Christ is the Savior sent from God
and at the cross, when evil clashes with God’s love for us, anything and everything
that might prevents us from knowing God is broken and becomes powerless. 

“We would see Jesus” the Greeks said to the disciples, 
“We would see Jesus” the world says to us. 

And to show them Jesus, to see Jesus for ourselves we have to look to the cross and
witness the love and actions of our crucified saviour.  A Saviour who asks us to follow
and point our lives not toward what we want or think or assume but to him. Who holds
onto us with a love which can not be overcome and a grace which changes everything.
A Saviour who moves death and hell in order to bring us life and heaven.


