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“If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” When Jesus tells Peter that he
will betray him Peter is outraged. He knows Jesus is the Messiah and he
knows that he would never abandon or deny the Saviour sent from God. Peter
may die because he follows Jesus but he would never deny or betray him.
And all the other disciples echo Peter’s words about following Jesus til death
itself. 

And in the Garden when Judas comes with the soldiers to arrest Jesus one of
the disciples pulls out a sword and attacks. Mark’s gospel doesn’t tell us
which disciple it is but in my mind it is Peter. Bold, certain, Peter who is
willing to die fighting for Jesus. Peter who becomes confused when Jesus
refuses to let him fight and flees into the night with the other disciples
leaving Jesus in the hands of his enemies. 

But Peter’s story on Good Friday doesn’t end there because he goes to the
outer courtyard of where Jesus is standing trial. We’re not told why Peter
goes there. Maybe he is thinking there is something he can do to rescue Jesus.
Maybe he is ashamed of running away and is looking for a chance to redeem
himself. Maybe he doesn’t even know why he ends up there. But he does. 

And one of the servant girls sees him and asks “Weren’t you with Jesus of
Nazareth?” We don’t know why she says that. Maybe she saw Peter with
Jesus. Maybe Peter’s clothes or speech give him away as a Galilean and she
assumes his connection to Jesus. Peter denies it though and the rooster crows
the first time. 

The servant girl talks to the others in the courtyard saying that Peter was with
Jesus and Peter denies any involvement with Jesus a second time. Is he afraid
of what might happen if they know he is a disciples of Jesus? Is he ashamed
of abandoning Jesus and doesn’t think he is worthy of being called a
disciple? No matter what the reason two times Peter denies a connection to
Jesus. 
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And then the bystanders question him and claim that he must be one of Jesus’
followers because of his speech. And this is when Peter curses them and
swears an oath “I do not know this man you are talking about.” Not an oath
that he has never heard of Jesus but that he isn’t a disciple, he doesn’t follow
him or believe in him. An oath that Jesus means nothing to him and never has
meant anything to him. And that is when the rooster crows again. And Peter
remembers the words of Jesus “that before the rooster crows twice you will
deny me three times” and Peter breaks down in tears. 

Of all the parts of the passion I think this one perhaps is the hardest to hear.
Because earlier we’re with Peter and the other disciples nodding that we
might have to die but we would never deny Jesus. We’re even with them in
the garden when the soldiers come not understanding why Jesus doesn’t let
us fight for him. And we can excuse the running away because what can they
do in the face of armed men? But in the courtyard things get a little too real. 

The first and second time Peter denies being a follower of Jesus brings to
mind any and all of the times we have denied Jesus. The time a friend asked
“You don’t really believe all that stuff about Jesus, do you?” and we laughed
and shook our heads. Or when the people at work or school talked about how
crazy Christians are and we nodded and kept silent. Or when someone asked
us about Jesus and we weren’t sure if they were genuinely interested or
getting ready to make fun of us so we changed the subject. Times which at
the moment confused us but now make us feel a little ashamed and we wish
we could go back and do say or do things differently. 

But then we come to the third time when Peter swears and curses and
declares he doesn’t know Jesus. And we know what he does is wrong while
secretly wondering how we would act in his shoes. And then the rooster
crows and he breaks down recognizing his sin and we can feel our guilt and
fear press in on us. Are we like Peter? Are we full of empty words and
hollow actions? Are we hypocrites?

Peter weeps when the rooster crows and he remembers the words of Jesus.
And I think that is perhaps the most important part of the story of Peter in the



3

passion. Not that he speaks boldly and acts cowardly. Not that he rushes
forward not understanding in the Garden what Jesus wants or expects. Not
even that he denies Jesus three times. No the most important part is when he
weeps over his sin. 

Because let’s be clear. We are not saved because we are brave, or because we
think we would always be strong. We are not saved because we say that right
words or even  because we claim to be followers of Jesus. We are saved
because of what Jesus does on the cross. And we accept that salvation when
we repent of our sins and allow God to forgive us. 

In other words we experience salvation when, just like Peter, we weep over
what we have done wrong. When we turn away from our stupid words and
stupid actions and turn to God. For that is where salvation is, that is where
hope is, that is where we move past our sin to God’s mercy and forgiveness.

It is said that after the resurrection as Peter was spreading the good news that
whenever he was in a difficult time, when he was tested and unsure, when he
was struggling and tempted, that he would hear a rooster crow. And he would
remember betraying Jesus and weeping.  And he would remember the
forgiveness and mercy the risen Christ showed him. He would remember the
grace and love which allowed him to be a bearer of the gospel to the world.
Not because he was strong, or righteous, or perfect. But because he turned to
God and found grace. 

Look at the cross and weep. And then in those tears experience not regret and
shame but forgiveness and new life. Because that is the message of the cross
for Peter and for all of us. 


