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Jesus is alive. There is no message more miraculous and surprising to the women
who come to the tomb early in the morning that first Easter. They come in the
despair of the crucifixion believing that the hope they had, the faith they had, the
belief they had in Jesus, was all in vain. That the powers of this world, that evil,
had crushed the possibility that God showed to them in Jesus of Nazareth. But
when they reach the tomb everything changes. 

For an angel is waiting for them, shows them that the tomb is empty and proclaims
that Jesus is alive. And the women are asked to take that good news to the disciples
and to Peter and tell them that the risen Jesus has gone on to Galilee just as he had
said before his death. The good news of the resurrection, this surprising,
unexpected, incredible thing that God is doing changes the world of the women.
And they in turn are told to go and tell the others who watched Jesus die that God 
refuses to let death have the final word. 

For the good news of Jesus Christ isn’t done, isn’t over with the cross and his
death. The good news of forgiveness, of grace, of love, of the kingdom being for
the forgotten and hurting, the abandoned and the lost is not finished because of the
crucifixion but just beginning. And the first witnesses, the first messengers are the
women who come to the tomb and they are told to go and tell the other disciples
and Peter what has happened.

Because the disciples are scattered. They are despairing, unsure of themselves,
broken not simply as a group but as individuals. They watched Jesus arrested and
killed by the authorities. And when Jesus died on the cross I’m sure they died in
their faith, their hope, their trust in his message. And now the women have a new
message to bring to them.  

A message not simply that things are going to be okay eventually but that the death
of Jesus isn’t the end but merely part of the story of salvation. A message that the
cross which they saw as the symbol of pain and suffering is now a sign of the
unstoppable power of God’s love. A message that the world has been transformed
and life will never be the same. 

For the resurrection is something they are invited to experience. The angel gives
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instructions to go to Galilee and encounter the risen Jesus for themselves. See, hear,
touch, and experience the truth of this incredible and life changing news. For the
tomb is empty. Jesus who was crucified is alive. And the risen Jesus is inviting
disciples to join him in that new life. 

The living Lord, the embodiment of the power of God on earth, the new creation,
calls out for God’s people to come and share in the resurrection. And the women
are given that wonderful news to taken to the broken and scattered followers. They
are empowered to share the hope that brings new life, the possibility the brings
healing, the gospel which brings salvation.

And the angel is quite specific about who needs to hear the good news from the
women. Tell the disciples and Peter. And I think we need to pay attention to that
wording. Because Peter isn’t in the same place as the other disciples. He didn’t
simply abandon, he denied. He didn’t simply leave he followed at a distance and
swore he didn’t know Jesus when the trial was going on. Peter turned his back on
Jesus while keeping Jesus in sight. 

So of all the disciples, all those who experienced the despair of Good Friday Peter
knows he is not worthy, not welcome, not a disciple any longer. And yet the good
news of Easter is for Peter as well. The invitation from the living Christ is for him
to come and see. Come and experience. Come and be a part of what God is doing.
Peter is not merely welcome, Peter is invited. Peter is not merely tolerated but
embraced. Peter is not merely forgiven but restored. And that is part of the wonder,
the surprise, the good news of Easter. 

Because some of us are like the disciples. We are unsure and reeling under what
has happened in our world and trying to figure out if the premises of God still hold
true in this day and age given all that has happened especially this past year. And
the message of Easter is that there is hope and there is grace and God will not allow
anything in this world to stop the salvation and new life of God from reaching us.
For the Risen Christ calls us to come and experience, to live, to know the depths of
God’s love each and every day. We are called to come and see the world with new
eyes and open our minds not to what we expect but to what God can do. 

And some of us are like Peter. We would like to follow Jesus and experience the
promises but assume that because of what we have done, how we have lived, even
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what we think, that we would never really be welcome. But the message of the
cross and empty tomb is that we are forgiven, we are loved, and we are offered
grace and new life. Because Easter is a message for those of us who are lost, who
are broken, who are well aware of how unworthy we are. And it is a call for us to
come home, to be healed, to be forgiven.

And while some of us are like the disciples and some of us are like Peter, the truth
is that all of us are like the women - for we are to bring the good news of Easter
morning, that the tomb is empty and Jesus is alive, to the world. That we are to tell
those who don’t know, those who are doubting, those who are being lost to despair. 

And of all the gospel writers I like how honest Mark is at how the message of
Easter, being told to bring that news to the disciples and Peter, terrifies the women.
And he leaves us hanging without telling us what they do with the news of Easter.
He doesn’t describe how they tell the other disciples and Peter and what happens
next. Because we know. We know because we have the stories of the disciples
meeting the risen Jesus and beginning to believe that the incredible news is true.

We have the stories of the apostles being together when the Holy Spirit comes and
sends them out into the world to share the good news even wider. We have the
experience of those who told us and showed us the good news they had heard and
experienced in their lives. For make no mistake about it every family member,
every church member, every follower of Jesus who made a difference in our lives
did so because they were told, they were invited to come to Jesus and they
discovered for themselves and then passed that invitation along. 

For Easter does not end with the women coming to the tomb and discovering it is
empty. Easter does not end with the women passing along the good news to the
disciples and Peter. Easter does not end with the disciples meeting the risen Jesus.
Easter doesn’t end with the generations after who continued to discover and
experience the good news for themselves. 

For the good news of Easter is fresh and new and for us to experience and discover
this day. So dare to believe that the tomb is empty and open your ears to hear the
invitation to share in the resurrection. And as you go in your lives to meet the risen
Lord, invite others to come and see and discover for themselves the  good news that
the tomb is empty and Jesus is alive. 


