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“I am the vine and you are the branches.” I find those words comforting this week.
Because they remind me that each of us get our strength, our hope, and our life
from Jesus. And those words also remind me that as I stand here speaking to each
of you worshiping in your own home that we are connected to each other through
Jesus. 

You are not alone because your connection to Jesus means that Jesus is with you.
And because of your connection to Jesus the true vine you are connected to me and
to all other people of faith because we are the branches and through Jesus we are
one even when we are separated physically.

And even if you have never grown grapes the image Jesus uses isn’t hard to
understand. There is the vine and from that vine the branches grow. If it helps think
of the vine as the trunk of a tree and the branches are what grows out from it. And
the branches are able to grow and bear fruit because of their connection to the vine.
But there is more help as well because Jesus says that God is the vine dresser, the
one who cares for the branches by pruning away the dead parts and trimming them
as they grow so the branches can thrive and produce even more fruit.

And all of that is easy for us to relate to our life of faith. Jesus is the source of our
strength and hope and our connection to him allows us to know grace, forgiveness,
joy, wisdom, and even peace. And our connection to Jesus draws us together to
become the church and as the church we do even greater things with Jesus and each
other. And on occasion God works within our lives and our community of faith to
separate us from the things that sap our strength and to help us focus on faith and
being the people we need to be. 

And with that image of vines and branches in mind we come to the verses where
Jesus talks about abiding. And if you were listening carefully I said the word
“abide” eight times in our gospel lesson and six times in our epistle this day. And
while the image of the vine and branches is easy enough to understand its when we
start thinking about abiding that we really begin to discover  what Jesus is talking
about. 

The word used is “ìÝíù (meno)” which in Greek does mean “to stay with” which
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fits with our image and what we expect when we hear the word abide.  We stay
with Jesus and we stay connected to all that God does through him. But the word in
Greek doesn’t just means “to stay with.” Meno also means to be present, to be held,
to survive, to live, to travel with, and to wait for or await. 

So Jesus says that we have to stay connected to him in order to be Christians in the
world. And he also says to hold onto him, to keep him close. We are to let Jesus’
words and spirit rest within us and around us, we have to go with Jesus in our lives,
and we also need to await or wait for Jesus well. And that opens up the whole
image. 

Abiding with Jesus means letting Jesus strengthen us and give us life because we
survive, we exist because of our connection to him. Abiding with Jesus isn’t simply
something we’re told to do but becomes the basis for how we live. For having
Jesus in our lives shows us how to endure, how to persevere, how to carry on
especially in times like this. 

And abiding with Jesus allow us to grow in our lives. That connection to Jesus is
not there and important only until we get older and then we don’t need Jesus
anymore. No, our connection to Jesus, our prayers, our service, our worship is there
to help us grow and mature so that we can then do more and be more as adults. We
grow because we abide with Jesus and when we abide with him we face the
difficult confusing lives we have to live in this world. 

For no matter where we go, as Christians we go with Jesus. And that is the same if
I am talking about getting older, leaving our parents house, building a relationship
and family of our own, and even when our time on earth ends and we pass from
this world. We are to keep connected to Jesus, abiding with Jesus, so we have what
we need to be people of faith who experience and share grace, love, peace, and
hope at all times. 

And sometimes that means we wait for Jesus. And since I touched on this last week
I won’t dwell on the point too long but just say sometimes our connection, our
faith, our abiding means we have to stop because there is no where for us to go yet.
But even in those times, or perhaps I should say even in these times, we are with
Jesus. We stay connected to Jesus and our faith makes a difference for us and the
world around us. For that is what Jesus is talking about when he talks about abiding
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in him and when the epistle talks about abiding in love. 

But that isn’t all Jesus says about abiding. Because he says “those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit.” and think about that for a second. Remember that
the image of the vine and branches and the conversation about abiding aren’t a set
of instructions from Jesus about what we need to do- this whole discussion is about
how we live in relationship with him and how Jesus lives in relationship with us. 

Because the good news of Jesus Christ is that as we spend time with Jesus, Jesus
spends time with us. That as we go with Jesus, Jesus goes with us. That as we hold
onto Jesus, Jesus holds onto us. That as we wait for Jesus, Jesus waits for us. And
that truly is good news. Because it describes the relationship that Jesus asks us to
have with him and within that relationship is the promise, the understanding, that
Jesus will be there with us and for us. And that is important. 

Because I don’t know about you but right now I need Jesus to wait for me because
it is taking all my energy and effort to just to keep going. And the gospel reminds
me that Jesus won’t leave us behind but is patient with me and with all of us as we
struggle with getting through this day and figuring out how to be a disciple in the
world.

And knowing that Jesus will hold me as we hold onto him means that it isn’t about
my strength or your strength but God’s strength as we face the challenges in our
life. And knowing that as I go through these days, face these troubles, that Jesus is
here with me brings me comfort, reassurance, and hope because I’m not alone. 

So abide in Jesus. Put your trust and your hope in him. Wait for him in your life.
Travel with him in your life. Grow with him in your life. Hold onto him in your
life. Abide in him and know that he abides in you. Waiting for you, going with you,
growing with you, and holding onto you. Abide in Jesus and know, believe, and
hold tight to the fact that Jesus abides in you. 


