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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and

intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

May 16, 2021 -Ascension Sunday

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude Le Carillons            (Kirnberger)                          Glenn Omae
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive adapted from 2 Peter 3:9-15)
The Lord is not slow about the promise of salvation,
God is patient with us, wanting all to come to repentance.
But make no mistake, the day of God’s holy action is coming. 
We wait in faith for that new day where righteousness fills the earth. 
As we wait, we live in peace and share the grace and love of God 
And we regard patience as an action of our faith.

Prayer of Approach (together): 
Eternal God, in these anxious days 

we long for your grace to touch our lives
and for our hearts to be filled with hope.

Speak to us, we pray, of your forgiveness and love
through the words and music of this service 
that we might be strengthened and renewed. 

Bless us that we might be signs of your love and peace 
for the people around us and for our world, 
for we ask all of this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Children’s story and Lord’s prayer.
Meditative Music   Jesus Bids Us Shine

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 1 (p. 724 VU)
Blessed are those who do not follow the counsel of the wicked 
or linger in the way of sinners, or sit down among those who mock.
But their delight is in the law of God, 

and on the law they will meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted beside  streams of water, 
yielding their fruit in due season. 
Their leaves do not wither, 
and whatever they produce shall prosper. R

As for the wicked it is not so with them, 
but they are like chaff, driven by the wind. 
Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand when judgement comes, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
For God watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall perish.  R

First Lesson: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Epistle: 1 John 5:9-13 
Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
Sermon: “Living in the Not Yet”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Meditative Music  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah
Prayer of the People
Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude   Qui Tollis   (Haydn)

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
be a time for you to draw closer to God. The services online are posted
each week on our website ( www.stjamesuc.com )and through social
media (www.facebook.com/stjamesAntigonish )

The Church Office is closed for the month of May. Messages can be
left at 902-863-2001 or office@stjamesuc.com and the mail slot is being
checked on a regular basis. 

St James UCW and Men's Club Bursary- Interested applicants should
submit a letter to St James United Church directly. The letter should
indicate the applicant's connection to St James and their plans for the
upcoming academic year (community college, university, etc.).
Preference will be given to confirmed members of St James United
Church. It should also be noted that this is not a scholarship nor an award
of merit, however applicants may choose to include any information that
they think might be relevant to the selection committee. The selection
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committee is four members - the minister, representatives from the Men's
and Women's groups, and a representative of children's worship program.
Application deadline is Sunday, May 23rd. The successful applicant will
be notified at graduation, and the congregation will be notified in the
bulletin following graduation, in late June. Submit letters of application
to office@stjamesuc.com or drop off in the office mail slot.

Please note that 21 May is the World Day for Cultural Diversity for
Dialogue and Development and 22 May is the International Day for
Biological Diversity.  Cultural Diversity Day is an opportunity to help
communities understand the value of cultural diversity and learn how to
live together in harmony.  Cultural diversity can be seen as analogous to
biodiversity.  The Day for Biological Diversity 2021 slogan is “We’re
part of the solution”.  From nature-based solutions to climate, health
issues, food and water security, and sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity
is the foundation upon which we can build back better.  How can we do
that? 

How can you help support the life and work at St. James? You can
mail  a donation to  St. James United Church, P. O. Box 1178, 197 Main
Street, Antigonish NS  B2G 2L6, drop it off in the mail slot, click on the
“Donate” button on the website, or you can give monthly via PAR. For
more information send an email to office@stjamesuc.com

The Antigonish Food Bank is in dire need of bottles.  Our only means
of portioning  a number of items for our clients is via donated bottles
...condiments, laundry soap, etc. Bottles can be dropped off at the
Foodbank  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday  8am- 12pm. The Foodbank 
is  located  at 166 College Street (first white building on your right as
you enter roadway  for  Town of Antigonish Maintenance  Shop) Phone
number is 902 863 0611.

Truth & Reconciliation –  Call #83 Commemoration – We call upon
the Canada Council for the Arts to establish, as a funding priority, a
strategy for Indigenous and non-Indigenous artists to undertake
collaborative projects and produce works that contribute to the
reconciliation process. To read all the calls and the complete Truth and
Reconciliation Report please go to http://www.trc.ca/

The Lockdown Litter Challenge! The management at our local A&W

has come up with a creative way to beautify Antigonish and reward you
for it! From now until 12 May, (hopefully the last day of our full
lockdown!), each person who collects at least one full garbage bag of
litter from around Antigonish (streets, parking lots, etc), will be eligible
to receive a coupon for an A&W “Teen Meal”, (hamburger, fries and
drink).  Veggie option also available.

How will it work?  For members of the St James congregation – honour
system.  Just contact Michèle Ashby, (232-3473 or
timich@ns.sympatico.ca) with the details of how much you cleaned up
and where, and she’ll see that you get your coupon.  Limit of one coupon
per person, but if a family collects together and has at least one bag of
trash per person, each family member will be eligible.  Photos would be
appreciated and may be published in the next edition of our Connections
newsletter.

We encourage strict compliance with all current COVID-19 regulations. 
Pick only with your own household or “bubble”.  Please mask and
maintain a 6” distance if there will be other folks around, and make sure
you wash well and hand sanitize following your collection.  Please don’t
pick up anything that might be dangerous to your health; wear
appropriate clothing/footwear, (remember it’s tick season); and a bright
safety vest if you’re in an area with traffic.  Stay safe!

What a wonderful way to spend some enforced “time out” in Mother
Nature and help our environment!  

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday
 Ezekiel 37:1-14  •  Acts 2:1-21  •  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
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