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“And they worshipped Jesus, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they
were continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luke 24:52-53) The final verses of
our gospel lesson, which are actually the final verses of the gospel of Luke, make it
sound like everything is finished for the disciples. After all they are happy, content,
filled with joy, spending their days praising and worshipping God. Read by
themselves the verses seem like another way to say ‘and they lived happily ever
after’. 

Yet if we back up a few verses we hear there is still more for the disciples to do and
their story of faith isn’t over. After all before he leaves Jesus tells them that they
will be witnesses to the gospel. They will go out into the whole world and tell the
story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection as they proclaim the gospel. And
through them, through their lives and actions, God will change the world. Things
aren’t finished for the disciples, their life of faith is not over, because their story as
apostles is just getting started. But not yet.

Jesus also makes it clear that they have to wait for the Holy Spirit before they can
do any of those things. And that changes the way we hear the final verses of the
lesson. Because although the disciples don’t know what is coming next, are stuck
waiting, are unsure how they can do what God wants, they still fill their time with
praise and worship and, perhaps more surprising, they are filled with great joy. 

The followers of Jesus are waiting to begin a new part of their faith, where they
face an unknown future, where they are expected to do even more than they can
imagine, where they will have to go into the world and preach to the people who
called for Jesus to be crucified. And as they wait to do that, they are filled with joy
and while the text doesn’t explicitly say it they seem to be excited and eager. 

I’m not sure how you have found the last two weeks and what you are feeling about
the weeks which are coming. Maybe you are fine, enjoying the quiet, and making
do. Perhaps you are unsettled but able to continue on. And maybe you are finding
another period of lock down a burden you are struggling with each day. 

Honestly I find myself all of those things depending on the day and sometimes all
of those things in the same day. I’m finding the waiting to know what is coming
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next, the constant changes, the uncertainty about next week much less next month
or the summer, unnerving and a bit overwhelming at times. 

Right now we’re stuck in the “not yet” period of this pandemic. A time when we
know what we will be able to do later but even though I don’t know when. While
no lock down is good the fact is this year is so much better than last year. We know
what we need to do and are getting vaccinated and we know, we have seen, the
difference following the public health measures is making here and in places that
have gone through similar outbreaks and lock downs. 

And the truth is that I can easily imagine the future and know what it will be like. It
will be going to restaurants, travelling to see family, it will be getting my hair cut,
and gathering together again in this church building for Sunday worship, for
weddings, and for funerals. 

It will be having a cup of tea together, singing together, laughing and breaking
bread together as people of faith. I’m looking forward to all those things and more
and I know they will come, they are just around the corner even if I don’t know
exactly where that corner is.

And even saying that makes me feel a little less anxious, a little less stressed, and
dare I say it a little more joyful this day. Because I think sometimes the problem
when we have to wait, when we don’t know, is that we focus on how we are not
there yet and what we can’t do at the present instead of remembering and focussing
on the one who will get us to where we are headed. 

The disciples are witnesses to the resurrection. They walked with Jesus and even
though he leaves them so they can begin work on their own they know they are not
alone. Which is why they worship, they spend time praising, and I think why they
are filled with deep joy. And I think I need to be clear about something here. 

They have no idea how they are going to do what is coming next. They don’t have
the skills and abilities they need, and I expect they are anxious and worried when
they think about it.  But, and this is important, they refuse to let those things be the
focus of their days. Instead they choose to answer their fears in faith- by being with
each other, by continuing to worship and praise, and by trusting that God will
provide. 
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Waiting during this time isn’t easy. I know all of us have so many questions about
when things will happen and what will come next. We’re uncertain about how
things will change and how those changes will happen. And honestly there are no
answers to those things. We just don’t know. But that doesn’t mean we should give
into the anxiety and fear that facing the unknown can bring. 

Because we are also looking forward to things we love, seeing people we love, and
experiencing again things which are precious to us. We are standing at a time when
we can’t but we know that the minute things change we will be able to again. We
are waiting, not unsure and alone, but with God, with each other, and in faith. 

And now I’m going to do something I don’t usually do in a sermon and jump for a
second to next week. Next week is Pentecost when the Holy Spirit arrives and the
time for the disciples to wait ends and the whole world starts again. And they do
things we consider miraculous and they live lives which we consider holy and bold,
and we marvel at who they are and what they do as they move into the world and
transform it with the gospel. 

That’s coming for us. This time of waiting is going to end and we’re going to be
doing and being the people we know we can be and we’ll be doing things and
making an impact in ways which will astound us. That is coming. That will happen.
That is a promise we can know and trust and hold onto. 

And while we wait when we’re unsure we can pray and be reminded. We can be
together and help each other. We can look not at what we can’t do today but what
we will do tomorrow. And we can even experience the joy which our gospel lesson
describes. 

Because the joy of faith isn’t in not having any problems or fears or worries. No,
the joy of faith is in knowing and trusting and believing that the love and grace and
mercy of God is greater than all of those things. And that the love and mercy and
grace of God will bring us from where we are to the better days which lie ahead. 


