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There were times when I was a child that I got scared during the night. Sometimes 
because I had a bad dream, sometimes I felt sick, and sometimes I woke up and
worried that I was all alone in the house. No matter how late at night or early in the
morning it was I would go into my parent’s room because I knew someone who
loved me would be there to reassure me, help me, and remind me that things would
be okay. 

This week’s gospel lesson is a continuation of the discussion from last week about
abiding which Jesus has with the disciples in the upper room as he prepares them
for the crucifixion and resurrection.  The verses today are a reminder that when we
abide, when we draw close and stay with Jesus, then we are surrounded by love.
Because God’s love for us is seen in Jesus and there is no greater love possible. So
when we are anxious, when we are unsure, when life is difficult we know we can
turn to Jesus and find reassurance, help, and the strength we need to get through the
day. 

And I know that for many of you this is a familiar message because we have all
heard of God’s love for us, most of us grew up singing Jesus loves me, and indeed
the message of God’s love runs through all the pages of scripture. Yet the truth is
that when we are living in times like this, when the world is in chaos, when we are
afraid and anxious, we sometimes doubt there is any help and don’t know what to
do or where to turn. 

Which is why all of us need to be reminded that when we turn to Jesus we
experience the surprising, invigorating, and endless love of God in our lives. And
know that even if your life has been less that perfect God’s love is still there for
you. And understand that even if you have struggled in your faith that God’s love is
still there for you. And trust that even if you have never felt it before that God’s
love is still there for you. 

Because before we chose to come to Jesus and even if we are still not sure about
Jesus, Jesus chose to come to us. Chose us to offer us the grace, the forgiveness, the
peace, and the hope of God for our lives. Not because we have done enough good
deeds, or because we have gone to church, or because we have said the right words
or prayed the right prayer, or indeed for any other thing we have said or done. No,
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we are chosen by Jesus because God loves us. And in his life Jesus teaches us of
that love, shows us that love, and demonstrates on the cross that nothing, not even
death itself, can stop that love from reaching for us, from holding us, and from
being part of our lives. 

And let me be clear- you are chosen by God to be part of the kingdom of heaven
now and in the life to come. You are precious, important, and blessed by God. You
are loved.  And I know that when the storms of life, and for some especially the
storm of this third wave of covid, when the different storms are raging it is hard to
feel the truth of those words. When you feel alone, when you are afraid, when the
certainties of life you came to rely on are gone then it doesn’t feel like you are
precious, or important or blessed or even loved. 

Which is why I said turn to Jesus. Turn to Jesus with your fears, your uncertainty,
your pain. Pray about what is bothering you. Read the good news and hear again of
how God will never abandon you or forsake you. Experience the embrace of the
Holy Spirit and know that you are not alone. You are loved. 

Because I have no doubt that the love which created us, which went to the cross
and suffered to save us, which rose from the grave and spread out in the lives of
believers at Pentecost, I have no doubt that love is here for you this day for I know,
I believe, I am a witness to the fact that nothing can stop the love of God. So turn to
Jesus. 

Know that there is comfort, there is hope, there is peace. Know that even while we
are separated from each other, in faith we are still together. Know that this day you
are loved by God. Know the promises of Jesus for your life and for our world. 
Discover the power and promise of that love for you. Discover the peace and hope
that can be yours. Discover the possibility and potential which love opens up even
at times like this.

Because there is no greater love than the love we see expressed in Jesus Christ.
And no greater life than one which draws strength, hope, and direction from that
love. And no great day than that one where we experience and trust and live in that
love. And as we take comfort in that message, as we experience a new day dawning
because of God’s love we hear the other part of the lesson. That we are to love one
another as God loves us. 
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And again I know that is a message you have heard before. You know Jesus calls
us to love one another and that instruction also runs through all the pages of the
Bible.  As Christians we are to share and show the love of Jesus through our words
and our actions. We are to love each other as Jesus loves us. 

And I also know that love looks a bit different this year. After all we’re locked
down and we can’t gather with friends, family, and neighbours. We’d like to be at
the Arisag Lobster Dinner, gathered around a restaurant table or a kitchen table
with loved ones, or even traveling to see a mother or grandmother. But this year
there is no mothers day family dinner, no traveling, no tables of friends in 
restaurants. 

But make no mistake about it that is actually a sign of our love for each other.
Because we are doing what we need to do to keep each other safe. We are
cancelling gatherings, staying in our communities, keeping to our households. And
none of that prevents us from sending cards, presents, making phone calls and
video calls, and reaching out to express and share our love. Because Covid hasn’t
stopped us from being able to love but is forcing us to find new ways to show our
love and to care for one another. 

As a Christian family we would usually gather in this building to give thanks for
God’s love. And today we are in our own homes praising and being the church. On
Mothers day we would be grateful for our mothers and all the women who have
enriched our lives. And today there is nothing stopping us from doing that. 
As followers of Jesus we hear the call to love one other as Jesus loves us. And
today we pray for each other, we connect with each other, and we are finding new
ways to care and show the love of God to each other. 

I know the times are unnerving and that news this past week has been discouraging
and we may be in lock down for a while longer. But that does not change the fact
that God loves us and calls us to abide in Jesus and know that love in our lives.
And none of that changes the fact that we are commanded to love one another as
Jesus loves us. And honestly when we know God’s love and when we share that
love, we help make this confusing and uncertain world better for both ourselves
and for the people around us.


