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Saul was jealous of David.  He was jealous of  the affection that members of his
family had for the upstart and for the acclaim and popularity that David enjoyed
with the people. At first Saul tried by putting David in harms way hoping he would
die. But each time Saul did that David’s survived, was victorious, and his
popularity and renown grew. Eventually Saul’s hatred and fear of David became so
great that Saul outlawed him, hunted him as a criminal, and David was forced to
flee for his life into the lands of the Philistines.   

And that background is important because in this morning’s lesson Saul and Saul’s
son Jonathan have died in battle trying to defend the people. And David has
returned, saved the kingdom, and secured the borders from their enemies. And the
first thing David does is declare a time of mourning for all the people of the land. 

And his words from today’s lesson are his lament for the fallen king and prince. He
talks about the valour and bravery of Saul and Jonathan and praises them as leaders
of God’s people. Now Jonathan was a dear friend of David’s and helped him even
when Saul turned on him so that makes sense. But David also praises Saul. He lifts
up the former king and recognizes the loss that has befallen the people. David sets
aside his personal feelings, and I’m sure he has more than a few concerning Saul,
and chooses to act with grace. 

Now we talk a lot about grace in the church. Grace is the unexpected surprising
love which God offers to us which we see lived out in the life of Jesus. A love
which accepts and uplifts, a love which is selfless and considerate, a love which
cares for others above all else. That’s the love which we know in our faith and that
is the love we are called to live by our faith. 

Yet I’ll be honest with you when people think about grace and by extension
graciousness they rarely think about the church or Christians. In fact most people
from outside these doors probably think that we’re the opposite- that we’re
judgmental and condemning, demanding and unforgiving. Because that’s what they
have heard or what they have seen from others and so that is what they expect from
us.

Just like when we hear the story of David we expect him to not care about the
people mourning Saul but instead dismiss their feelings about the former king. But
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grace has a power to change us when we live it and share it. And in his words and
actions, by being gracious, David starts to heal divisions, he helps the people deal
with their grief, and he leads them in faith. He lifts up instead of tearing down, he
acknowledges instead of denying, he puts the needs of others before his own
personal feelings. 

As we draw closer to Canada Day and as we hear of more unmarked graves being
found at former residential schools there are going to be renewed calls for us as a
nation to look at our past. And when those who are angry, hurting, and upset about
those schools express that anger, that hurt and that upset it is easy to get defensive-
to defend the church, to stand up for Canada Day celebrations and our country in
general. But the truth is that what was done in those places was done by the
churches with the blessing of the government on behalf of all Canadians. And the
harm those schools did, the harm those children were put into, the harm done to
their families and communities, has had a terrible impact down through
generations.

And yes we may not have been alive at the time but we are now. We can’t change
what was done then but we can be people of grace now. And that involves listening
and hearing the stories which are painful and raw. Recognising what led to such
terrible situations and pledging to never let anything like that happen again.
Owning up to the horrors of the past and choosing to work for a better future
together. By letting grace guide us. 

And when we allow grace to guide us we don’t argue with someone in pain, defend
what was done, or anything else. We listen. We listen to those in pain and those
who are grieving. And we weep and mourn as I know God does for what happened
in those days and the effects still lingering in families and first nation communities
today. 

Because the grace that we are called to live involves making space in our lives, in
our days, to care about what others are going through and to share their pain.
Acknowledging that while we love this country and want to celebrate it that there
are others for whom the relationship is strained. Recognizing that in the present
there are changes that have to happen in order to make this a better country for
everyone. And I’m not saying that doing that is easy, making space for people’s
grief when we want to celebrate is simple, or that dealing with problems we didn’t
create is what we want to do but when we allow God’s grace to lead us we discover
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what grace does in our lives and our world. 

For when we make room for others and what they are going through, they feel the
presence of Christ. When allow others to be themselves and not what we think they
should be then they feel the welcome of the gospel. When we act with grace
leading us then others begin to see the invitation of God for their lives. 

Because it is easy to talk about grace. To say we are loving and welcoming and
caring. Because for the most part we are. We try to be good people who follow
Jesus. But when we are asked to give and grace starts to demand patience and
compassion from us things get a bit harder. Yet when we allow grace to guide us
we catch a glimpse of what God intends for us and the world. 

And when strong emotions on our part are involved, and especially when our ideas
of what is right and just start to play a role, then we discover the real power of
grace. Because grace, God’s love and forgiveness, refuse to allow us to be bitter,
angry, self righteous, greedy, and selfish but pushes us to be gentle, compassionate,
selfless, and loving.

And you know what? The world needs to see a lot more of that because the world
needs to see more grace. Our communities need to be built on a foundation of
grace. Our families need to be filled with grace. Our lives need to express grace. 
Because that is how we follow Jesus. That is how we discover and know what God
is calling us to do and be as Christians,. That is how we live our faith. 

By caring about what the people around us are going through. Sitting with them in
their pain and not try to fix them but weeping with them. Because grace, a gracious
life, is about us making space and time for others in order to be the community God
calls us to be. So let the Holy Spirit show you a way to live a richer and fuller life
as a person who is kind, who is gracious, who is compassionate and caring. 

Because the truth is that each day we are called to be as gracious and grace filled as
David was when he called for the people to mourn Saul. For as followers of Jesus
we are called to put love and mercy, grace and hope first. And when we do, if we
do, then we feel the power and wonder and possibility of God’s will, of grace and
love, being done on earth as it is in heaven. 


