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David was chosen by God to be the king. He won renown and acclaim from the
people for his faithfulness and skill. But Saul hated and feared him and forced
David into exile. When he returned after Saul’s death, David drove back the
invaders who had killed Saul and Jonathan and brought peace and security to the
land. And the people of the south, of Judah, acclaimed him as their king. But the
people of the north, of Israel, rejected David. They chose a son of Saul to be their
king. Which left David with a choice. 

Because after Saul’s death there is a split in the land with the people in the south
strongly behind David and the people of the north unwilling to accept him. And
instead of forcing the matter, instead of using the army he could have raised and the
skills he possessed to conquer those who didn’t want him as King, David let the
people in the north reject him. 

Now I want to be clear about something, David knows he is God’s choice to rule
the people. That is his future. He has a groundswell of support from many and
could have forced the issue and gotten his way. But all the people aren’t ready or
willing for him to lead them and would have fought him. So David chooses to trust
in God’s promise and decides the time for him to be king over all the people has
not yet arrived. So David waits.

Which leads to this mornings’ lesson which is easy to overlook among the stories
of David. After all there is none of the surprise of his selection to be king, or his
courage in standing up to Goliath, or his deep emotion as he laments the deaths of
Saul and Jonathan. Instead the verses from today are a quiet little interlude about
how after seven and a half years the elders of Israel, the people who rejected David
after Saul’s death, finally turn to David and ask him to be their king. And while it is
obvious to us that is what they should have done years earlier the truth is that
reconciliation, bringing people together after a split, a separation, only comes about
as a result of patience, forgiveness, and grace. 

Because reconciliation, a new relationship between people who have been divided,
is something that does not happen in an instant.  It takes time. Which means that
when we talk about making Canada a better place for everyone, when we see the
problems of the past and want to build a better future with family or friends or
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neighbours, we have to realize it will not happen overnight. For the truth is that
what God intends for us as a people is something that will take time and work to
achieve. 

And the process of bringing people together, or building new relationships, starts
with forgiveness. The acknowledgement of the wrong that was done, of pain and
suffering endured. And with that recognition and acceptance of guilt and wrong
there has to be a willingness to live differently. Because while forgiveness is about
putting the past behind us it does not involve us forgetting the past. Forgiveness
involves everyone seeing the problems and making a commitement to do things
differently. 

I’m not sure if you had a chance to listen to the indigenous voices on radio June
30th during the time of listening. One of them I heard talked about how she
questions the commitment to reconciliation with first nations because she said
nothing has changed. They still don’t have clean water, they still live in poverty,
and no one seems to be doing anything about the graves which continue to be
discovered at former residential schools. 

Saying I’m sorry or I forgive you are only the first steps in building a new
relationship, and making a future which leaves behind the mistakes of the past by
learning from them. Which is why we sometimes talk about living out our
apologies. Because we need to remember that what forgiveness brings is only the
start of something else. And for the new relationship, a new way of living to
happen trust needs to be restored, hurts need to heal, the way forward needs to
taken. 

And I know that is frustrating and often the last thing we want to hear when we
look to reconcile because often we want to get going, to stop dwelling on what was
and look to what can be, and we want to leave behind the pain and not deal with it.
But anything worth while takes time to happen and building a foundation, a strong
foundation for a lasting relationship doesn’t happen in an instant but over time. 

When David begins to rule over Judah, the people in the south, he doesn’t sit idle
on the throne and simply wait for the north to recognize what God intends for them.
He rules with wisdom with faith and brings peace and security and a better life to
those he leads. And while that is important for the lives of the people in Judah the
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south, it is also important for the lives of the people in the north who have rejected
him. If you will his actions as ruler of part of the kingdom help the people outside
of his rule begin to accept him and consider the possibility of him being a good
ruler and then the possibility of being their king. 

For we restore a relationship be it between communities or nations, or a marriage, a
friendship, within a family, by reestablishing trust, making positive connections,
and sometimes even starting over. And that isn’t going backward because when we
are talking about reconciliation we are talking about repairing what was broken and
sometimes that means that the bad parts, the rot and broken bits, have to be
removed so something better, stronger, longer lasting can be put in their place. And
again that happens over time. 

For reconciliation is something that we live out. For when we want reconciliation
in our own lives between us and someone we have a strained relationship with,
when we want reconciliation between us and the first nations, we work at it each
and every day. We start with forgiveness and sometimes along the way need to
come back to that. But we also allow all the things we spoke about last week,
gentleness, compassion, caring, and grace, to build the relationship God want us to
have with each other. 

And while at times that seems like it is taking forever there is a very good reason
for the slow pace. Because God has something great in mind, something eternal for
us to experience. And those words of kindness, that patience, gives space for grace
and love to create something within us and between us, that allows the new
community, the new life which Jesus speaks of happen within us and around us. 

After the people ask David to rule over them he does. And I find it interesting that
other than telling us that he rules over just the south for so long and then the north
and the south for so long the only description of what those years is like is how he
builds the land up and becomes greater because God is with him. 

Because that is what happens when we reconcile, when we live out apologies, when
we follow Jesus. We build something that makes the lives of those around us better
even as our lives become greater. For that is how we are to live as God’s people in
this world. 


