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“Is the world getting better or is it getting worse?” Early in my ministry, I asked
that question to an elderly woman who was close to a century old. Emma had been
born in the final year of the reign of Queen Victoria, and had seen the world
during two world wars, the great depression, and the cold war. She had witnessed
fascism and communism rise and fall and all the innovations and discoveries and
societal changes of the twentieth century as she taught school out west and in
Nova Scotia. “Some things are better.” She answered.  “Some things are not. But
everything is definitely different.”

I think we can appreciate that wisdom better than we ever have before given what
has happened in the last 20 months. We recognize that what is happening today
may change in an instant and the things may or not be different tomorrow. And to
a degree we have always know that change is the one constant in the world.
Nothing ever really stays the same. Every day which begins is different than the
last. Babies grow into children into teens, into adults, parents and grandparents.
The seasons progress, the calendar moves. No one’s life ever stays the same.

And yet even as life shifts slowly or quickly we assume that some things around us
never change. We look at mountains and say “they will be here forever.” Even as
the weather gradually erodes them. We look at the oceans and say “they are
unchanging.” Even as the tides shape and reshape shorelines and the currents dig
trenches and fill in shallows. Nothing in life stays the same. In dramatic and
gradual ways change takes place.

In our gospel lesson the disciples look at the temple which had taken generations
to build and say “Look Teacher, what large stones and large buildings” They are
seeing the glory and grandeur of their place of worship, and saying that this is
something which will never change. For if anything could stand forever it is the
place where people come to be near God. But Jesus tells them even that will be
torn down and no stones will be left together. And they ask him the obvious
question- when? When will these things take place? When will this upheaval, this
great change come about?

And Jesus talks about the changes that are going to occur, false prophets who will
arise, wars that will take place, natural disasters that will happen. And to be honest
that’s not the interesting part of the text especially since we have been through so
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much upheaval recently. Because change has happened, is happening, and will
happen. They are the great changes like wars and pandemics, that turn our world
upside down and inside out. There are small everyday changes like aging or
seasons which progress every day. And those things will happen as long as the
world exists. 

But what is important for us, as we live in our world of change and uncertainty, is
what else Jesus says. For Jesus says that during turmoil and upheaval, through
trials and tribulations, we are to witness to the truth. We are to firmly hold on to
our belief and trust in God. We are to have faith. Because, and this is important,
while the world is always changing- God does not change. 

The God who shapes the world at the beginning of creation is the same God who
frees the people from slavery, sends the prophets and teachers, and brings the
people back from exile. The same God comes as Jesus of Nazareth to show us the
face of love. The way of hope and peace and grace. And opens up for us a new life
through the cross.

For Jesus says very clearly that when and while the world changes we must remain
faithful. We must remain faithful when the world changes for the better. We must
remain faithful when the world changes for the worse. Amidst changes small and
great we are to remain people of faith. And in our lesson from Hebrews, we are
encouraged to do four things to ensure our faith and trust in God remain strong.
They are four constants, four ways to remain faithful in our ever changing world.

First, we are told to approach God freely, confidently, and often (10:20-22).
Because as the world changes we need a place to seek refuge, a rock to stand on
that does not move. We can come before God in prayer and thought. We can draw
close to the Almighty God of creation and be reminded again and again of whose
we are and why we are here. We are beloved and precious to God and God
welcomes us to come with our worries and wants, with our news and our triumphs.
We can come before God in any time and in any place. That never changes. We
can always approach God freely and confidently. 

Second, we are told to hold fast to God’s word and promises (10:23). And while
we recognize that despair is a real danger when life falls apart and problems fill
our lives the truth is that we also need to hold fast when things are getting better
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and life is good for us. Because we need to have that anchor when the storms of
life are raging and we need that rock to stand on so we don’t stray when times are
good. For God’s word is unchanging and God’s promises are coming about. And
for us to remain faithful we must hold fast to what God has said and what God is
doing.  We need to make the words of the Bible our own. To have them flow
naturally from our lips and our hearts. 

Third, we are told to encourage one another. Actually I like the translation in the
NRSV which says we are to “provoke one another to love and good
deeds”(10:24).  Because most of us know what buttons to push to make the people
close to us upset. And the writer of Hebrews says that we should take that
knowledge, that insight of the people near us, and use that to help them become
better people. To do something that makes them more faithful, more loving. To
move them not to be angry but to walk closer to God. To encourage each other
with words and actions and by the witness of our own lives.

Fourth, we are told to worship together regularly (10:25). And this may be the
hardest and most important one for us to keep. Because very busy schedules and
ever changing commitments are part of our lives. But for us to keep our
connection to God, for us to know God’s word, for us to grow in faith, we need to
come together as God’s people and worship. We need the hymns, the prayers, and
the teaching. We need the encouragement, the example, and the enthusiasm of
others to keep us faithful and faith filled. We need the church. And that can
happen here on Sunday morning and it can happen through the week in our online
service. For we need a time when we pause and become part of something greater
and understand that our place is within the household and people of God. 

Because the world is ever changing.  I don’t know if we are standing at the start of
better days or if another wave of Covid is coming. But I do know that to remain
faithful in the days to come, whatever they may brings, that we must be people
who pray and listen to scripture. We must encourage and support each other. We
must be the church  Speaking God’s word and serving in God’s name. So that we
can witness to and share the unchanging love and grace of God in this ever
changing world.


