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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and

intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

December 5, 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive- from Zechariah 2:10)
Rejoice, peoples of the earth! 
For the Lord says “I am coming, 
and I shall make my dwelling among you.” 

Hymn: 18 VU There’s A Voice in the Wilderness 
Prayer of Approach (together): 
God of promise, draw us close in this time of worship.
Speak your word of hope 

and calm our fears and worries. 
Tell us of your peace

and help us to share your vision for the earth. 
Open our hearts and minds 

and allow us to experience again your promise of salvation. 
For we have gathered as your people 

in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle (together)
Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, shine in our lives and show us your
way of everlasting peace. Amen.

A candle is burning, a candle of Peace,
A candle to signal that conflict must cease
For Jesus is coming to show us the way
A message of peace humbly laid in the hay

Children’s Story and Lord’s Prayer.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Song of Zechariah  Luke 1:68-79  (p. 900 VU)
First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4 
Second Reading:  Philippians 1:3-11
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
Anthem Emmanuel Soon Will Be Here   (Price/Besig)
Sermon: “Right Here, Right Now”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 48 VU Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Prayers of the People
Hymn: 64 VU O Little Town of Bethlehem
Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. We
recognize that we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded
territory of the Mi’kmaq People and we seek to be good neighbours to the
First Nations. May this be a time for you to draw closer to God. The
service is posted each week on our website (www.stjamesuc.com).

Congratulations and best wishes to those who received degrees and
diplomas at the St FX Fall Convocation this past Saturday, December 4th

May God bless you on all your future plans. 

Connections continues to urge all members and adherents of St. James
United Church  to submit articles for our newsletter.  Connection is what
keeps our congregation strong and through Connections we are able to
exchange thoughts, information, and personal stories.  Please consider
making a word donation to our newsletter, preferably before Dec. 12.
Items can be emailed to brendaannerose@gmail.com or can be dropped
off at the church office.

Today is International Volunteer Day – thank a volunteer.  And if you
don’t already volunteer yourself, give it a try!  “Volunteering is at the
very core of being a human. No one has made it through life without
someone else’s help.” – Heather French Henry.  Tomorrow is the
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence when
Canadians remember the tragedy that occurred in Montréal in 1989, when
14 women were killed by an anti-feminist.  Please pause for a moment of
silence, wear a white or purple ribbon as a commitment to end violence
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against women and reflect on how you might further this goal.  Also the
10th is Human Rights Day.  This day is celebrated to raise awareness
about people's social, cultural, and physical rights and to ensure the
welfare of everyone.  The five basic human rights include the right to life
and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and
expression, the right to work and education.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Tuesday, December 7

11:00 am The Community Hot Meal Program at St. James
3:00 pm Meditation Group meets in the Meeting Room.
December 14th  will be the last class and the Meditation Group
will resume on Jan. 11th  For more information, please call Fran
Wittgens, 902-863-3546.

Thursday, December 9
11:00 am Virtual Coffee Time via Zoom.
6:30 pm Choir practices.

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES 
Friday, December 24

4:00 pm Christmas Eve service at St. David’s
7:00 pm Family Christmas Service at St. James
9:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion

The end of the calendar year is quickly coming. Thursday, Dec 30th 
will be the final date for donations to be received and credited for the
2021 income tax year at St. James. Donations can be dropped off anytime
up to and including that day through our secure mail slot. Online
donations can be made anytime at http://www.stjamesuc.com

Next Sunday’s Scripture
 Isaiah 12:2-6  •  Philippians 4:4-7  •  Luke 3:7-18
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