
Right Here, Right Now
Ad2 Yr C December 5, 2021 Luke 3:1-6

Rev. Peter Smith http://www.stjamesuc.com

“Stay the Blazes Home.” I was watching the press conference early on in the
pandemic when Stephen MacNeil said those words to us. It was a confusing time
because we didn’t really know much about Covid other than it was serious. It was
an anxious time because we saw the effect of the virus and didn’t know how to
protect ourselves. And the four words spoken by the premier that day, stay the
blazes home, made us all stop and pay attention. They weren’t carefully crafted,
they weren’t the most polite but they were certainly clear and got everyone’s
attention. 

This morning’s reading starts the story of John the Baptist. But before we get to the
specifics of his message, which is next week’s reading, the gospel writer gives us a
list of people and their titles. And while that may just seem like preamble the truth
is those words are very deliberate and do something important. They anchor the
message that follows. 

Now the list of names may not mean much to us but the first listeners to the gospel
would have known who these people are and the positions they hold in the world.
If you like it is the same as me saying that this sermon is preached in the fourth
wave of the pandemic when Justin Trudeau was prime minister, when Tim Houston
was Premier of Nova Scotia and Peter Smith was minister at St. James. 

Because what Luke tells us in the opening of this passage is that well into the reign
of Tiberius who became more unstable and violent as he ruled, when the grip of
Rome was strong on the people through Pilate the governor, when those who had
made compromises with Rome like Herod and Phillip ruled puppet kingdoms, and
when two priests who were struggling to continue on in faith and balance the needs
of the people keeping the conquerors happy that John the Baptist shows up. 

And the gospel tells us two things right off the bat about John. That he wanders all
through the area going from place to place. Which means that he is being talked
about in large populations centers and in small villages and towns. And that as he
travels he proclaims a baptism for the repentance of sins. In other words his
message to the people is that they need to change, they need a different life, they
need to turn back to God. 
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Because we just heard who is in power at the time and because of that list we know
that everyone is afraid and doing things to try and stop their world and lives from
falling apart. The Emperor is jealous, paranoid, and violent. The Governor is afraid
of drawing the attention of the Emperor. The puppet kings are trying not to be
noticed by the Governor. The priests are caught in the middle trying to keep the
people and the occupiers from coming to blows. And John arrives in the middle of
all of that saying things need to change and that everyone needs to turn back to
God. 

And then the gospel takes a sharp turn and we get a quotation from the prophet
Isaiah describing how the messenger will come and announce that the salvation of
God is at hand. A salvation which will not be stopped by anything in this world
because everything will give way before God.  For the way will be clear for any
and all to experience and know the promise of God for their lives. 

Which means that the message John brings is a powerful and life changing
promise. For into our lives, into our world there is a salvation, a change which is
coming which cannot be stopped. That God knows our pain, our sorrow, our
troubles and that God is doing what needs to be done for us to live new lives and
for our world to be transformed. 

And  I don’t know about you but I need that promise to become a reality for me
now. Because there are things happening which I can’t change on my own and I
need God. I need strength when I am weak, calm which things are chaotic, and
wisdom when I have no idea what to do next. I need God to reach into our world
with a grace which cannot be denied and a wisdom which shows me what to do. 

For salvation is not about us doing nothing and God doing everything but about us
being faithful and doing our best and God doing what we can not do for ourselves. 
Because let’s be honest, Covid is still around, we’re still unsure of what lies ahead,
and we still have all the personal and family and work problems we had before the
pandemic and those which happened during the pandemic all of which are that
much harder because of the pandemic. So the message that God is moving heaven
and earth to get to us with a peace which will hold us through our troubles and
these tiring days is welcome and it is life changing.  

Because the way is being cleared for us to get from this day and everything it holds
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to the better day, the better life, which I talked about last week.  The salvation we
need is at hand even though the world is still so unsettled and our lives so
uncertain. For the good news is we can experience that salvation, we can know that
peace in our lives. And all we have to do is repent.

And I want to be clear about what I mean when I say we have to repent. Its not that
you are so wicked a person, so evil or unworthy a human being that God can’t get
to you the way you are. That’s not the gospel message. No, the gospel is that God
loves you and is coming with salvation for you and you need to turn toward God to
know and experience what is happening.

For repentance is about turning away from evil but perhaps more importantly it is
about turning toward God. Because the salvation is coming, the promise is
happening, the peace can be yours, but if you’re eyes are closed you’re not going to
see it and if your ears are shut you’re not going to hear it and if your heart is closed
you will receive it. So turn back to God, let the promise of Jesus echo in your life.
Let the words we say and sing become part of how you look at the world. And
discover the hope and peace which God is bringing about at this time and in this
place. 

Because right here and right now, and this is a message both for those who are in
this building and for those in the online service at home, God is at work and God is
bringing about a new life for you and our world through Jesus Christ. And through
Jesus we are called to turn our lives around and be a part of what God is doing in
this world as we ride out this fourth wave of the pandemic and find our way
forward together.

Because this promise, this peace, this salvation of God is not something for another
place and another time but it is for you right here and right now. So that your eyes
are open to what God is placing in front of you. So that you know with ever fiber of
your being that you are loved and cherished and precious to God. So that you
experience the stirring of the Holy Spirit which causes your words and actions to
bless the lives of those around you. 


