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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and

intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

January 9, 2022 - Baptism of Jesus

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude Prelude in C Minor (JS Bach)             Glenn Omae
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive from Isaiah 2:5, John 1:5)
Come, people of faith 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
For the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has never put it out. 

Prayer of Approach (together)
Eternal God, radiant with grace, 
thaw our fears and snow-bound spirits;
make us shine with your Word, our hope;
shine with your love, our life;
shine with your peace, our joy;
through Christ, who is our Light, Amen.

Children’s Story and Lord’s Prayer.
Hymn: 79 VU Arise Your Light has Come!

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 29 (p. 756 VU)
Ascribe to God, you powers of the heaven,
ascribe to God all glory and strength!

Ascribe due honour to God’s holy name,
and worship in the beauty of holiness.   R

God’s voice is over the waters----
God’s glory thundering across the great waters.

God’s voice is power,

God’s voice is full of majesty. 
God’s voice shatters the cedars,
splinters the cedars of Lebanon.

God’s voice makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
Mount Hermon stampede like a wild young bull.

God’s voice forks into tongues of fire,
God’s voice shakes the wilderness,
sets trembling the wilderness of Kadesh.

God’s voice causes the oaks to whirl,
stripping the forest bare;
and in the temple all cry: Glory!  R

God sits enthroned above the waters,
God is enthroned as a sovereign forever.

You give strength to your people, O God. 
Now give to your people
the blessing of peace.  R

First Reading:Isaiah 43:1-7
Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17
Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Anthem Were You There on That Christmas Night?         Michèle Ashby 
Sermon “By The Holy Spirit And Fire”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 96 VU Will You Come and See the Light
Prayers of the People
Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude  And the Glory of the Lord (Handel)

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. We
recognize that we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded
territory of the Mi’kmaq People and we seek to be good neighbours to the
First Nations. May this be a time for you to draw closer to God. The
service is posted each week on our website (www.stjamesuc.com).

Annual Reports for 2021 are due into the church office Friday, January
14th. The tentative date for the Congregational Meeting is Sunday,
February 27th. 
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St James United's Social Justice calendars are ready for pick up in the
narthex and linked online. The calendar reminds us of important dates
throughout the year that need to be thoughtfully considered, reflected
upon and prayed about. Please consider these issues and the people who
are impacted by them.

POVERTY – Part 2 of 2  Further to last week’s Social Justice comment,
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives also states “We – Nova
Scotians – have continued to demand people pull themselves up by their
own bootstraps to survive and thrive, despite our political choices also
creating unequal opportunities that make this an impossibility.  Our
choices have left many people in Nova Scotia living in poverty

• 1 in 4 children, more than half of whom are in lone parent families
headed by women
• 23.1% of persons with disabilities, the majority of whom are
women
• 39.1% of recent immigrants
• 32.1% of Black Nova Scotians
• 20.6% of Indigenous Nova Scotians living off-reserve 
• 35.6% of persons living alone, the majority of whom are women

The global pandemic has made matters worse with the most vulnerable
bearing the greatest burden. Many have had to choose between working
in risky and unsafe environments, or protecting their families and
community from the spread of the virus, losing wages in the process. 
Poverty affects us all, and impacts the quality of life for all Nova
Scotians.  What can we as individuals do to make things better?

Next Sunday’s Scripture
Isaiah 62:1-5  •  Psalm 36:5-10  •  1 Corinthians 12:1-11  •  John 2:1-11

http://stjamesuc.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-Social-Justice-Calendar.pdf

