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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and

intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

April 17, 2022 - Easter Sunday

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive)
When everything was dark and it seemed the sun would not shine again,
God’s love broke through.
God’s love is too strong, too wide, too deep for death to hold.
The tomb is empty. 
So let us step from the shadows of Good Friday into the light of  Easter.
Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed. Hallelujah!

Prayer of Approach (together)
God of new life, long ago faithful women shared the news of Jesus'
resurrection and allowed the joy of Easter to be known.  As we hear
their witness let our voices blend with theirs- that our witness may
be as bold, our love as deep, and our faith as true- for together we
celebrate what you do for us through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Gospel: Luke 24:1-12
Hymn: 155 VU Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Children’s Story and Lord’s Prayer.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 118:1-24 (p. 837 VU Parts 1-3)
First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Anthem: On This Day of Rejoicing            Choir
Sermon  “An Act of Love”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 179 VU Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Litany for Easter Sunday (responsive)
When the women ready to embalm the dead
run in joy from the empty tomb with surprising news
it is Easter day.
When Thomas touches the wounds from the cross
and hears the words of Jesus which set him free
it is Easter day.

When Jesus asks Peter three times “Do you love me?”
and gives him the chance to change his life
it is Easter day.
When Jesus walks with two disciples who do not recognize him
and breaks bread with them
it is Easter day.

When Paul is blinded by the light 
and recognizes that Jesus is calling him. 
it is Easter day
When we build a world where the hungry are fed
at the same table as the rich
it is Easter day

When we beat swords into ploughshares
and demand peace fill the earth
it is Easter day
When we dare to believe, dare to hope, dare to trust
in the power of the Risen Christ
it is Easter day. 
It is Easter day when we welcome the love and grace of God
and allow that love and grace to change us and our world, Amen. 

Hymn: 173 VU Thine is the Glory
Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. We
recognize that we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded
territory of the Mi’kmaq People and we seek to be good neighbours to
the First Nations. May this be a time for you to draw closer to God.
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LIFE OF ST. JAMES THIS WEEK
Tuesday, April 19

11:00 am Community Hot Meal program in the hall.
3:00  pm Meditation Group meets in the Meeting Room.

Thursday, April 21
6:30 pm Choir practice in the Sanctuary.

Saturday, April 23
2:00 pm Memorial Service for Gord Morrison in the Sanctuary.

The family has requested that masks be worn. 

In the loop? It’s time for Connections to shine a light on St James. But
there are perhaps some who haven’t seen the newsletter. Why not share
your copy or take an extra copy to pass along?  Works for bulletins, too!

A course that links our spirituality with our concerns for our wounded
planet begins Monday May 9th., from 6:30-8:00. A handout with all the
information on Contemplating Earth can be found in the Narthex and in
Office. Or write fwittgens@gmail.com Deadline is EarthDay, April 22nd

FINANCIAL NEWS (To March 31, 2022)
Offering Last Month $11,896 Year - To - Date Offering $34,875
Required for Budget $19,444 Year -To - Date Budget    $55,583

The Offering Last Month is the money received from the congregation
through donations put on the offering plate and through PAR. This
represents a -37.3% down from budgeted offerings. The Required for
Budget amount is the total collection needed to break even, if all
budgeted activities took place.  
The Year-To- Date offering is the  amount that our congregation has
donated so far to the end of March. The Year-To-Date Budget amount is
the required amount for all budgeted activities to take place this year to
the end of March.

How can you help support the life and work at St. James? There are
the offering boxes at the doors or envelopes can be dropped off at the
office (or in the mail slot after hours). Online donations can be made by 
clicking on the “Donate” button on the website.

Next Sunday’s Scripture
Acts 5:27-32  •  •  Revelation 1:4-8  •  John 20:19-31
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