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The disciples fish all night with no success and Jesus invites them to try fishing on the
other side. When they do, their nets become so full they start to break. That is part of
our gospel lesson as the disciples encounter Jesus for the third time after the
resurrection. And if the disciples having no success fishing and then their nets fill to
overflowing seems familiar to you that is because the same thing happens at the start
of the gospel of John when Jesus first calls the disciples to follow him. 

In the same way, Jesus appears to the disciples but they don’t recognize him right
away. But when they listen to him and do as he asks they realize that Jesus is there
with them. That’s also from the lesson this morning but it is also part of every story
after Easter when Jesus meets disciples. Again, from the lesson today Jesus uses bread
and fish to feed his followers. And the scene is familiar because we have multiple
stories in the gospels of Jesus using bread and fish to feed the crowds who come to
listen and learn. 

And all of those references back to earlier stories of Jesus are deliberate. We’re meant
to be thinking of those times as we join the disciples in trying to figure out what it
means to live within the resurrection- the promise, the hope, the new life which Jesus
brings at Easter. 

Which leads us to Peter being asked three questions. Which of course that reminds us
of when Jesus is arrested and Peter follows at a distance and is asked once, twice,
three times if he knows Jesus, if he is a follower, if he is one of the disciples. And each
time Peter answer no and is left in tears. 

And in our lesson today, after all those events and having been given a bountiful catch
and offered a chance to eat from what Jesus provides, Jesus turns to Peter on the beach
and says “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” To which Peter answers, “Lord, you
know that I do” and Jesus says “feed my lambs.” 

Jesus asks once more “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” and Peter answers
exactly the same, “Lord, you know that I do.” and Jesus replies. “Tend my sheep.”
Jesus then asks a third time “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” and we can almost
hears the exasperation and perhaps a hint of desperation in Peter’s voice. “Lord, you
know everything. You know that I love you.” to which Jesus replies. “Feed my sheep”
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The same question three times to Peter but a question not about what Peter believes,
whether he regrets denying Jesus, or even what he will do. Instead a question about
love. A simple question of whether Peter loves Jesus. And each time Peter says he 
love Jesus there is a task that Jesus gives him and all disciples as we live within the
new life which is ours through the cross and empty tomb. 

Now “Feed my lambs” isn’t really that hard to understand. Jesus tells us to nurture and
help those are new, who are young, who are starting in the faith. Give them what they
need in order to grow strong, to mature, to become disciples and followers of Jesus. At
its most basic it is telling and sharing the stories of Jesus. It is witnessing to what we
know is true and certain. It is teaching how to pray, how to be a good person, how live
the values and beliefs that we have.

“Tend my sheep” though is a bit less straightforward because this request isn’t just
about giving the cute little lambs what they need to grow. No, tending sheep means
protecting them, finding the ones who stray, leading them to green pastures, basically
providing the structure and place for them to live. 

Which in effect means that Peter, the first disciples, and we as modern disciples are
asked by Jesus to be the church. Because for us to be followers of Jesus, sheep of the
good shepherd, we need a place and a way to do that. Which involves us coming
together to worship, to work, to learn, and to be God’s people. 

And anyone who has ever been part of the church for any length of time knows that
can be difficult. Because we tend to have disputes and conflicts with each other, we
can disagree and quarrel, and we have different priorities and expectations. Which
actually makes the church, a community and place where we live out our faith that
much more important. 

Because the church is where we get challenged to live out the grace we speak about
and to forgive as Jesus forgives us. The church is where we are confronted with things
we don’t always want to deal with and issues which we would prefer to ignore. The
church is where we come to realize that faith is not about us and Jesus but about us
and our neighbour and Jesus. For church is where we really learn how to love our
neighbour as ourselves. 

And when we come together we share and use our gifts to do more than we ever could
separately. And we create a refuge, a place of sanctuary, where the broken and
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forgotten, the lost and unworthy are at home and where we really begin to see the
kingdom of heaven here on earth. 

Which leads into the last request Jesus makes “Feed my sheep.” And at first it may
seem like “Feed my Sheep” should come right after “feed my lambs” because aren’t
they basically the same? Well they both have to do with feeding but think for a second
about the questions you had about faith as a child and those you have as an adult.
Consider the reality, the temptations and path you have to find as an adult as opposed
to that of a child. The conversations upstairs in Children’s worship are insightful and
faithful but they are not the same topics and issues we deal with in Bible study.

“Feed My Sheep” is Jesus telling us to approach our confusing and chaotic world with
the hope of the cross and empty tomb. To struggle with the questions of right and
wrong, to sort out the longstanding problems in our society, to approach the
complicated and complex and confusing through grace and peace and mercy and love.
For as followers of Jesus we need to forgive and be generous and not be afraid of
difficult questions or challenges. Jesus calls us to live within the promise and reality
of Easter and to be bold, to be loving, to be the church. 

And if that sounds daunting, well, the truth is that being a Christian is hard and it
always has been. But Jesus tells us where we get the strength, the wisdom, the grace to
do all of the things we are asked to do. Because remember that Jesus asks Peter the
same thing three times before he gives those responsibilities to him. “Do you love
me?”

Because we can do what Jesus asks if we rely on that love. For that connection, that
relationship that we have with Jesus gives us the motivation, the direction, the strength
to move forward and be God’s people in the world. People who care for those new to
the faith, create a welcoming church where people can learn, grow, and be together,
and that love allows us to deal with the complicated and uncertain, the chaotic and
difficult questions and realities of life with faith.

Which brings us to the end of the lesson where Jesus finishes with two simple and
powerful words. For with our knowledge, with the stories of faith echoing through our
lives, with the hope of the resurrection and the forgiveness of the cross before us,
Jesus lovingly calls to each and every one of us and says “Follow me.” 


