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This morning I opened the service by greeting you in the name of “Jesus Christ, the
love of God made flesh”. Those words are drawn from scripture and proclaim that
Jesus is the one who comes to show us the love of God, the one who lives that love for
us to see, and the one who calls to us by that love to follow and live a new life made
possible by his death and resurrection.  

This morning’s gospel lesson is taken from the conversation that Jesus has with the
disciples in the Upper Room just before the crucifixion. The discussion starts with that
confusing verse about the Son of Man being glorified and God being glorified.  All of
which is basically Jesus saying that now what is meant, what is intended, is going to
happen and the world will see through Jesus what God is doing. And then Jesus gives
the disciples a new commandment. 

But before we talk about the new commandment I think we need to take a moment to
think what commandments are.  The commandments are rules God gives to us. They
are instructions we are meant to follow, to live by because they show us what to do
and how to act so we can be the people God intends. They are there to guide us and
help us build a life and families and communities that are faithful and loving. 

If it helps think of commandments as guard rails on the road of life that show us the
boundaries of where it is safe or not. They are a reminder, a warning, and sometimes
what stops us from crashing in our lives.  Or if it helps consider them as railings that
are there for us to grab onto when we start to lose our footing and are in danger of
being hurt. We grab onto them and are able to keep ourselves from falling. The laws
show us the way and help us live the best we can. 

And I know that isn’t how we usually think of laws and commandments. Most of the
time we think of laws as restrictive and stifling, things which make our lives smaller
not greater, but the truth is that God’s laws are just the opposite. They allow us to live
fully and completely and help us learn how to be loving, caring, supportive, and
trustworthy people in our lives, And they show us how to be part of what God is
bringing about in the world. 

The laws, the commandments in the Bible, fit together and support us because God
gives them to us because God loves us and wants the best for us. Which is why
elsewhere in the gospels, Jesus points to the pages of scripture and says the greatest
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commandment is to love God with all your heart and soul and strength and mind and
to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Because when you do love in that way you focus on God, you realize God is the
source of strength and life itself, your honor God, you make time to be with God each
week, your respect the people in your life, you cherish life, you keep promises, you
give rather than take, you are honest, you are generous in everything. 

And yes I just went through the ten commandments but instead of the familiar words I
highlighted how love of God and love of neighbour inspires them. Because when we
love God and love our neighbour our lives become focused not on us and what we
have or can get but on the connections, the relationships, the goodness that God is
bringing about in the world.

Which leads us into the new commandment that Jesus gives the disciples in the Upper
Room. The disciples who have walked with Jesus, listened to his teaching, witnessed
his miracles and the difference he makes in the lives of those in need, to them Jesus
says.  “I give you a new commandment that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another.”

And this new commandment doesn’t replace the other commandments but actually
enriches and expands them so we can better follow them. Because the truth is that
even when we know what we are supposed to do sometimes we don’t know how to do
it. We know we should love others but how do we love difficult people or people we
just don’t care about? And what does it mean to love our neighbour as ourselves, what
does that sound like in words or look like in action? 

And to those questions about how we are supposed to love, that struggle to be good
people and do good things, Jesus gives the new commandment. We are to look to his
life, his example, and see the way we are to speak and to act. We are to love as he
loves us. 

Which means we are to love by being patient with one another. Honestly, I think we
often overlook how patient Jesus is with the disciples and the people around him. The
disciples frequently get things wrong, they misunderstand again and again but Jesus
teaches them again and again and again. The disciples abandon him and he calls them
once more to follow. Peter denies him and Jesus restores him as an apostle. The
religious leadership condemn him and reject him and he forgives them. That is the
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patient love we are to have with each other. 

So take the time for the people around you. Make the time to listen, to be a part of
their lives. Treat them with respect, with kindness. If you find yourself impatient,
frustrated, let down by someone else then pray about it and ask Jesus for the patience
and grace to continue to love them. 

For the love Jesus shows is a generous love. Truthfully the major complaint that the
religious people of the day have about Jesus is that he talks to everyone. He has time
for children, for the outcasts, for the needy. He cares and helps and has compassion
for everyone. 

So do the same. Give of your time, share your gifts to help others, and the blessings
God has placed in your hands? Spread them around. That is generous love. Use your
money to build a better world and to help someone in need.. Use your skills and
ability for the greater good- to teach, to lead, to enrich the lives of others. Be generous
by giving a space for someone else to share, to help, to lead.   

For the love Jesus shows is a respectful love. Jesus doesn’t force people to follow, he
invites them. He doesn’t browbeat his opposition, he answers them truthfully and
confidently. Yes, there is a time to be unwavering and to stand for what is right but
there is always a way to do that which is respectful of the fact that the people around
us are beloved and important to God as well. In other words, we can disagree and
indeed we often will but we never have to be disagreeable. 

And when we do that, when we live our lives loving others as Jesus loves us
something remarkable and extraordinary happens. People start to see Jesus in us and
through us. They understand that grace is not about agreeing with someone but about
caring about them even when we disagree. That forgiveness is not about accepting bad
behaviour but about finding a way to heal and move on when we have been hurt and
need that second chance. That selflessness is not about diminishing ourselves but in
bending over to lift someone else up so that we can stand together. 

For Jesus comes to show us the love of God and when we follow as disciples then the
love of God is what people hear when we speak and what they see when we act. And
when we love as Jesus loves the kingdom of heaven starts to take shape here on earth. 


