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Naaman is a leper. I know the second book of Kings describes him as a great man-
renowned for his abilities as a leader of the army and his favor with the king. I
know also that as the story unfolds we see that he is a decent man who has great
wealth and resources. But none of that changes the fact that Naaman has a problem
which he can not overcome. Naaman is a leper. 

Now the truth is that we don’t know if Naaman has leprosy as we understand it or
some other disease which is visible and disfiguring because the word used in
Hebrew isn’t precise. But honestly that doesn’t matter because the point is not that
Naaman has a specific disease but that he can’t get rid of his affliction. He can’t
order it away, or pay for someone to take care of it, or be good enough to banish it.
It is a burden he must endure. It is a pain he must suffer.

And we know what that’s like, don’t we? Because we can see that in the lives of
others and perhaps in our own lives. The problem which won’t go away. The
burden that weighs us down. The hurt which we can’t cure no matter what we do.
The problem might be physical, it might be emotional, and it might be spiritual. It
may be something kept hidden or something obvious to everyone.

Naaman has a slave girl in his household. The lesson is more polite saying she is a
servant to Naaman’s wife but the fact is that she was captured in battle and isn’t
there by choice. But the girl makes a choice. She tells Naaman’s wife about Elisha
and that the prophet could cure his leprosy. And that tells us two things. 

The first is that Naaman is a decent enough person. Because if he was cruel, if his
family were harsh, then I doubt the girl would have said a word to help him. The
second is that this slave girl is a faithful person. She refuses to let her
circumstances make her bitter or vengeful. She remains someone who loves their
neighbour as themselves even when the neighbor is an enemy. She allows God to
work through her. She is gracious and merciful and faithful. She does the best in
midst of the worst. 

And the light of God shines the brightest in those times, doesn’t it? Because when
we are sick, or lost, or afraid, or broken, that is when the healing, the welcome, the
peace, and the wholeness mean so much in our lives. And I know you have seen
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that and maybe even experience that in your life. But let me flip that around. 

The truth is that when we are at our lowest, when our lives are shattered, when we
feel we have nothing to give - the truth is that we can be the ones God uses to share
the good news and touch the life of another. We can be the means by which God
works in the life of someone else. We can be the wisdom that the wise have never
considered, the grace which captures the attention of the lost, and the example
which God needs lived out for others to see. Just like the slave girl does in our
story. Because honestly without her Namaan’s life would never change. 

The King of Aram hears through Naaman that there is a cure for his favourite
general in Israel. And so he sends an order to the King of Israel to cure Naaman.
And Naaman loads up some of his wealth and arrives with that order. Which
throws the King of Israel into fits. Because he assumes this is a ploy to start a war
and he has no idea what to do because he knows he can’t cure any diseases no
matter what the other king wants. 

In our lesson, all the powerful, wealthy, and connected people get it wrong.
Naaman thinks he can get cured through his king, his king thinks he can order it,
lots of wealth is brought in case it is needed, and the king of Israel assumes healing
such a disease can never happen in this lifetime. They are so used to relying on
their power, their status, their wealth, to solve problems that they have trouble
seeing that anything else is important in life.

Our lives have been turned upside down these last two years. And in that time
we’ve started to look at things differently and come to appreciate what is really
valuable. What is really precious. And where we find our joy, our satisfaction, our
strength, our peace, and our hope. 

Which means that we don’t assume anymore that we would be happy if we just had
more money. Or our life would be meaningful  if we just had this award or
recognition or whatever. Or that we would be better people if we just worked
longer hours. Certainly money has a place in life as does recognition and work. But
they are not the center of our lives because we know there is more. 

The prophet Elisha sends a message to the King of Israel which basically tells him
to smarten up and send Naaman to him. And Naaman goes with all of his wealth,
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all his status around him. And a servant comes out to tell Naaman “Elisha says to
wash seven times in the Jordan and you’ll be made well.” Which throws Naaman
into a fit. He wants to see Elisha in person, he wants the prophet to put on a show,
he wants to bathe in a mighty river like back home not the muddy stream Elisha is
telling him to go to. And he turns to leave in frustration and anger. 

The good news of Jesus Christ is that you are forgiven. You are forgiven and God
offers you new life here and eternal life in the world to come. Any debt you have
has been paid, any sin you have committed has been forgiven, and you are free to
live a new life. You do not have to do anything complicated. You do not have to
understand some mystery in order to be saved. You do not have to be good enough
or do enough good things to deserve it. You simply have to trust and believe and
hope in what God does in Jesus. It is that simple and straightforward. And honestly
that is why many struggle with the gospel.

And here let me go back to the text for a moment because the servants of Naaman
beg him to do what Elisha has told him. They say “if he told you to do something
difficult you would do it, why not try this simple thing?” And Naaman, I think
grudgingly, goes and washes seven times in the Jordan. And he is cured. He
receives what his money could not buy, his strength could not win, his status could
not demand, his goodness could not give him. Even though the simple instructions
don’t seem like enough they lead him to wholeness and a new life. 

I don’t know what your affliction is. Maybe it is guilt you are carrying, or shame
that is weighing you down. Maybe you feel like you don’t deserve to be loved or
believe you can’t be forgiven. Maybe you are broken or exhausted or burned out.
Maybe you feel something different or all of those things or even nothing at all. I
don’t know the affliction you carry. 

But I do know the good news of Jesus Christ. And let me tell you as a person who
has suffered from his own afflictions. God loves you. God cares about you. And
God offers you this day the healing and the new start you need. And all you have to
do is receive these words, believe they may be true, and dare to allow God to work
in your life. Because when you do, you begin to discover what love, grace, and
salvation really mean as you experience the new life which is possible through
Jesus Christ.


