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The people are afraid. They see the man who has always been dangerous and wild and
naked sitting at Jesus’ feet, rational and calm and clothed. And they are afraid. They
beg Jesus to go away from them. And that reaction doesn’t make sense. Because in
every other story in the gospels where Jesus heals someone the people are excited,
they praise God and marvel at what has happened. 

And let me be clear there is someone in our story who is excited, praises God, and
marvels at what has happened. The man, who is nameless and usually just called the
Gerasene demoniac, that man is ready to follow Jesus. And when Jesus tells him to
stay behind the man proclaims what Jesus has done for him throughout the area. And
the man’s reaction after the healing makes sense. But everyone else’ reaction is
confusing. 

Because the text is clear that they understand that Jesus has freed the man from his
afflictions. And what is even more confusing is that they aren’t afraid of the man - it is
Jesus who terrifies them. For what frightens them isn’t the fact that the man is cured,
is better, but is found in what happens between Jesus meeting the man and the people
coming and discovering that he is healed. Which leads us into the parts of the story
which are harder for us to follow. 

The story starts with Jesus showing up in an area across from Galilee and being
confronted by a man filled with demons. And I don’t want us to get distracted by the
mention of demons because I know we don’t see the world or mental illness in those
ways any longer. So I think its helpful for us to just understand that the man is filled
with destructive impulses, wrong desires, and chaotic thoughts that have made him
less than human. 

He is out of control, he can’t stop hurting himself and his afflictions rule his life. The
community can’t help him and they tried at one point to chain him and keep him from
hurting himself and them. But the problems he carries with him are beyond their
control and drive him into living among the tombs outside of the city. 

And phrased that way it is easier to imagine what the man is going through, isn’t it?
Because we’ve all known people who get caught up in things like addiction who
change and become entirely different people. We know the problems which can
happen physically, mentally, emotionally, spiritually, which can lead us to spiral out
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of control. 

And if that has ever happened to someone you love you know the heartache of not
being able to help them. And if that has ever happened to you personally you
understand the desperation of the man.  But none of that explains why the people
become terrified of Jesus and ask him to leave after he heals the man. 

Which brings us back to the conversation which the evil, the wrong, has with Jesus. If
it helps think of this section as a parable instead of an actual discussion. Consider this
part of the lesson as the gospel writer’s way of describing something important about
Jesus and faith rather than simply reporting an event which took place.

The evil want Jesus to be merciful and not to torment them. And when Jesus asks for a
name the one given is legion. And the answer supports the approach to seeing this part
as more like a parable, a teaching story, because the fact is that Legion was the way
that the Romans spoke about their army. And Jesus gives the evil permission to go or
depending on your reading of the Greek he dismisses them and they flee into a herd of
pigs. 

And the pigs, sometimes used as a symbol of wrong in the Bible and also used by the
Romans as a symbol for their army, the pigs filled with the evil rush headlong to their
own deaths. Which is what catches the attention of the people in the community who
have given up on the man with so many problems. 

The truth is that we want to see the great evils in our world gone. We want an end to
racism, sexism, poverty, and discrimination. We want to see climate change stop and
wars end around the world. And I have no doubt God wants all of those things to end
as well because those evils diminish creation and the people around us. We would
celebrate them being banished from the earth just as we are fine with Jesus casting the
legion out of the afflicted man. Because we want those things gone.

But the reality of change is that it doesn’t just involve other people- it also involves
us. We can’t get rid of racism until we seriously deal with issues like white privilege.
Sexism isn’t going away until we change the way society sees the place, value, and
abilities of women. Poverty will remain as a problem as long we hang onto the
economic systems we have chosen in our country and world. And the climate crisis is
happening because we have created a world where growth, consumption, and
ownership are prized above everything else. And war at its heart flows from the same
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greed, the same indifference, the same evil that allows all the other evils to exist. 

The people who see what Jesus does, that he casts out the evil from the man and frees
him aren’t afraid of that. They are afraid when they see what happens to the pigs.
Because when Jesus dismisses the evil and it destroys itself, he shows that the evil the
wrong the people have in their lives needs to be banished too or they will face
destruction. And that is where they have a problem.

The truth is that most of us are comfortable in our lives. Yes, we want some things to
be different but on the whole we are making due, we are holding on. We are okay with
the devil we know. We can live with the small evils which fill our lives because we’re
not desperate like the man lost to his afflictions. And so the  thought of having to deal
with the problems we have been ignoring is upsetting,  the possibility of our world
being torn apart and remade is unsettling, and the thought of facing that unknown now
is terrifying. We may want the world to change but we don’t want our lives to change.
We’re okay with having the desperate healed but only if the herds of pigs in our lives
are left alone

But you know what? The way of Jesus is the way of life. Which means any path we
are on without that change which Jesus brings leads to destruction and death. We can
see that in the man who allows Jesus to heal him and banish the evil from within him.
We see him going from hurting himself to being at peace with himself, from being
naked and living in and among graves to being clothed and among other people. His
need and the difference, the change, Jesus makes is obvious. What isn’t as obvious is
that we need that deep fundamental change as well. 

We do. We do because each of us are struggling every day with evils and problems
and fears. We do because our tolerance for little wrongs, all those minor evils, is why
there is pain and suffering in our families, our community and our world. We do
because honestly we know deep down that in an instant our lives could fall apart and
we could be the man lost in the tombs.  

And the only way for evil to be gone, for healing to take place, for new life to begin, is
through Jesus. And I know it is terrifying to let go and let Jesus change us and our
lives. But the promise and hope of the cross and empty tomb is that Jesus can take the
evil in our lives and break its hold over us. Jesus can bring us a life which isn’t built
on compromise and fear but on grace and love. For Jesus calls us to follow and shows
us we can live, truly live, as God intends- with hope, with peace, and with joy. 


