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Recently I noticed signs at a local grocery store asking people to be patient and
reminding customers not to be abusive to the cashiers. I thought that maybe an
isolated incident happened at that store but shortly after I saw the same sorts of
signs appearing at other places around town. 

I think that truth is that right now many people are feeling frustrated, discouraged,
and angry. And I know there are good reasons for the upset feelings. The war in
Ukraine is entering its fifth month and there is no end in sight to the bloodshed and
worry that the conflict might widen. Prices for just about everything seem to be
increasing daily at the same time that big companies are reaping record profits. 

Covid seems to be hitting our area again despite our best efforts to get rid of it and
people who have already had it are getting sick for a second time. And if this were
2019 maybe we would be able to cope better but after the lock downs and
restrictions of the last two years we’re tired, we’re impatient, and we’re short
tempered. 

In our gospel lesson, Jesus is rejected by a village of Samaritans. The people don’t
want to see him or talk to him. They want nothing to do with his followers or his
message. And hearing that insult, that slight, the disciples are upset. James, John,
and the others have been following Jesus and believe in his message of salvation.
They know in their hearts that Jesus is the one sent from God, the hope for the
world. And they are enraged that a whole village can’t or won’t see that. That a
village would turn him away just because he is a Jew and they are Samaritans. 

So they come to Jesus and ask “Lord, do you want us to kill everyone in the
village?” And yes, I’m aware that the text actually reads “Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" but let’s be honest
they are asking Jesus to condemn the people of that village. They want the people
punished. They want them to suffer. They want them to die.

“But Jesus turned and rebuked them.” Six small words in English which speak
volumes. Jesus turns to face his followers and makes his position clear. He wants
nothing to do with their suggestion. And while we’re not told his exact words the
greek is the same word used when Jesus banishes evil that he encounters. He
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rebuked them or perhaps a better translation is “he spoke sternly to them” or even
“he silenced them.” 

Jesus makes it very clear that what the disciples are saying, what they are
suggesting, is offensive and wrong. Their suggestion has nothing to do with the
gospel he is preaching and the reason he has, in the words of the gospel, set his face
toward Jerusalem. Jesus is going to the cross. He is going to face down the power
of evil in the world. He is going not to condemn but to save. 

I know we’re all tired and frustrated and worried about today and the days to come.
I know we all have good reasons for being angry about what is happening to us and
around us and in our world. I know some days it is hard to hold in that rage and
prevent it from spilling out, especially when we feel we are in the right. But none
of that changes the way of Jesus and the way we, as disciples, are called to live in
our world. 

We are not now or ever allowed to let our anger lead us to believe that other people
have no value, no meaning to God and should simply be wiped off the face of the
earth. I don’t care if we think they are wrong, or if they have done terrible things,
or if we have some longstanding feud like the Samaritans had with the Jews. Jesus
is very clear, crystal clear. 

Every single person on this earth is someone precious and important to God. They
are children that God loves and God calls to them to repent and turn back to God
just as we are children that God loves and who God calls to repent and turn back to
God. Which is why we can never let our anger, our frustration, our fears change the
way we are walking in life. 

And Jesus knows that the path he walks is one which is hard. Because as the lesson
continues and a person shouts out “I will follow you wherever you go” Jesus makes
it clear in his response that his way is a lifetime commitment. We don’t get to
retreat and hide from being a Christian. We can’t take a break from being the
people Jesus calls us to be in the world. Because we are to be signs of grace and
forgiveness and love. 

Which means we have to always take the higher road. We have to be patient and
caring and compassionate. We have to show the best even in the midst of the worst.
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Because you know what light shows in the darkness? It shows the colours and the
beauty hidden by the shadows. That is what we are supposed to do. And we are to
point out the wrong and the evil which is also being hidden by the shadows of our
world. Because we are to seek justice and resist evil as followers of Jesus. 

We are to pray for peace and push our leaders to find a better solution to the war in
Ukraine than simply more war. We are to refuse to let racism, sexism, and
homophobia stand unchallenged and show a better way to listen and care for each
other. We are to ensure that everyone has what they need to eat instead of some
going hungry while food is left to rot.  And we are to do all of that now.

When Jesus calls out “follow me” a second time someone asks for permission to
wait and follow after they bury their father. And Jesus says “let the dead burying
the dead.” And I realize that sounds strange to our ears because we don’t
understand why Jesus wouldn’t want the person to care for their dying parent or to
grieve the loss of a loved one? Well let me be clear Jesus does want us to do those
things. Because that isn’t what the person asks.  

The person wants to wait, to deal with something else before becoming a disciple.
They want to follow tomorrow, next week, or next year. And Jesus makes it clear
that the way of the gospel is to proclaim the hope and forgiveness and the grace of
the cross, the kingdom of heaven, starting now.  For that message is important and
crucial when someone is dying or when someone is grieving. Just like that message
is  important and crucial when we are old and when we are young. We don’t wait to
share that news and live within that truth. 

For Jesus tells us that we can’t be looking for different ways to live or in the words
of our lesson “looking back” while we are following in the way of Jesus. Our focus
is to be on the future and the difference we make in our world as our life is
transformed when we put our hand to the plow and live as a disciple.

Being patient. Being kind. Being thoughtful, Being generous. Being wise. Being
humble. Being helpful. Being loving. For when we live as a follower of Jesus we
live within the kingdom which Jesus shows us in his words and his life. And we
model for others the better way of living within this world. A way which leads not
to people being subject to our anger and rage but experiencing a touch of grace, an
expression of love, and a measure of peace by what we say and by what we do. 


