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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and
intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

October 2, 2022 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Introit (409 VU Morning has Broken v1)

Morning has broken, like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird, 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing, fresh from the Word!

Call to Worship (responsive adapted from Psalm 91)
God gives to each one of us a sense of blessing and confidence—
For God alone is our refuge, our place of safety.
God surrounds us with goodness and compassion—
For God alone is our refuge, our place of safety.
God draws us close and welcomes us into the promise of salvation—
For God alone is our refuge, our place of safety.

Prayer of Approach (together)
Loving God, we hunger for acceptance, for meaning, and for love.
Yet it is so easy to fill ourselves with other things, to pursue wealth
and to follow vain desires. In our world, where the poor still beg at
the gates of the rich, remind us of the eternal values of your
kingdom. Teach us the true meaning of life with your gift of grace
and the riches which can not fade. Show us your way as we follow in
the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

Hymn: 401 VU Worship the Lord
Children’s Story
Sacrament of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Prayer.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 146 (p. 868 VU)
First Reading:  Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31
Anthem  Fairest Lord Jesus (Traditional)                    Choir
Sermon “A Rich Man, A Poor Man, and Three Warnings”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 356 VU Seek Ye First 
Minute for Stewardship
Offertory (227 VU For the Fruits of All Creation- v3)
   For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
   For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
   For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
    most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People
Hymn: 477 VU I Come with Joy
Sacrament of Holy Communion (see insert)
Hymn: 481 VU Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Benediction (409 VU Morning has Broken v3)

Ours is the Sunlight, ours is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God’s recreation of the new day! 

Postlude  

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
be a time for us to draw closer to each other and God. We recognize that
we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

How can you help support the life and work at St. James? If you are
worshiping in person there are the offering boxes at the doors. Envelopes
can be dropped off at the office (or in the mail slot after hours) or mailed
to “St James United Church, P. O. Box 1178 Antigonish, NS B2G 2L6. 
Online donations can be made by clicking on the “Donate” button on the
website and interac e-transfers can be sent to eft@stjamesuc.com

mailto:office@stjamesuc.com
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Info Tables After Church
Come check us out! We’re back and welcoming your interest! Over the
following dates, you can visit us after church. Don’t be shy, just ask us
what we’re up to. And there’s room for more. See us in the Church Hall
these days: 
October 2: Hot Meal, Social Justice, and Bell Choir
October 16: Sunday School
October 23: UCW and Prayer Shawl Ministry

Important Canadian Women –
A series brought to you throughout 
the month of October by the UCW

We start with Dr Isabelle Theresa KNOCKWOOD, BA, MA, Hon DLC.  
Dr Knockwood was born in Wolfville NS.  She attended the Indian
Residential School (Shubenacadie) from 1936 to 1947.  At the tender age
of fifty-eight, she enrolled in Saint Mary’s University (Halifax) with a
major in Anthropology and a minor in English, graduating in 1992. She
lived her last years on the Indian Brook Reserve.  As a respected elder of
the Mi’kmaq Nation, Dr Knockwood was given the Spirt name,
Maqmikewe’skw – which means Mother Earth.

In 1992 she wrote Out of the Depths: The Experiences of Mi'kmaw
Children at the Indian Residential School in Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia
(1992, Fernwood Publishing; extended edition 2001) about her own
experiences there and those of other students.  These poignant first-hand
accounts of the traumatic physical and sexual abuse suffered at the hands
of those in authority who were supposedly “helping” the students are
harrowing to read.  Forced to leave behind their own language and
customs, they were then further forced to choose between a return to the
reserves they no long fit into or living in a racist, colonial society.

As a survivor of the residential school system she overcame addiction,
raised a large family, and went on to steadfastly support Aboriginal
rights, schooling and culture – becoming an inspiration to all those
around her.



This morning we welcome to the church through the sacrament of holy
baptism Stevie Mae Chisholm, child of Kim and Kale Chisholm

We also welcome to the church through the sacrament of baptism
Graham Marr Whitmee, child of Laura Arsenault and Mark Whitmee

The prayers and Christian sympathy of the congregation are extended
to the family and friends of the Rev. Bonnie Fraser who died last week.
A service to celebrate Bonnie’s life will take place Thursday, October 6th

at 2pm at St. James.

Are you interested in decorating a window at St. James for
Thanksgiving? Look for the sign up sheet on the table in the Narthex!

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, October 2

11:30am  Christian Faith and Development meets upstairs
11:30am  Information tables in the Hall. Come and learn

more about these church activities!

Tuesday, October 4
11:00am  The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 
  3:00pm  Meditation Group in the Meeting Room.

Thursday, October 6
2:00pm   Funeral Service for the Rev. Bonnie Fraser
6:30pm   Choir Practice in the Sanctuary 

Please note that today is the International Day of Non-Violence. Non-
violence is the personal practice of not causing harm to others under any
condition. It comes from the belief that hurting people, animals and/or
the environment is unnecessary to achieve an outcome and it refers to a
general philosophy of abstention from violence. Celebrate by reading up
on Gandhi - one of the world's greatest proponents of non-violence.
Tomorrow is World Habitat Day – the 2022 theme is "Mind the Gap.
Leave No One and Place Behind" which looks at the problem of growing
inequality and challenges in cities and human settlements, and seeks to
draw attention to the growing inequalities and vulnerabilities that have
been exacerbated by the triple ‘C’ crises – COVID 19, climate and
conflict. 4 October is the National Sisters in Spirit Vigil. SIS is an

initiative driven by Aboriginal women to conduct research and raise
awareness of violence against Aboriginal women and girls in Canada.
Since 2005, evidence indicates that over 582 Aboriginal women and girls
are missing and murdered in Canada. New policies are being developed
along with social actions to prevent and stop such violence. This is the
day to honour the lives of the missing and murdered, to reflect on all
aspects of violence in our lives, and to advocate for policies to prevent it.

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, October 9 Thanksgiving Sunday

10:30am Thanksgiving Worship at St. James
  2:00pm   Thanksgiving Worship at St. David’s 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
A group of professors and others are working with Linda Darwish to
bring a young Afghan woman to Canada under the expedited stream for
Afghan refugees. The woman is a cousin of Linda’s former student. Her
situation is dire. We are required to raise half of the $17,000 sponsorship
amount in order to submit the application to the government, which will
be done under the SAFE sponsorship holder agreement. If you would
like to donate, you may do so by e-transferring funds directly to the
following bank account that has been set up specifically for this purpose:
2022CAWE@gmail.com. If needed, the name of the account is:
Canadian-Afghani Women Embrace. Unfortunately, we are not able to
issue tax receipts because the money is for the support of a specific
person. Please talk to Linda if you have any questions- you can call or
email her at 514-655-5806 / ldarwish@stfx.ca. 

The 12th annual Blessing of the Animals Service will be held on
Saturday, October 8th at 2:00 in the Garden of St Theresa on the former
Bethany grounds. This beautiful service will be attended by clergy of
various denominations, many lovely pets and happy pet owners. All are
welcome! Pets must be leashed or crated. In case of inclement weather,
the service will move to the hall at St James United Church – please use
the back entrance.

Next Sunday’s Scripture
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 •  2 Timothy 2:8-15  •  Luke 17:11-19



Celebration of Holy Communion
 for World Wide Communion Sunday

St. James United Church, October 2, 2022

The Lord be with you,
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts,
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and good to give God thanks and praise

Eternal God, we thank you that in the quiet of the dark nights
you are there. When the noise has hushed and the fevered
pace of life has slowed you draw us close and tell us that
there is more than what we can see. 
“Be still and know that I am God.”

When we cannot see an end to our troubles and are
uncertain about what tomorrow will bring, you show us that
change is possible. As the storm passes and we begin to
rebuild, you remind us that you provide of us.
“Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall
run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”

In our distress you comfort us. When we look to the future
with anxiety, you whisper about the possibility which is ours.
When we dare to dream, you encourage us with glimpses of
your vision and tastes of your promises. 
“With Christ all things are possible.”

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Bless’d is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!

Loving God, you lead us to the table that you have prepared
for us. On the table you offer us bread to build up our
strength and drink as a sign of your grace. You invite us to
set aside everything that would stop us from seeing and
knowing the beauty and joy around us. You offer us these
gifts and invite us to be your people. 
“We are more than conquerors through him who loves
us.”

We remember that on the night before Jesus died he took
bread, broke it and offered it to his followers. He told them it
was his body broken for them. So together we eat.
We remember Jesus’ death upon the cross.

We remember that on the night before he died, Jesus shared
the cup with his followers. He told them that through his blood
a new promise was being sealed. So together we drink.
We remember Jesus rising from the grave.

Christ has died,  Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, let your Holy Spirit move among us and
transform these gifts and our lives. Allow us to see the
eternal, experience the extraordinary, and be filled with your
love once again. For we are your people and have come at
your bidding in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. Amen. Amen

Sharing of Bread and Cup
Prayer after Communion (together)
Gracious God, we thank you for the bread of life and for
the cup of salvation.  Help us to go forth from this table
as your people, trusting in the power of your Holy Spirit
and walking in the way of Jesus Christ, Amen.

This prayer is from All Things are Ready by Peter Andrew Smith © 2007 CSS Publishing. Used by Permission..


