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This morning’s gospel lesson is another parable of judgement from Jesus. There is
a rich man who enjoys the food and good things his wealth provides and a poor
man named Lazarus who is starving and living at the rich man’s gate. Both men die
and the rich man finds himself in torment and the poor man in comfort. And the
rich man protests and is told nothing can be done now about his situation. Then he
asks if he can go and warn his brothers and is told they already been warned and
whether they choose to be faithful or not is up to them. 

And like the parable of judgement from last week, we need to be careful as we
listen to this story of Jesus. Because the passage is about someone who gets it
wrong, who messes up, so we have to pay close attention to what he does. For
while there is no doubt that the rich man in the story is the one who gets it wrong,
Jesus tells this story in order to get us thinking about our own lives. And within this
parable there are three warnings.

The first warning is to realize that our situation in life does not reflect God’s view
of our moral character. In other words, if we are wealthy that doesn’t mean we are
good people any more than if we are poor then that means that God is displeased
with us. And that is easy for us to accept because we understand that events in life
are not a reflection of our goodness. We all know that bad things, and bad
situations, can happen to good people and vice versa. But this warning goes a bit
deeper. 

The rich man in the parable assumes that if he is wealthy that means that he doesn’t
need to do anything other than to enjoy the good things in his life. And notice that
in the story the rich man doesn’t actively hurt anyone.  The rich man minds his own
business and goes about his life. He doesn’t abuse the poor man or do him harm. 
The rich man doesn’t even notice the poor man begging at the gates. And that is the
problem- the rich man may not do anything wrong but the truth is that he doesn’t
do anything right either.

God expects, God wants, God calls us to do good, to make a difference, in the
world. And of course we should always start by not doing harm but make no
mistake about it, simply avoiding evil is never enough. The rich man doesn’t harm
the poor man but the problem is that even though he has the ability and the
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resources, he also doesn’t help the poor man either. And that is why in the parable
the rich man is condemned. 

And that is important for us to recognize because the rich man isn’t condemned
because he is wealthy. He is condemned because he lets his wealth and privilege
blind him to the needs of others. The rich man isn’t condemned because has a nice
house and food. He is condemned because he never uses that wealth to help anyone
other than himself. The rich man isn’t condemned because he has what he needs.
He is condemned because he does nothing to help the man who is in need.

Jesus calls us to be more than people who are inoffensive and mind our own
business. Jesus calls us to care for others and change the world. Which means we
feed the hungry and loudly ask why they are hungry in the first place. Which means
we comfort those in pain and demand that our society do something about the
reasons people are in pain. Which means we open our eyes and see the hurting and
broken people around us and do something to make their situations better. 

Which leads into the second warning of the parable. The rich man asks for some
relief when he ends up in torment and is told there isn’t any. He had his chance and
he missed it. He asks for his situation to change and is told he is too late. Because
the harsh, uncomfortable truth is that there will be a time when there are be no
more chances, no more opportunities, to be the people God calls us to be. And that
is not something most of us consider. 

The fact is that we like to think we have lots of time, plenty of chances, many
opportunities to do what God asks us to do. But the parable tells us that the only
time we know we have is now and waiting risks the chance that there will be lose
the opportunity to be the people God calls us to be. 

And that means that if you have a long standing feud with someone the time to start
reconciling and making peace is now. If you see a person hungry, homeless,
hurting, then you need to act to change the world now. And yes, I know there are
problems and people in need all around us but that doesn’t change the fact we are
called to respond now. 

So if you have money that can help through the church or a charity then give it. If
you have time to listen or talk or be there with someone who is hurting then take
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that time. If you have the ability to change a life do it today. Don’t wait to start.
Don’t wait until you have more or can do more. Be faithful and be part of the
change the world needs this day by putting the grace and love of God into action. 

And that leads into the final warning which comes at the end of the parable. The
rich man wants to go and warn his brothers to change their lives. And is told that it
won’t make any difference because they already know what they should do and are
choosing to ignore it. And notice the rich man doesn’t ask to go back to the world
to comfort the hurting no he wants to go and tell his family to do what he didn’t do.
Which misses the point. 

We are called by God to help those in need. We are to open our eyes, open our
hands, open our wallets and get to work helping others. And yes, it is okay for us to
invite others to join with us in that work. But, and I can’t stress this enough, we’re
not to ignore what God wants in the hopes we can get other people to do the work
for us. Our job is to love not try to guilt other people into loving. We lead and
encourage and invite by our example of faith. 

Because God asks us, you and me, to love deeply and fully and completely and to
see that homeless, that hurting, that lonely person as family and do something to
change their lives. That is our calling, that is our purpose, that is our effort as
people of faith.

Now the truth is that in this parable Jesus isn’t telling us tell us something new but
reminding us of the reality that we often overlook, forget or would like to pretend
doesn’t apply to us.  For ultimately Jesus tells these parables of judgement to
encourage us to look at our lives of faith and to live fully and completely as the
people God calls us to be in the world. People who pray and worship even as we
work to bring the goodness of heaven to the lives of those in need on earth. 


