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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and
intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

December 4, 2022 - Second Sunday of Advent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude  Once in Royal David's City          St. James Bells
Welcome and Announcements
Introit: (O Come, O Come Emmanuel Vs 2)
  O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily; 
   to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship (responsive- from Isaiah 40:4-5)
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain.
The glory of the Lord will be revealed,  
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Prayer of Approach (together)
God of Grace, we pray for you to come among. 
Clear a path through the thoughts  and obsessions 

which preoccupy us. 
Topple the ramparts of pride and the doubts that hinder us. 
Lift us from the despair and fear that plague us. 
Come to us, we pray, for we long to experience 

the salvation and hope of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Hymn:  18 VU There’s a Voice in the Wilderness
Lighting of the Advent Candle (together)
God of Peace, show us once more the way of life you open for us
through Jesus. For the child of promise comes to transform our lives

and our world, Amen. 
Jesus came bringing us peace, Jesus came bringing us peace,
Jesus came bringing us peace, hallelujah forevermore!

Children’s Story and the Lord’s Prayer.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:1-8 (p.790 VU)
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Meditation            Rev. Tasha Brubaker
Anthem   Emmanuel Soon Will Appear (Price /Bessig)            Choir with 
                                        Jaden Hawboldt & Georgia Armsworthy (flutes)
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Meditation       Rev. Peter Smith

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 28 VU Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness
Moment for Stewardship
Offertory Response (As With Gladness 81 VU)
        As they offered gifts most rare at that manger crude and bare,
        so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's alloy,
        all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heavenly King.

Prayers of the People
Hymn: 44 VU It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Benediction (Glory to God in 124 MV)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
be a time for us to draw closer to each other and God. We recognize that
we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

This morning we are pleased to welcome our friends from St. Paul the
Apostle Anglican Church and the Rev. Tasha Brubaker for this combined
service of worship. Coffee and conversation will follow in the hall!
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Tuesday, December 6

11:00am  The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 
  3:00pm Meditation Group in the Meeting Room.

Wednesday, December 7
10:00am Christmas Service at Highland Crest Nursing

Home

Thursday, December 8 
6:30pm   Choir Practice in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 11
1:00 pm UCW Christmas potluck in the hall. Any woman

in the congregation who would like to join is
welcome.  Please bring your own dishes and
cutlery to enjoy the hot and cold dishes and soup.

UPCOMING AT ST. PAUL’S
 Friday, December 16

7:00 pm. Lessons & Carols Service at St. Paul's. Everyone
is welcome and invited to attend to this beautiful
evening of music.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST. PAUL’S
Saturday. December 24

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service at St. Paul’s

Sunday, December 25
10:00 am. Christmas Day Service at St. Paul’s

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST. JAMES
Saturday, December 24

4:00 pm Christmas Eve at St. David’s
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service at St. James
9:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St. James

Sunday, December 25
10:30 am Christmas Day service at St. James



The congratulations and best wishes of the congregation are extended
to the Emily (Adams) and Dana McGrath who were married yesterday at
St. James. May God bless them as they begin this new part of their life
together. 

Congratulations and best wishes to all who are receiving diplomas and
degrees at Fall Convocation this afternoon at St. FX. May God bless you
in all of your future plans.

Congratulations to all who received X-Rings this past week. May it
always serve as a reminder of your hard work and your commitement to
focus on those things that are true and worthy.  

The Social Justice Committee invites you to thank a volunteer on Dec
5th, International Volunteer Day. Volunteers are what makes St James
work. Without their efforts in so many aspects of our church, (and others
worldwide!), we would founder. If you don’t already volunteer, think
about how you can get involved. The Christmas Dinner here on 25 Dec is
an extremely satisfying expression of Christian love! 6 Dec is Canada’s
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. As
we mourn the loss and remember the lives of the 14 young women killed
at Polytechnique Montréal in 1989, we reaffirm our commitment to fight
the hatred that led to the tragedy, and the misogyny that still exists today.
Dec 10th is Human Rights Day. The 2022 theme is “Dignity, Freedom,
and Justice for All.” Whenever and wherever humanity's values are
abandoned, we all are at greater risk. The solutions to today’s greatest
crises are rooted in human rights.

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES
Connections, the newsletter for St. James, is looking for submissions for
the next issue. Have some news from your committee or group? Have
you read a thoughtful book you’d like to tell others about? Submit your
article by Monday, December 12th to stjamesconnections@gmail.com

JOIN US by Serving Others on Christmas Day! Please join us this
year, as St. James United Church hosts the annual Community Christmas
Dinner, on Sunday, December 25th – 2pm at the St, James United
Church Hall in Antigonish. VOLUNTEERS are greatly needed to help
with set up, food preparation and serving, greeting and clean up. We also
require food donations including turkeys, vegetables, condiments and

desserts as well as monetary donations to cover expenses.
It is indeed due to your kindness and generosity that this event has been
such a great success over the years.  

Will you help and serve during this wonderful time of building
community?  To be involved please call Daniel Vanderlans at
902-957-8255 or email: danconnected@hotmail.com 
Let's bless & serve others this Christmas through our Community
Christmas Dinner 2022.

The end of the year is fast approaching. The last day for donations of
cheques and cash St. James to be credited for your 2022 tax receipt is
December 29, 2022 (the secure drop slot is available when the office is
closed). Donations via eft (eft@stjamesuc.com) or online
(www.stjamesuc.com) can be made at anytime day or night. 

Gifts with Vision Our Congregation has multiple copies of Gifts with
Vision: A Gift-Giving Catalogue from the United Church of Canada for
all of us to use and share. The United Church developed the gift
catalogue in response to member requests to be able to give gifts to
support that support the church’s Mission and Service partners. Gifts are
available in a range of dollar amounts and include projects here in
Canada and around the world many different areas of need (hunger,
shelter, education, health, safety, mobility, and more). An online copy of
the gift catalogue can be found at www.giftswithvision.ca

Just a reminder that because of the covid restrictions in place at St.
Martha’s Hospital, Rev. Peter cannot visit unless you ask him to visit
either by asking one of the staff or by contacting Rev. Peter or the church
directly. 

Did you know? PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) is as easy to start as
one-two-three. 1) Ask to sign up at the church office. 2)Fill in the
amount you want to give each month. 3) Know that each month your gift
goes to help the church do God’s work here in Antigonish and around the
world! If you are interested in PAR speak to Pamela Cunningham or
contact the church office. 

Scripture for Next Sunday
Isaiah 35:1-10  •  James 5:7-10  •  Matthew 11:2-11
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