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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and
intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

March 12, 2023 - Third Sunday of Lent

Prelude     Just As I Am                         Alistair Hamilton/Amy Hendricks
Welcome and Announcements
Introit: (400 VU Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying)
     Lord, listen to your children praying,
     Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
     Lord, listen to your children praying,
     send us love, send us power, send us grace!

Call to Worship (together)
Come, let us worship the Lord, our maker and redeemer. Let us sing
praises to the One who saves us. Let us share our mutual joy, for God
calls us to a new and worthy life.

Prayer of Approach (together)
Lord of life, help us to see a more complete view of life; so that when
we see the blemish we also see the beauty; so that when we receive we
open more than just our hands, so that when we fail we do not despair
but lean upon your grace. For we gather as your people, asking you to
walk with us, speak to us, and show us the way through Jesus Christ,
Amen.

Hymn: 626 VU I Heard the Voice of Jesus
Children’s Time and the Lord’s Prayer

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 95:1-7 (p. 814 VU Part One)
First Lesson: Exodus 17:1-7                                              David Hamilton
Second Lesson: Romans 5:1-11                                           John Hamilton
Gospel: John 4:5-42                                                                 Minoli Amit

Anthem  Who Would True Valour See  Alistair Hamilton/Amy Hendricks
                     (Ralph Vaughan Williams/John Bunyan)  
Sermon  “The Scandal at the Well”                                    Michèle Ashby

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: Fill My Cup (see insert)
Offertory Prayer
Offertory Response (544 VU In Gratitude and Humble Trust)
     In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today
     to serve your cause and share your love with all along life's way.
     O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your Son,
     teach us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done.
Prayers of the People     (adapted - Dr. Phillip Aijian)
Hymn: 337 VU Blessed Assurance
Commissioning and Benediction (together)
We receive this promise of Christ: “Those who drink of the water that I
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give, will
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
Choral Benediction (298 VU When You Walk From Here) 
    When you walk from here, when you walk from here,
     walk with justice, walk with mercy, and with God's humble care.

Postlude   Spirit of Gentleness                                           Amy Hendricks

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
be a time for us to draw closer to each other and God. We recognize that
we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

Thank you to Michèle Ashby who is leading our service of worship this
morning. This service is adapted from material prepared by the United
Church of Canada.

Rev. Peter is on sabbatical until March 27, 2023. During that time Rev.
Doug Stewart (revdoug@stjamesuc.com) will be pastoral charge
supervisor and Rev. Meredith Marple will be available for pastoral care
and emergencies (revmeredth@stjamesuc.com or 902-863-0452). 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Tuesday, March 14

11:00 am  The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 
  3:00 pm Meditation Group in the Meeting Room.
  4:00 pm Finance and Stewardship will meet in the Hall

Thursday, March 16
          11:00 am The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 

7:00pm   Choir Practice in the Sanctuary. 

Upcoming at St. James Saturday, April 1st UCW Daffodil Tea, 2-4 pm. 
Sandwiches and Sweets (vegan avail.)  $12 at the door. Easter Bonnets
welcome. Donations of uncut squares from the congregation are needed
and would be greatly appreciated. 

The Social Justice Committee encourages you to take 16 minutes to
watch Senator Yuen Pau Woo’s well reasoned argument for Basic
Income (Bill S-233) from 27 September 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qva252nBb98 Another site,
https://ucceast.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Invest-in-the-Common-G
ood-Marion-Pardy.pdf contains an informative article by the UCC
Coordinator of the Religious Social Action Coalition/UCC Coordinator
NL. If you have questions about Basic Income or Guaranteed Income,
there are also multiple information sheets on this topic on our bulletin
board.

St James UCW Bursary Interested applicants should submit a letter to
St James United Church directly. The letter should indicate the
applicant's connection to St James and their plans for the upcoming
academic year (community college, university, etc.). Preference will be
given to confirmed members of St James United Church. It should also
be noted that this is not a scholarship nor an award of merit, however
applicants may choose to include any information that they think might
be relevant to the selection committee. The selection committee is three
members - the minister, representative from St. James UCW and a
representative of children's worship program. Application deadline is
April 15. The successful applicant will be notified at graduation, and the
congregation will be notified in the bulletin following graduation, in late
June. Submit letters of application to office@stjamesuc.com or mailed to 
St. James United Church, P.O. Box 1178 Antigonish NS B2G 2L6.



Fill My Cup

1) Like the woman at the well, I was seeking
For things that could not satisfy.
And then I heard my Saviour speaking—
“Draw from My well that never shall run dry.”

Chorus:
Fill my cup, Lord;
I lift it up Lord;
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul.
Bread of Heaven, feed me till I want no more.
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.

2) There are millions in this world who are seeking
For pleasures earthly goods afford.
But none can match the wondrous treasure
That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord.

3) So my friends if the things that this world gives you
Leave hungers that won’t pass away,
My blessed Lord will come and save you
If you kneel to Him and humbly pray.

Emergency Warming Shelter – For future reference, (no immediate
action required!), St James is compiling a list of interested volunteers
who might be able to assist in some way with staffing an emergency
warming shelter. This would probably not be at St James itself, but
another central location in Antigonish. What might be required? People
to help cook, clean, provide various items, (snacks, hygiene supplies,
blankets +), and general “staffing”. None of this will happen in the near
future. Various organizations are working toward having something in
place for any emergencies that might occur such as extreme weather
events, flooding, major power outages, etc. Obviously people’s
circumstances may change before the need actually arises, but if you
think you might be interested, please give your name and contact
information to either Patsy in the church office, (email:
sjuantigonish@gmail.com  or phone, 902-863-2001) or Tim Hinds,
(870-2858), or Michèle Ashby, (232-3473) – who will be helping to
coordinate a list for future use.

Now is the time to renew or to begin your subscription to Broadview
Magazine. If purchased through St. James your one year membership to
Broadview is only $25.00. To order, complete the information on the
special envelopes that are available in the Narthex and put in the
Offering Box, drop it in the mail slot or bring to the church office.

The springtime edition of Connections is sprouting! The committee is
looking for your submissions. Share your stories by submitting a one or
two paragraph bit to be printed in the next issue.  Submit stories by
email at: stjamesconnections@gmail.com by March 31st.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join the Antigonish Choral Ensemble and Antigonish
Performing Arts as we welcome award-winning professional choir, The
Elmer Iseler Singers, to Antigonish on March 13th  at 8:00 pm (Doors
open no earlier than 7:30 pm) St. Ninian’s Cathedral, Antigonish
Admission $20/General Admission; $15/Seniors; and $5/Students
Advance tickets available from ACE members for $20. 

SAFE (Syria-Antigonish Families Embrace) is holding its annual
major fundraiser auction! Bidding is open from now until 17 March.
Check out https://www.32auctions.com/SAFEAuction2023 to see all the
amazing items. New articles/gift cards/events will be being added, so
check back often. All proceeds from this on line auction go directly to
help refugee families who have lost so much.

Celebrate Spring! Join us for a family-friendly spring craft day.
Saturday, March 25, 3:00 - 4:00 at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 96
Church Street. Snacks provided. Free. Everyone welcome! For more info
call: 902-863-5089 or email: rector3harbours@gmail.com

The Heating Assistance Rebate Program helps low-and
moderate-income Nova Scotians with the cost of home heating. Rebates
are $1,000 for each household. You can apply until 31 March 2023. For
more information phone: 902-424-5200 Toll-free: 1-800-670-4357 or go
to the website:
novascotia.ca/apply-heating-assistance-rebate-heating-assistance-rebate-
program
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