
                                        
      Rev. Peter Smith (Clergy), Carolyn Curry (Organist)

                                   May MacKenzie  (CE Dir) Chad Brazier (Custodian)
                                                      Patsy Farrell (Secretary)  office@stjamesuc.com
                       197 Main St, P.O. Box 1178, Antigonish, NS B2G 2L6

                                 (902) 863-2001 www.stjamesuc.com

Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and
intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

March 5, 2023 - Second Sunday of Lent

Prelude                                                
Welcome and Announcements                   Paul van de Wiel
Introit: (400 VU Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying)
     Lord, listen to your children praying,
     Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
     Lord, listen to your children praying,
     send us love, send us power, send us grace!

Call to Worship (responsive)
We gather today, proclaiming God’s love and seeking God’s blessing.
God loves us with an immeasurable love. 
God is with us always  even when we are unaware. 
God is with us even when we feel lost or alone.
God is with us as we gather to worship this day. 

Prayer of Approach (together)
Generous God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we lift our voices
together in thanks and praise. Thank you for health and strength,
for family and friends, for our homes and this church community,
and for your abiding and life-giving presence. We praise you for
your love, which knows no bounds, and for empowering us to share
your love with others. Make us deeply aware of your presence today
as we gather together, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Hymn: 222 VU Come, Let Us Sing
Children’s Time and the Lord’s Prayer                                      Isabel Tate

         
GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE

Responsive Reading: Psalm 138 (VU p. 860)                            Isabel Tate
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:7-9                               Pamela Cunningham

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
Gospel: John 21:15-19
Anthem   Lamb of God   (Twila Paris/Lloyd Larson)                        Choir
Sermon: “Show Me”                                                 Pamela Cunningham 

                     
GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND

Hymn: 567 VU Will You Come and Follow Me
Minute for Mission                                                                 Robert Smith
Offertory Prayer
Offertory Response (544 VU In Gratitude and Humble Trust)
     In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today
     to serve your cause and share your love with all along life's way.
     O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your Son,
     teach us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done.
Prayers of the People                   Judi MacPherson
Hymn: 507 VU Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples
Commissioning and Benediction
Our worship is over, but now our service begins. 
We are called to go and live God’s love in the world.
We go in faith and in hope to feed Christ’s sheep
and care for Christ’s lambs.
As we go may the love of God embrace us, the compassion of Christ
challenge us, and the Holy Spirit guide us. Amen.
Choral Benediction (298 VU When You Walk From Here) 
    When you walk from here, when you walk from here,
     walk with justice, walk with mercy, and with God's humble care.

Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
be a time for us to draw closer to each other and God. We recognize that
we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

Thanks to the members of the Finance and Stewardship Committee
who are leading our service of worship this morning. This service is
adapted from material prepared by the United Church of Canada
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Rev. Peter is on sabbatical from December 26, 2022- March 27, 2023.
During that time Rev. Doug Stewart (revdoug@stjamesuc.com) will be
pastoral charge supervisor and Rev. Meredith Marple will be available
for pastoral care and emergencies (revmeredth@stjamesuc.com or 902-
863-0452). 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, March 5

11:30 am UCW will meet following the morning worship in
the Meeting Room.

Tuesday, March 7
11:00 am  The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 
  3:00 pm Meditation Group in the Meeting Room.

Thursday, March 9
          11:00 am The Community Hot Meal in the Hall. 

7:00pm   Choir Practice in the Sanctuary. 

Your Social Justice Committee asks you to observe International
Women's Day on March 8. The Canadian theme this year is “Every
Woman Counts”. It’s a reminder that all women, from all ages and walks
of life, have a place in every aspect of Canadian society, including in the
economic, social and democratic spheres. Let’s celebrate the successful
women around us, reminding today’s youth and girls that their dream is
within reach. Wear purple! Check the Antigonish Women’s Resource
Centre website for upcoming events: https://awrcsasa.ca/.

Now is the time to renew or to begin your subscription to The 
Broadview Magazine. Broadview features articles and columns that are
Spirit-enriching explorations of faith, ethics, justice and journeys of life.
Editorial lineup includes: Everyday ethics, Question Box, Your Letters to
the Editor, News and Reviews. If purchased through St. James your one
year membership to Broadview is only $25.00. To order, complete the
information on the special envelopes that are available in the Narthex and
put on the collection plate or bring to the church office.
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Emergency Warming Shelter – For future reference, (no immediate
action required!), St James is compiling a list of interested volunteers
who might be able to assist in some way with staffing an emergency
warming shelter. This would probably not be at St James itself, but
another central location in Antigonish. What might be required? People
to help cook, clean, provide various items, (snacks, hygiene supplies,
blankets +), and general “staffing”. None of this will happen in the near
future. Various organizations are working toward having something in
place for any emergencies that might occur such as extreme weather
events, flooding, major power outages, etc. Obviously people’s
circumstances may change before the need actually arises, but if you
think you might be interested, please give your name and contact
information to either Patsy in the church office, (email:
sjuantigonish@gmail.com  or phone, 902-863-2001) or Tim Hinds,
(870-2858), or Michèle Ashby, (232-3473) – who will be helping to
coordinate a list for future use.

St James UCW Bursary Interested applicants should submit a letter to
St James United Church directly. The letter should indicate the
applicant's connection to St James and their plans for the upcoming
academic year (community college, university, etc.). Preference will be
given to confirmed members of St James United Church. It should also
be noted that this is not a scholarship nor an award of merit, however
applicants may choose to include any information that they think might
be relevant to the selection committee. 
The selection committee is three members - the minister, representative
from St. James UCW and a representative of children's worship program.
Application deadline is April 15. The successful applicant will be
notified at graduation, and the congregation will be notified in the
bulletin following graduation, in late June. Submit letters of application
to office@stjamesuc.com or mailed to  St. James United Church, P.O.
Box 1178 Antigonish NS B2G 2L6.

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin in celebration or memory of a
loved one or a special day, please call the office at 863-2001 and let
Patsy know. 

March 8 is International Women's Day. The theme for 2023 is
Embrace Equity. Taken from the IWD website "Equality means each
individual or group of people is given the same resources or
opportunities. Equity recognizes that each person has different
circumstances, and allocates the exact resources and opportunities
needed to reach an equal outcome." Despite the name of the day, it is not
for women alone. Each and everyone of us need to call out
discrimination and stereotypes by challenging viewpoints and
institutional bias. It is especially important in Antigonish to remember
our social makeup. We now recognize that gender is intersectional.
Women are a large and diverse group - race, ethnicity, income,
education, sexuality, disabilities, even physical appearance can play a
role that amplify any gender issues. This year, find ways to #Embrace
Equity.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Community Fridge and Pantry:  This is a reminder that any
non-perishable food that is placed in the donation boxes in the narthex
will be gratefully received by the Antigonish Community Pantry.  Thank
you for remembering that there are many in need in our community.

Please join the Antigonish Choral Ensemble and Antigonish
Performing Arts as we welcome award-winning professional choir, The
Elmer Iseler Singers, to Antigonish on March 13th  at 8:00 pm (Doors
open no earlier than 7:30 pm) St. Ninian’s Cathedral, Antigonish
Admission $20/General Admission; $15/Seniors; and $5/Students
Advance tickets available from ACE members for $20. 

100 Women Who Care is recruiting new members! We only meet for
30 minutes four times per year but make a HUGE impact on local non
profit organizations (NPOs). Women can register as an individual
member or as a team of up to four people. Three local NPOs each present
for five minutes at the beginning of the meeting and then the members
and teams cast their vote for a winner. Each member or team writes a
cheque or etransfers $100 to the NPO. You can register at our next
meeting at St. James United Church on March 28th (doors open at 5:30
for a 6 pm start time) or on our web page. Have any qestions? Send co-
chair Sheri MacGregor an email at sheri@highlandhearing.com. 
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