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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence
and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

February 25, 2024- Second Sunday of Lent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude My Lord, What a Morning -Alistair Hamilton and Ron Johnson
Welcome and Announcements
Introit: (97 MV Listen, God is Calling) 
(Listen) Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and  joy
(Listen) Listen ,God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy

Call to Worship (responsive)
God invites us to journey in faith
and walk the road to the cross. 
We journey this hard road with confidence, for Christ is with us 
and the grace and forgiveness of God shows us the way. 

Prayer of Approach (together)
Gracious God,  we often come to you reluctantly, 
afraid of what we might have to give up 

or change when we enter your presence. 
In our reluctance we often miss opportunities 

for your grace to touch us, and through us to touch others.
Draw near, we pray, during this time of worship, 
that we might be know your wisdom 
and experience the new life you offer to us this day, Amen.

Hymn: 28 MV God Of The Bible
Children’s Story and Lord’s Prayer

Hymn: 649 VU Walk With Me

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 22:23-31 ( Parts 3 and 4 p 746 VU) 
First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Ron Johnson
Second Reading: Romans 4:13-21                                Joanne MacKenzie
Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
Anthem: My Faith Looks Up to Thee - God of Grace and God of Glory
Sermon: Getting Behind Jesus

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn:  149 VU When I Survey The Wondrous Cross
Minute for Mission                                                                    Isabel Tate
Offertory Sentence and Prayer
Offertory Response (104 MV  Know that God is Good)

Know that God is good, know that God is good, 
know that God is good, God is good, God is good. 
C’est vrai: Dieu est bon! C’est vrai: Dieu est bon!
C’est vrai: Dieu est bon! Dieu est bon! Dieu est bon!

Prayers of the People
Hymn: 641 VU Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Benediction (213 MV Take Up his Song of Peace) 

Take up his song of love and go into the world. 
Take up his song of love in every moment.
In every moment of the journey, we’re laying down our lives;
lay them down, in love, lay them down, and take up his song.  

 Postlude
A warm welcome to everyone who is joining us for worship. May this
time help you  draw to closer to God and your neighbour. We recognize
that we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations

Greeting at the door is Pat Workman

This morning’s bulletin is dedicated to the glory of God 
in loving memory of Prescott Smith by his family.

Scriptures for Next Sunday
Exodus 20:1-17  •  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  •  John 2:13-22



Faith That Carries The Cross

It is too easy, God
for faith to become an escape
  —a way to avoid the pain of being human and alive;

or a path to success
  —a way to persuade the universe to give us the things we want;

or a system of control
  —a way to bend others to our will

But the faith you offer is different, Jesus,
   more dangerous and compelling;

It's the faith that carries the cross,
   that embraces death
      and lays itself down for the sake of others;

It's the only faith that can lead us to resurrection
   to life renewed and overflowing.

We praise you for this faith, God,
   and open our hearts to receive it.

Amen.

— Copyright © John van de Laar, from his Sacredise website. Used with Permission



THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, February 25

11:30 am Our Congregational Annual General Meeting will
take place after a meal hosted by the church
council. Everyone is welcome and invited. 

Tuesday, February 27
10:00 am Hot Meal Program
 3:00 pm Meditation Group in Meeting Room. For more

information, call Fran @ 902- 863-3546

Thursday, February 29
10:00 am Hot Meal Program
7:00 pm Senior Choir. New Members welcome!

Next week brings African Heritage Month to a close. But throughout
the year we should remain aware of the important contributions Black
Nova Scotians have made to our province and country – often in the face
of ignorance, injustice and prejudice. A few examples include members
of WWII’s No 2 Construction Battalion; state representatives such as Her
Honour Mayann E Francis, former Lt Governor of NS; in the medical
field, Dr Clement Ligoure; civil rights activists such as Rocky Jones and
Viola Desmond; athletics – George Dixon, boxer; politics – Senator
Wanda Thomas Bernard; and the arts – singer Portia White and
author/poet/playwright George Elliott Clarke. There are far too many to
list but this is a small sample.

The Tax Receipts for 2023 donations are available at the door. If you
didn’t get yours on the way in please speak to a members of the Finance
and Stewardship Committee at the door.

Canada Helps - Looking for a copy of a tax receipt for a donation you
made to St. James through Canada Helps in 2023? We don't issue those
from the church office but they are available through Canada Helps
directly. Go to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/tax-receipts/ 
they will email you a duplicate (all you need is the email address you
used when you donated).
 

Connections Newsletter is now inviting submissions for the Spring
2023 edition. Personal reflections, poems, pictures and other expressions
of the life and work of St James and its members are welcome, as well as
book reviews and celebratory notices. Submissions can be emailed to
stjamesconnections@gmail.com or dropped off at the office by noon on
Tuesday March 12th. For inspiration, check out back issues at:
www.stjamesuc.com/connections-newsletter

Visiting at St. Martha’s. Just a reminder that because of policies in
place at the hospital that patients or their families have to request visits
from clergy. If you are in hospital and would like a visit from Rev. Peter
please call 902-863-2859 or tell one of the staff at St. Martha’s.

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES
April 16-20 We’re having our pictures taken! This spring the

congregation is having Universal Portrait Studies come to
take pictures in our congregation. If you have your picture
taken by them you’ll get a complimentary photo directory
of our church family. More details to follow. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimage: A Via Dolorosa of Solidarity
This Lent, Christians (and all who want to take part) in over 80 cities in
12 countries will be walking in prayerful solidarity with the people of
Gaza. Each step is an act of prayer for the lives lost (both Palestinian and
Israeli) and for the path to peace to be chosen. Antigonish will be taking
part in this global movement. 

Over two days (Saturdays, March 2 and 9 starting at 10 am), we will
walk 36 kilometres, which is the distance from Gaza City to Rafah.
Starting and ending at the Antigonish Mall. If you would like to walk all
or part of this, and want more information, please go to
Antigonish4Gaza’s facebook page or send an email to
savmaat@yahoo.ca. If you would like to volunteer as a support car driver
or co-pilot, to lead one of the walks, help with event promotion, or in
other ways, please send an email to Natasha at btgarrison@hotmail.com.
For more information about the Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimage, please visit
their webpage: https://www.gazaceasefirepilgrimage.com/




