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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence
and energy and love your neighbour as yourself. (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

December 14, 2025- Third Sunday of Advent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Introit: (O Come, O Come Emmanuel Vs 3)
O come, O come, great God of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times once gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship (responsive- from a prayer by Henri Nouwen)
We who are anxious over many things

look forward to Jesus coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways

long for the complete joy of God’s kingdom.

We are God’s people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light
Together we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”

Prayer of Approach (together)

Loving God, as we gather this morning let our minds be cleared, our
hearts be opened, and our ears hear again the good news of great
joy. For you have come among us as Jesus to offer forgiveness, truth,
and new life this day and forevermore, Amen.

Hymn: 28 VU Herald Sounds the Note of Gladness
Lighting of the Advent Candle (see back of bulletin)

Children’s Story and the Lord’s Prayer.
Hymn: 48 VU Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Luke 1:46b-55 (898 VU)
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
Second Reading: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
Anthem One Starry Night
Sermon “Joyful Change”

Claire MacDonell
Maggie Padlayak

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 57 VU O How Joyfully
Offertory Response ( In the Bleak Midwinter 55 VU verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

Prayers of the People

Hymn: 59 VU Joy to the World!

Commissioning and Choral Benediction (Glory to God in 124 MV)
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Postlude

A warm welcome to everyone joining us for worship. May this time
draw you closer to God and your neighbour. We acknowledge that we
gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq
People, and seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

This morning’s bulletin is dedicated to the glory of God
and in loving memory of James Adams by his family.

Storyteller at Children’s worship is May MacKenzie
Coffee Hosts are Gerrit and Marlene Groenenberg

The poinsettia in the sanctuary this morning
is dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory;
of Walter, Jean, and Robert Barkhouse.

Scriptures Next Sunday
Isaiah 7:10-16 « Romans 1:1-7 « Matthew 1:18-25



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 14- JOY

Mary praised God who entrusted her with a sacred role. Great things God
has done!
With Jesus’ birth, the world will never be the same again.

The powerful will be toppled from their thrones. The hungry will be
lifted up and joy will break through in unexpected places.

Every time a child is born, the world changes for someone. Our lives
changed when a humble young woman gave birth to the One who
would save us.

On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of joy.
The candles of hope, peace and joy are lit.

Let us pray together:

Living God, gift us with Mary’s trust and readiness to accept your
purpose. May we celebrate your coming, as we say with joy: Come,
Lord Jesus, we pray, Amen.

Jesus came bringing us joy,
Jesus came bringing us joy,

Jesus came bringing us joy,
hallelujah forevermore!
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Tuesday, December 16
11:00 am Community Hot Meal in the Hall.
2:30 pm Meditation group in the Parlour. Newcomers
welcome. Please use the Main St/Office entrance.
Meditation will pause for Christmas week and
New Year, restarting on January 13"

Wednesday, December 17
7:00 pm Choir practice in the Sanctuary

Thursday, December 18
11:00 am Community Hot Meal in the Hall

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025
4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. David’s
7:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. James
9:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Service at St. James

Christmas Day, December 25, 2025

12-2 pm A Community Christmas dinner will be held in the hall
at St. James. Anyone who is looking for a place to go on
Christmas Day is welcome to come and enjoy a hot turkey
dinner. Want to help make the meal possible? Call Brenda
Gould at 902 872-0960

The Social Justice Collective asks you to note that International
Human Solidarity Day is observed annually on December 20. In order
to address global issues including poverty, inequality, and social
injustice, the day aims to promote solidarity, collaboration, and shared
accountability. In other words, a day to celebrate our unity in diversity!

The end of the year is fast approaching. The last day for donations of
cheques and cash St. James to be credited for your 2025 tax receipt is
December 30, 2025 (the secure drop slot is available when the office is
closed). Donations via eft (eft@stjamesuc.com) or online
(www.stjamesuc.com) can be made at anytime day or night.

C CH CHA CHAN CHANG CHANGE
January Ist, 2026 is just a few sleeps away. A new year, fresh and full of
anticipation that change is coming. In all our lives there are things that
need changing. Some as simple as picking a new colour paint for the
living room. Deciding if my car will make it for one more year, or do I
have money for my mortgage or rent, can I buy groceries or oil this
month are a little more difficult. Some decisions in the world are made
without any action from us.

St. James, also has decisions to make for 2026. Salaries must be paid, the
building kept warm and bright and our front door kept open and
welcoming. These decisions we have some control over. Many of us,
give our weekly offering by envelope, PAR, e-transfer and Canada
Helps. It is something that we do and often give little thought to. When
was the last time you looked at the amount of your offering and thought
“hmm that is what I have been giving since I started.”

Budget season is upon us and at Finance and Stewardship, we are
looking at the programs and day to day expenses for the upcoming year.
PAR givers just need to place a note on the offering plate or drop it into
the office to ask for your donation to increase. Other donation forms can
be adjusted at your home. One person alone cannot make a large
difference, but together we can make CHANGES.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Themed Trivia Fundraiser for Antigonish Food Pantry and
Fridges hosted by our own Sarah and Chad. Wednesday, December 17"
7pm at Candid Brewery. Teams of 4 (max). $15 per person. Win great
prizes from generous local merchants. Silent Auction , bake sale and
pizza slices for purchase. For more info- sarahclaudette @ gmail.com.

Yuletide Ceremony of Winter presented by Musique Royal Friday
December 19" 7:00 pm at Holy Rosary Mission 6205 Hwy 337
Ballantynes Cove. $25 advance, $30 at the door, Youth free.
musiqueroyale1985 @gmail.com

A green quilted woman’s coat with prescription glasses in the pocket
was left in the church over the last month. Please contact the office to
pick up at 902 863-2001.






