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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence

and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

December 21, 2025- Fourth Sunday of Advent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER

Prelude  Bring a Torch voice - Wavey Middleton 

Welcome and Announcements

Introit: (O Come, O Come Emmanuel Vs 4)

  O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them 

  that trust your mighty power to save, 

  and give them victory o'er the grave.

   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Call to Worship (responsive from Zechariah 2:10)

Rejoice, daughter of Zion!  

For God says I am coming, 

and I shall make my dwelling among you.

Prayer of Approach (responsive)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

to the empty-handed and the heavy-hearted, 

to the despairing and the despised.

Enter this world,

giving love to the lowly and hope to the downcast.

Dwell among us, and teach us your ways,

saving the lost and strengthening the weak.

Be made incarnate within us,

that we might cast away fear and live boldly by faith, Amen.

Hymn: 9 VU People Look East

Lighting of the Advent Candle (see back of bulletin)

Children’s Story and the Lord’s Prayer. 

Hymn: 47 VU Still, Still, Still 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE

Responsive Reading: Psalm 80:1-7, 18-19 (Part 1 794 VU)

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

Anthem Joy to the World (Handel)

Sermon “Daring to be Righteous”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND

Hymn: 31 VU O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

Offering Invitation and Prayer

Offertory Response ( In the Bleak Midwinter 55 VU verse 4)

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

Prayers of the People

Hymn: 38 VU Angels We Have Heard On High

Commissioning and Benediction

Choral Benediction (Glory to God in 124 MV)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Postlude  Laudate Dominum (Mozart)                         Wavey Middleton  

A warm welcome to everyone joining us for worship. May this time 

draw you closer to God and your neighbour. We acknowledge that we

gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq

People, and seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

This bulletin is dedicated to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Douglas Adams by his family.

A poinsettia in the sanctuary is in loving memory of 

Herman Wittgens and Betsy Bramhall from Fran and family

Greeter at the Door is Carol Burley

Storyteller at Children’s worship is May MacKenzie

Coffee Hosts are Barb Smith and Judi MacPherson

Scriptures Next Sunday

Isaiah 62:6-12 C Titus 3:4-7 C John 1:1-14



FOURTH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 21st LOVE

An angel of the Lord declared, “God is with us”— this is the greatest gift

of love.

Yet even at Christmas, love is often measured by gifts and material

things.

But God’s love can come through people: a king named David, a prophet

named Nathan, and Mary and Joseph. 

In a baby, God’s love was made real among us. 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of love, a light for

our world.

The candle of love is lit.

Let us pray together:

Living God, thank you for your deep and abiding love. May we see

ourselves and others through your eyes, as we follow your way of

love. Come, Lord Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

Jesus came bringing us love, 

Jesus came bringing us love,

Jesus came bringing us love, 

hallelujah forevermore!



The prayers and Christian Sympathy of the Congregation are

extended to the family and friends of Stacy (Partidge) Thompson-Small

whose funeral was yesterday at St. James. Please keep her partner Shane

and children, parents, and extended family in your thoughts and prayers

during this difficult time. 

The prayers and Christian sympathy of the congregation are also

extended to the family and friends of Sarah Stouffer who died last week.

Sarah was Director of Christian Education for many years. Please keep

Allen and all of the family in your prayers during this time. The obituary

can be found at https://www.henrywalser.com/

The church office will be closed from Wednesday, December 24th at

1pm until Monday, January 5th at 9 am.  Messages, emails, and the mail

slot will be checked periodically during that time. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES

Wednesday, December 24

4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. David’s 

7:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. James

9:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Service at St. James

Thursday, December 25

12-2pm Community Christmas Dinner at St. James. All are

welcome. 

The latest issue of Connections, our congregational newsletter, is

available at the door and online. Thanks to all the contributors of articles

and photographs and a big thanks to Brenda Rose for the editing and

layout of this issue. 

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES

Sunday, December 28

10:30am Bring something you got for Christmas to show

during Children’s time!

The Social Justice Collective wishes everyone at St James, your

families and all those you hold dear, a truly blessèd Christmas!

The end of the year is fast approaching. The last day for donations of

cheques and cash St. James to be credited for your 2025 tax receipt is

December 30, 2025 (the secure drop slot is available when the office is

closed). Donations via eft (eft@stjamesuc.com) or online

(www.stjamesuc.com) can be made at anytime day or night. 

Canada Helps - Looking for a copy of a tax receipt for a donation you

made to St. James through Canada Helps in 2025? We don't issue those

from the church but go to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/tax-receipts/ 

and they will email you a duplicate.

An advance notice: the Church Council at St. James have asked that all

committee reports for the 2025 Annual Report be into the office by

Friday, January 16, 2026. The Council Meeting to review the reports will

take place on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. The tentative date for the

Congregational Annual General Meeting is Sunday, March 1, 2026 after

morning worship and a shared meal.

Gifts with Vision Our Congregation has multiple copies of Gifts with

Vision: A Gift-Giving Catalogue from the United Church of Canada. The

United Church developed the gift catalogue in response to member

requests to be able to give gifts that support the church’s Mission and

Service partners. Gifts are available in a range of dollar amounts and

include projects here in Canada and around the world. An online copy of

the gift catalogue can be found at www.giftswithvision.ca

Storm Closure Policy at St. James- When a storm is being forecast for

Sunday morning, a discussion between the minister, chair of council and

the custodian will occur by 8:00 am on Sunday to try to make the safest

decision possible. If the storm is scheduled to occur between the hours of

9:00 am and 1:00 pm on a Sunday, the service will be cancelled. If a

service is cancelled, the cancellation will be announced on all local radio

stations, CBC, the church voice mail, and social media (including the

website) as soon as the decision is made. If the weather is bad on a

Sunday morning please check these sources to see if our in person

service is still being held.




