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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence
and energy and love your neighbour as yourself. (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

December 7, 2025- Second Sunday of Advent

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
Prelude O Come, All Ye Faithful Marley Pickett. Martha Palmer
and Melissa Kuipers

Welcome and Announcements
Introit: (O Come, O Come Emmanuel Vs 2)
O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship (responsive- from Isaiah 40:4-5)
Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.

The glory of the Lord will be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together,

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Prayer of Approach (together)

Gracious God, your vision of peace and wholeness

comes to us in sweeping revelations and in tiny signs of hope.
Kindle our hearts that we might be a hopeful people.

Keep us from growing weary of waiting,

lest we miss the glory of your appearing.

Even so, come quickly, O God. Amen.

Hymn: 18 VU There’s a Voice in the Wilderness
Lighting of the Advent Candle (see back of bulletin)
Children’s Story and the Lord’s Prayer.

Hymn: 44 VU It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:1-8 (p.790 VU)
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Meditation
Anthem [ Heard the Bells
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Meditation
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GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 29 VU Hark the Glad Sound
Offering invitation and prayer
Offertory Response ( In the Bleak Midwinter 55 VU verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.
Prayers of the People Rev. Tasha Brubaker
Hymn: 64 VU O Little Town of Bethlehem
Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Benediction (Glory to God in 124 MV)
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Postlude The First Noel Marley Pickett and Martha Palmer
A warm welcome to everyone joining us for worship. May this time
draw you closer to God and your neighbour. We acknowledge that we
gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq
People, and seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

Greeter at the Door is Harley MacCaull
Storyteller at Children’s worship is May MacKenzie
Coffee Hosts are Ida Sarty and Aurelia MacDonnell

Scriptures Next Sunday
Isaiah 35:1-10 « James 5:7-10 ¢ Matthew 11:2-11



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 7™ PEACE

The psalmist dreamed of a world where leaders govern with
righteousness, and the poor are treated with dignity and justice.

In this new creation, the oppressed are set free, the vulnerable are
protected and peace flows like a river.

Today, too many experience violence, poverty and persecution. Yet, they
yearn to know peace.

We long to live in that new creation, where God’s glory is revealed
on earth, through justice and peace.

On this second Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of peace.
The candles of hope and peace are lit.

Let us pray together:

Living God, help us to recognize your presence wherever people
work for peace. Teach us to be instruments of your peace in the
world. Come, Lord Jesus, we pray, Amen.

Jesus came bringing us peace,

Jesus came bringing us peace,

Jesus came bringing us peace,
hallelujah forevermore!



THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, December 7
10:30 am Welcome to our friends from St. Paul the Apostle
Anglican Church and Rev. Tasha Brubaker who
are joining us for a joint service of worship.
2:00 pm The UCW are hosting their Christmas Luncheon.

Tuesday, December 9
11:00 am Community Hot Meal in the Hall.
2:30 pm Meditation group in the Parlour. Newcomers
welcome. Please use the Main St/Office entrance.

Wednesday, December 10
7:00 pm Choir practice in the Sanctuary

Thursday, December 11
11:00 am Community Hot Meal in the Hall

Congratulations to all who received X-Rings this past week. May your
ring serve as a reminder of your hard work and your commitment to
focus on those things that are true and worthy.

Congratulations and best wishes to all who received diplomas and
degrees at Fall Convocation yesterday at St. FX. May God bless you in
all of your future plans.

The next issue of Connections, our church newsletter, will be in your
hands on Dec. 21st, just in time for Christmas, but only if there are
articles and pictures to print IN the newsletter. The deadline for
submissions is Saturday, Dec. 13th. Please send any articles that you
might like to share with others either to the church office or directly to
brendaannerose @gmail.com Thank you.

The Social Justice Collective reminds you that the 10th is Human
Rights Day. It commemorates the day in 1948 that the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which starts out “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Join us for Lessons & Carols from the Iona community on December
12, 7:00 pm, at St. Paul's Anglican Church featuring beloved hymns,
readings from the Bible, and some of our amazing local musician

Rev. Tasha Brubaker is inviting interested people from St. James and
the Parish of Three Harbours to read the book "Listening to the Music of
the Soul" by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehgani and to have a conversation on
the book on Monday, December 22, 7 pm , at St. Paul's with hot drinks
and some treats. The book is available for purchase online in both hard
copy and e-book formats (link is on our website under “Links for
December 7, 2025.")

UPCOMING AT ST. JAMES
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025

4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. David’s
7:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service at St. James
9:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Service at St. James

The end of the year is fast approaching. The last day for donations of
cheques and cash St. James to be credited for your 2025 tax receipt is
December 30, 2025 (the secure drop slot is available when the office is
closed). Donations via eft (eft@stjamesuc.com) or online
(www.stjamesuc.com) can be made at anytime day or night.

Storm Closure Policy at St. James- When a storm is being forecast for
Sunday morning, a discussion between the minister, chair of council and
the custodian will occur by 8:00 am on Sunday to try to make the safest
decision possible. If the storm is scheduled to occur between the hours of
9:00 am and 1:00 pm on a Sunday, the service will be cancelled. If a
service is cancelled, the cancellation will be announced on all local radio
stations, CBC, the church voice mail, and social media (including the
website) as soon as the decision is made. If the weather is bad on a
Sunday morning please check these sources to see if our in person
service is still being held.

Stewardship Thought for this Sunday (December 7, 2025)
We are all branches rooted in Christ. Let us offer a portion of what God
has provided us to bring glory and praise to God.



C CH CHA CHAN CHANG CHANGE
January Ist, 2026 is just a few sleeps away. A new year, fresh and full of
anticipation that change is coming. In all our lives there are things that
need changing. Some as simple as picking a new colour paint for the
living room. Deciding if my car will make it for one more year, or do I
have money for my mortgage or rent, can I buy groceries or oil this
month are a little more difficult. Some decisions in the world are made
without any action from us.

St. James, also has decisions to make for 2026. Salaries must be paid, the
building kept warm and bright and our front door kept open and
welcoming. These decisions we have some control over. Many of us,
give our weekly offering by envelope, PAR, e-transfer and Canada
Helps. It is something that we do and often give little thought to. When
was the last time you looked at the amount of your offering and thought
“hmm that is what I have been giving since I started.”

Budget season is upon us and at Finance and Stewardship, we are
looking at the programs and day to day expenses for the upcoming year.
PAR givers just need to place a note on the offering plate or drop it into
the office to ask for your donation to increase. Other donation forms can
be adjusted at your home. One person alone cannot make a large
difference, but together we can make CHANGES.

Canada Helps - Looking for a copy of a tax receipt for a donation you
made to St. James through Canada Helps in 2022? We don't issue those
from the church but go to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/tax-receipts/
and they will email you a duplicate.

An advance notice: the Church Council at St. James have asked that all
committee reports for the 2025 Annual Report be into the office by
Friday, January 16, 2026. The Council Meeting to review the reports will
take place on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. The tentative date for the
Congregational Annual General Meeting is Sunday, March 1, 2026 after
morning worship and a shared meal.

Gifts with Vision Our Congregation has multiple copies of Gifts with
Vision: A Gift-Giving Catalogue from the United Church of Canada. The
United Church developed the gift catalogue in response to member

requests to be able to give gifts that support the church’s Mission and
Service partners. Gifts are available in a range of dollar amounts and
include projects here in Canada and around the world. An online copy of
the gift catalogue can be found at www.giftswithvision.ca

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Light We Share Concert Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM
St. Ninian Cathedral Admission by Donation Proceeds to C.A.R.E &
S.A.FE.

RK MacDonald Nursing Home Foundation Lights of Love campaign
2025. Your donation will be used to provide Resident Mobility
companions; along with many other needs we provide every year to our
residents, which are not covered by the day-to-day operations of the
facility. Donations can be e-transferred to foundation@rkmacdonald.ca,
please include your mailing address in the comment section for a tax
receipt. Online at RK website: https:www.rkfoundation.ca/ or mail form
to RK Nursing Home Foundation, 64 Pleasant St., Antigonish, NS B2G
1W7.

Wild Grief Tending Our Collective Sorrow together. A guided
participatory experience of walking the labyrinth. December 14 1-4 Free
event @ Fireloch 1442 Hwy 7 North Lochaber. RSVP for free
registration at www.fireloch.com

Yuletide Ceremony of Winter presented by Musique Royal Friday
December 19" 7:00 pm at Holy Rosary Mission 6205 Hwy 337
Ballantynes Cove. $25 advance, $30 at the door, Youth free.
musiqueroyale1985 @gmail.com

A brief history of the Saint Ninian Street School in Antigonish, 1872 -
1969, complete with pictures, is now available. Please see Carol Kell for
a copy of this very engaging booklet.

A green quilted woman’s coat with prescription glasses in the pocket
was left in the church over the last month. Please contact the office to
pick up at 902 863-2001.



