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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence

and energy and love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

January 4, 2026- Epiphany Sunday

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Introit: (O Come, O Come Emmanuel Vs 6)

O come, O Dayspring, from on high,

and cheer us by your drawing nigh;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Call to Worship (responsive)

The Magi saw the star and came seeking Jesus. 

We see the light of God shining and come to find Jesus.

The Magi brought gifts to offer the Child.

We too bring gifts-ourselves, our hopes, and our dreams.

Prayer of Approach (together - a prayer from Sri Lanka)

O God our Creator, in you alone are the riches of life.

We come from the East and we come from the West

knowing we follow, on our different roads,

the same star to the same place.

May we share what we know of its light,

learn from each other the way to the stable,

worship you, our only wealth, and serve the world with Gospel gold.

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn: 91 VU The First Nowell

Children’s Story and the Lord’s Prayer.            Linda MacDougall Penner

Hymn: 70 VU There’s A Star in the East on Christmas Morn

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6       Scott Williams
Meditation: “A Magi Monologue- The Gift of Gold”        Michèle Ashby

Hymn: 79 VU Arise Your Light has Come

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:6-12              Minoli Amit

Meditation: “A Magi Monologue -Frankincense”            Danielle Bennett

Anthem

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12                Joanne MacKenzie

Meditation: “A Magi Monologue- Myrrh”                      Martha Palmer

Hymn: 68 VU All Poor Ones and Humble

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND

Offering Invitation and Prayer

Offertory Response ( In the Bleak Midwinter 55 VU verse 4)

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

Prayers of the People

Hymn: 87 VU I Am the Light of the World

Blessing

Choral Benediction (Glory to God in 124 MV)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth.

Postlude 

A warm welcome to everyone joining us for worship. May this time 

draw you closer to God and your neighbour. We acknowledge that we

gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq

People, and seek to be good neighbours to the First Nations.

This Sunday we are grateful for members of the Choir who are leading

our service of worship.

Storyteller at Children’s worship is May MacKenzie

Coffee Hour Hosts: Diane Theuerkauf and Judy McCarron

Scriptures Next Sunday

Isaiah 42:1-9 C Acts 10:34-43 C Matthew 3:13-17



The Worship Committee would appreciate any help folks could give

after the service to help take the Christmas decorations down. Thanks!

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES

Monday, January 5

9:00 am The Church office reopens. 

Tuesday, January 6

11:00 am Community Hot Meal Program

Wednesday, January 7

7:00 pm Choir practice

Thursday, January 8

11:00 am Community Hot Meal Program

The Rev. Peter Smith is away on Study Leave from December 29th until

January 5th. If there are any pastoral emergencies during this time please

contact the Rev. Meredith Marple at 902-863-0452.

Thanks to everyone who helped make the Community Christmas

dinner possible this year. Thanks to those who donated food and money,

those who offered their time to set up, serve, and clean up, and special

thanks to Brenda and her team for their work organizing everything. 

2026 Social Justice calendars are now available in the narthex for those

who would like to be aware of important upcoming dates in 2026 that

require our reflection, prayer, and possibly, action. 

Canada Helps - Looking for a copy of a tax receipt for a donation you

made to St. James through Canada Helps in 2025? We don't issue those

from the church but go to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/tax-receipts/ 

and they will email you a duplicate.

Citizens for Social Justice released a report last year, “Poverty Trends

2025-Pathways from Poverty to Rights and Wellbeing”, addressing two

questions, who is experiencing poverty in Canada and what can we do

about it. Check it out at https://cpj.ca/report/poverty-trends-2025/


