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Our Mission as a congregation: Love the Lord Your God with all your passion and prayer
nd intelligence and energy and love your neighbour as yourself. (Mark 12:19-21 MSG)

July 26, 2026- Ninth after Pentecost

GOD BRINGS US TOGETHER

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Introit: (409 VU Morning Has Broken)
Morning has broken like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

Call to Worship (responsive)

In a world of lies,

we wish to catch a glimpse of God’s truth.

In a world awash with anger,

we wish to bask in God’s love.

As people seeking more than this world

let us gather together in worship and prayer.

Prayer of Approach (together)

God of heaven and earth, on this day you have set aside for
worship and rest we come to rest not only from our work but also
from our fretfulness, our needless worry, our wrong ambitions,
our hurtful grudges, our blind wanderings. Overcome these, we
pray, with your peace, your grace, and your love, Amen.

Hymn: 339 VU When Morning Guilds the Skies
Children’s Time and the Lord’s Prayer
Hymn: 356 VU Seek Ye First

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH SCRIPTURE
Responsive Reading:Psalm 119:105-112 (PART 4 p 841)
First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Second Reading: Romans 8:31-39
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Anthem
Sermon: “Rapid Parables”

GOD CALLS US TO RESPOND
Hymn: 501 VU Break Now the Bread of Life
Offering Invitation and Response (218 We Praise You O God)
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing.

Prayers of the People
Hymn: 651 VU Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Benediction (410 VU This Day God Send Me)

This day God sends me strength to sustain me,

might to uphold me, wisdom as guide.

Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening,

your lips are speaking, Friend at my side.
Postlude
A warm welcome to everyone joining us for worship. May this time
help you draw to closer to God and your neighbour. We recognize that
we gather in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmagq People, and we seek to be good neighbours to the First
Nations.

The church office at St. James is closed for the summer. The voice
mail (902-863-2001), email (office@stjamesuc.com) and mail slot are
checked periodically. The office reopens Tuesday, September 8th

The Rev. Peter Smith is away on holidays from August 1- August
28, 2025. In the event of a pastoral emergency during that time please
contact The Rev. Derek Elsworth at St Mary’s Pastoral Charge
(902-833-2920)



THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
Sunday, July 26
9:00 am Worship at St. David’s
10:30 am Worship at St. James

Tuesday, July 28
11:00 am Community Hot Meal Program

Your Social Justice Collective asks you to mark the 28th, World
Hepatitis Day. The theme this year is “Elimination for everyone,
everywhere, right now!” reflecting the urgency of taking action now if
the world wants to stay on track for the 2030 elimination goal. In
practical terms, the focus includes wider hepatitis testing and stronger
hepatitis B vaccination coverage. And the 30th is the International
Day of Friendship. In a time when the noise of division grows louder
- fueled by wars, conflicts, inequality, and fear - friendship feels
almost radical in its simplicity. It doesn’t arrive with fanfare or policy;
it doesn’t need speeches or signatures. It begins with quieter things: a
conversation, a shared moment, a willingness to see one another not as
strangers but as fellow travellers through the human experience.
Reach out today to a friend you haven’t seen for awhile!

How can you help support the life and work at St. James? If you
are worshiping in person there are the offering boxes at the doors for
your donation. Envelopes can also be dropped off at the office (or in
the mail slot after hours) or mailed to “St James United Church, 176
Main Street Antigonish, NS B2G 2B8.” Online donations via credit
card can be made by clicking on the “Donate” button at
www.stjamesuc.com and interac e-transfers can be sent to
eft@stjamesuc.com

Missed a Sunday at St. James and want to see the service? Our
worship is available online and available through our website at
www.stjamesuc.com The most recent service is in the center of the
page, the last month’s services are on the left, and just below last
month’s services is a link to our youtube page where all the older
services are archived.




